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CHAPTER     I 


Florida  Today 


"SUNSHINE  AND  HIGH  PRICES.  That's  all  Florida  has  to 
offer!" 

So  reported  an  acquaintance  of  mine  when  he  returned  to  New 
York  after  a  flying  trip  to  Florida's  east  coast,  the  much  publicized 
"Gold  Coast." 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny  this  individual  the  right  to  express  his 
views  about  any  city,  state  or  country.  But  I  doubt  that  he  would 
be  willing  to  accept  an  opinion  on  his  own  home  state  which  was 
based  on  impressions  formed  by  you  or  me  after  a  few  days'  fling 
on  Broadway. 

Several  million  people  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  come  to 
Florida  annually  to  enjoy  the  climate  and  recreational  facilities. 
But  like  our  friend  from  New  York,  far  too  many  visitors  leave 
Florida  with  only  a  vague  conception  of  what  the  State  is  really 
like. 

Actually,  Florida  has  many  things  to  offer  besides  sandy  beaches 
and  resort  hotels. 

To  thousands  of  people  Florida  is  just  a  place  to  come  for  a 
vacation.  But  to  other  thousands  it  is  the  State  they  hope  to  reside 
in  some  day. 

Each  year  the  vacationer,  the  home  seeker,  the  businessman  and 
the  worker  all  show  an  increasing  interest  in  Florida,  but  not  only 
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as  a  place  to  play.  Many  of  these  people  are  wondering  if  there 
could  possibly  be  a  sunnier  future  for  them  here. 

Typical  of  this  interest  is  a  letter  I  received  recently  from  a  man 
living  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  considering  moving  to  Florida. 
After  asking  the  usual  questions  about  living  costs  and  how  hot  it 
gets  in  summer,  he  said;  "Will  you  please  give  me  your  unbiased 
advice,  not  as  a  member  of  a  Florida  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Tell 
me  what  you  would  do  under  similar  circumstances/' 

I  fully  appreciate  the  seriousness  of  such  questions  and  I  know 
exactly  what  this  man  was  up  against.  Let  me  tell  you  that  before 
coming  here  to  live  I  was  in  precisely  the  same  predicament. 

Briefly,  I  worked  for  fifteen  years  in  building  up  a  successful  and 
profitable  manufacturing  business  in  Missouri.  At  every  opportu- 
nity I  came  to  Florida  for  a  vacation,  staying  a  little  longer  each 
time.  And  each  time  the  desire  to  make  my  permanent  home  in  the 
State  grew  stronger. 

Finally  I  made  my  decision.  I  sold  my  business  and  moved  to 
Florida,  even  though  I  was  forced  to  choose  the  slow  and  hard  way 
of  finding  out  what  I  needed  to  know  about  the  State. 

This  book  was  written  to  answer  the  questions  you  would  like  to 
ask  and  to  present  a  true  picture  of  Florida  as  it  is  today.  The  story 
is  stripped  of  the  usual  ballyhoo  which  has  been  the  source  of  so 
many  false  impressions  and  erroneous  conceptions  about  this 
"Empire  of  the  Sun/' 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  try  to  persuade  you  or  anybody  else  to 
come  to  Florida.  I  want  you  to  know  that  these  pages  contain  my 
own  version  of  this  State  exactly  as  I  have  found  it  to  be.  The  ideas 
presented  are  the  results  of  my  own  experiences  and  observations, 
not  those  dictated  in  whole  or  part  by  so-called  "special  interests." 
It  is  my  sincere  hope  that  after  having  read  Florida  Today  you  will 
be  better  able  to  decide  whether  to  be  or  not  to  be  a  Floridian. 

Let's  take  a  good  look  at  Florida  today,  the  State  few  people 
really  know.  Many  persons  have  only  a  vague  idea  about  Florida's 
location  with  reference  to  their  own  home  state  and  the  rest  of  the 
world.  You  will  probably  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  northern 
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boundary  of  Florida  is  100  miles  south  of  the  southern  boundary 
of  California  and  that  Miami  is  approximately  600  miles  south  of 
Los  Angeles.  Florida  is  south  of  the  so-called  "deep  south/' 

Yet  this  State  is  not  technically  in  the  tropics,  since  Key  West, 
the  southernmost  city  in  the  State,  lies  100  miles  north  of  the 
Tropic  of  Cancer.  Because  Florida  is  on  the  east  coast  of  the  United 
States,  most  people  think  of  it  as  being  directly  south  of  such  cities 
as  New  York  or  Baltimore.  Actually,  peninsular  Florida  lies  west 
of  Pennsylvania  and  almost  directly  south  of  Ohio.  The  western  tip 
is  almost  due  south  of  the  eastern  edge  of  Illinois. 

Florida  is  in  the  Central  Time  Zone,  but  this  State  finds  it  more 
convenient  to  set  its  clocks  by  eastern  time. 

The  center  of  population  of  the  United  States  is  only  a  mere  four 
hours'  journey  from  Miami,  and  air  transportation  will  bring  you  to 
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almost  any  point  in  Florida  from  New  York  or  Chicago  in  five 
hours  or  less. 

If  you  have  considered  Florida  a  small  state,  you  are  in  for 
another  surprise.  Florida  has  a  total  area  of  58,666  square  miles  of 
which  54,861  square  miles  are  in  land  area  and  3,805  square  miles 
are  in  water  area.  Florida  is  larger  than  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
or  New  York  or  Illinois.  It  is  seven  times  larger  than  Massachusetts. 
Maine,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire 
could  all  be  put  inside  the  boundaries  of  Florida. 

Stated  another  way,  Florida  has  35,111,040  acres,  all  of  which, 
incidentally,  were  purchased  from  Spain  in  1821  for  about  14  cents 
per  acre.  Florida  still  remains  the  same  size;  but  not  so  the  price 
per  acre. 

Florida  has  1,500  miles  of  coastline,  considerably  more  than  any 
other  state  in  the  union.  Along  this  coastline  are  800  miles  of  sandy 
beaches— the  finest  in  the  world. 

Seventy  miles  is  the  maximum  distance  which  most  people  who 
live  inland  have  to  travel  to  reach  one  or  more  of  these  beaches. 
For  those  who  prefer  the  calmer  waters  for  fishing  or  swimming, 
there  are  30,000  lakes  to  choose  from.  All  of  which  adds  up  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  plenty  of  room  in  Florida.  And  it's  a  good  thing 
there  is,  because  Florida  is  the  fastest  growing  state  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

Since  1940  the  population  of  Florida  has  increased  approximately 
23  per  cent  as  compared  with  9  per  cent  for  the  United  States  as  a 
whole. 

According  to  the  1945  state  census,  Florida  had  a  permanent 
population  of  2,250,061  of  which  1,695,301  were  white  and  554,760 
were  Negroes. 

All  states  of  the  union  as  well  as  many  foreign  countries  are  rep- 
resented among  Florida's  permanent  population.  Its  residents  are 
as  cosmopolitan  as  any  northern  state.  The  reason  is  that  only  about 
one  third  of  Florida's  population  is  native  born.  In  Miami's  Dade 
County,  with  a  white  population  of  261,233,  onty  62,805  persons 
were  native  born  and  198,428  were  born  outside  the  State  of 
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Florida.  Among  these  out-of-staters,  26,000  came  from  New  York, 

23,000  from  Georgia,  14,000  from  Pennsylvania  and  11,000  from 

Ohio. 

Only  one  person  in  five  in  St.  Petersburg's  Pinellas  County  is 

native  born.  In  Orlando's  Orange  County  only  one  out  of  three 

persons  was  born  in  Florida. 

These  figures  show  why  Florida  is  the  "Yankee-est"  state  south 

of  the  Mason-Dixon  line  at  any  time  of  the  year,  and  when  the 
winter  tourists  arrive,  Florida  "Crackers"  are  few  in  comparison. 

While  no  census  has  been  taken  since  1945,  it  is  estimated  that 
early  in  1949  the  year-round  population  of  this  State  had  risen  to 
2,500,000. 

But  enough  about  statistics  at  this  time.  You'll  want  to  meet 
Florida's  colorful  Governor  Fuller  Warren  and  learn  more  about 
the  State's  natural  resources,  its  flowers,  trees,  animals  and  the 
many  factors  that  bring  folk  young  and  old  to  this  land  of  sunshine 
every  month  of  the  year. 

Let's  first  drop  in  at  the  Governor's  Mansion  in  Tallahassee. 
The  governor  of  any  state  is  its  most  important  citizen.  He  guides 
the  destiny  of  the  state  and  influences  to  a  great  extent  the  life  of 
every  citizen.  Fuller  Warren  is  no  exception. 

Like  many  of  the  greatest  statesmen  this  nation  has  produced, 
Warren  rose'  from  a  humble  station  in  life  to  become  a  leader  of 
his  fellow  men.  While  still  a  small  boy,  he  did  farm  chores  and  odd 
jobs  around  the  sawmills  of  north  Florida.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he 
announced  that  some  day  he  would  be  governor  of  his  native  State. 
For  the  next  thirty-two  years  he  held  this  objective  foremost,  and 
the  climax  came  when  he  was  inaugurated  Governor  of  Florida  in 
January  of  1949.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  surprised  almost  everyone 
who  knew  him  by  winning  a  seat  in  the  State  Legislature  while  still 
a  student  at  the  University  of  Florida.  Warren  is  a  handsome 
silver-haired  man  and  a  brilliant  orator. 

The  Governor,  who  neither  drinks  nor  smokes,  has  made  orange 
juice  the  official  drink  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  has  established 
a  new  custom  by  serving  orange  juice  to  all  who  visit  his  office. 
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The  Governor's  Mansion— a  two 
story  columned  frame  house  of 
southern  colonial  type,  occupying 
block-square  grounds,  was  built  in 
190$. 


Governor  Fuller  Warren. 
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Of  special  interest  to  every  taxpayer  is  Warren's  stand  on  taxes 
and  economy  in  State  Government.  He  is  firmly  opposed  to  sales 
taxes  affecting  basic  living  costs  and  is  pledged  to  what  he  calls 
"frontier  frugality"  in  the  operation  of  affairs  of  the  State. 

There  is  often  a  vast  difference  between  campaign  promises  and 
fulfillment  of  these  promises.  Warren  has  until  1953  to  transform 
his  campaign  promises  into  deeds.  His  background,  high  ideals  and 
singleness  of  purpose  point  to  a  successful  term  of  office  fol- 
lowed perhaps  by  a  bright  political  future  in  some  higher  form  of 
public  service. 

Politically  Florida  is  a  traditional  Democratic  state.  Warren, 
running  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  won  his  office  with  381,000  votes 
as  against  his  Republican  opponent's  76,000  votes.  However,  the 
presidential  election  was  a  somewhat  different  story.  Of  the  votes 
cast  for  president,  Truman  got  48  per  cent  as  against  Dewey's 
34  per  cent,  while  Thurmond  received  16  per  cent  and  Wallace 
2  per  cent. 

And  now  that  you've  had  a  brief  introduction  to  Governor 
Warren,  let's  travel  over  part  of  Florida's  vast  highway  system 
which  winds  through  enchanting  spots  noted  for  their  natural 
beauty,  through  hundreds  of  cities  and  towns,  and  over  countryside 
containing  thousands  of  acres  of  productive  land. 

As  you  drive  along  you  will  pass  by  forests  of  pine,  oak,  cypress 
and  other  hard  and  soft  woods.  Other  trees  are  the  stately  royal 
palm,  the  graceful  coconut  palm,  the  tall  Australian  pine,  the 
flowering  magnolia,  the  ageless  oaks  with  their  hanging  Spanish 
moss,  royal  poinciana,  banyan,  giant  camphor  and  bamboo. 

These  forests  and  wooded  lands  provide  refuge  for  deer,  bear, 
wild  turkey,  squirrel,  quail,  racoon,  red  and  gray  fox,  and  an  occa- 
sional panther,  as  well  as  many  other  animals  now  extinct  in  most 
states. 

The  numerous  lakes  scattered  throughout  these  timbered  areas 
furnish  ideal  home  sites  for  geese,  ducks  and  other  fowl.  All  of 
which  makes  this  State  a  hunter's  heaven. 

As  you  travel  along  the  countryside,  you'll  see  thousands  of  acres 
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The  Hammock  Driveway.  Highlands  Hammock  State  Park,  Sebring. 
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of  citrus  trees— orange  and  grapefruit  principally— but  also  tange- 
rines, limes  and  other  citrus  varieties. 

Florida  has  hundreds  of  oil-producing  tung  trees  which  have 
no  leaves  until  after  the  blossoms  appear.  Pecans  are  found  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  State,  and  a  tree  which  is  rapidly  growing 
in  popularity  is  the  lichee  nut  tree,  which  most  people  think  of  as 
growing  only  in  China. 

You  will  pass  thousands  of  acres  planted  in  vegetables  which  are 
shipped  throughout  America  when  the  farms  of  the  north  are 
snowbound. 

You  will  see  fields  of  corn,  watermelons,  sugar  cane,  tobacco, 
strawberries,  celery  and  cotton. 

You  will  see  cattle  grazing  on  green  pastures,  and  at  roadside 
markets  you  will  see  poultry  and  eggs  which  are  produced  on 
Florida  farms. 

You  will  see  many  beautiful  homes,  large  and  small.  Many  of 
these  are  surrounded  by  one  or  more  of  the  hundred  varieties  of 
tropical  and  sub-tropical  plants  and  shrubs.  There  are  poinsettias, 
hibiscus,  gardenias,  camellias,  azaleas,  viburnum,  oleanders,  bou- 
gainvillea,  flame  vine  and  roses.  Many  of  these  plants  and  shrubs 
need  little  or  no  care  in  order  to  be  enjoyed  in  their  indescribable 
beauty  the  year  around.  December  is  the  month  of  roses  in  Florida, 
although  they  bloom  almost  continually. 

Modern  public  schools  as  well  as  many  private  and  vocational 
schools  are  available.  And  to  add  to  the  cultural  facilities  are  uni- 
versities and  colleges  which  offer  advanced  instruction  in  all  fields 
of  learning. 

Churches  of  all  denominations  play  an  important  part  in  the 
spiritual  stability  of  every  community. 

Within  and  adjacent  to  the  cities  and  towns  you  will  see  manu- 
facturing plants  and  processing  industries.  And  last  but  not  least, 
you  will  see  Florida's  shipping  and  transportation  facilities,  which 
provide  means  of  distributing  its  products  by  air,  rail  and  water 
throughout  the  world. 

Many  of  the  nation's  fishing  authorities  agree  that  Florida's 
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Administration  Building,  John  B.  Stetson  University,  De  Land. 


One  of  the  lovely  Spanish  type  homes  with  attached  boathouse  along  the  Coral 

Gables  deep  water-way.  The  canal  winds  through  the  southern  portions  of  Coral 

Gables  and  empties  into  Biscayne  Bay. 


waters  offer  incomparable  sport  for  anglers.  A  fisherman  can  wet 
a  line  no  matter  what  part  of  the  State  he  may  be  in.  The  ocean 
and  Gulf  provide  the  best  of  salt  water  fishing  for  mackerel,  bonito, 
tarpon,  sailfish,  devil  fish,  pompano,  flounder,  whiting,  grouper, 
ling,  weak  fish,  sea  bass,  sheepshead,  mullet,  shark,  amber  jack  and 
others,  while  the  lakes  and  rivers  abound  with  fresh  water  fish,  such 
as  black  bass,  bream,  and  perch.  Truly  Florida  is  a  fisherman's 
paradise. 

In  fact  Florida  is  a  state  where  you  will  find  delightful  year 
around  climate  and  unmatched  opportunity  for  relaxation  and 
play,  and  above  all,  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  better  things  of 
life  in  an  environment  of  culture  and  refinement. 
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CHAPTER      II 


Inside  Florida 


THE  ERA  WHEN  FLORIDA  was  a  rich  man's  playground  has 
long  since  ended.  Five  million  people  now  visit  the  State  each  year 
and  80  per  cent  of  them  come  by  automobile. 

Floridians  refer  to  this  vast  in-migration  as  the  "tourist  crop/' 
But  in  my  opinion,  these  visitors  are  merely  our  neighbors  from 
other  states  and  countries  who  have  left  their  homes  in  search  of 
new  places,  new  faces,  and  to  have  a  little  fun. 

And  why  not? 

Travel  is  both  educational  and  broadening,  and  a  vacation  once 
in  a  while  is  necessary  to  satisfy  one  of  the  most  fundamental  needs 
of  man— a  change  of  environment.  Some  day,  perhaps  not  too  far 
distant,  you  will  probably  decide  to  join  this  happy  pilgrimage  to 
the  "Land  of  Sunshine." 

Every  good  vacation  starts  at  home,  with  a  plan.  And  to  plan 
properly,  you  must  know  something  about  the  state  or  locality  you 
intend  to  visit,  the  routes  to  take,  points  of  interest  to  see,  as  well 
as  the  different  kinds  of  sports  and  recreational  facilities  offered. 

In  Florida  you  will  find  it  easy  to  get  around.  This  State  has 
thousands  of  miles  of  excellent  hard-surfaced  roads,  all  kinds  of 
overnight  accommodations  and  eating  places,  and  even  an  occa- 
sional wayside  park  where  the  traveler  may  pause  to  view  the  passing 
scene. 

As  for  expense,  a  vacation  costs  no  more  here  than  in  any  other 
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state,  and  you  can  have  just  as  much  fun  as  the  wealthiest  tourist. 
Millionaire  and  trailerite  swim  in  the  same  ocean  and  bask  in  the 
same  glorious  sunshine. 

Thousands  now  find  time  to  take  a  vacation  in  winter  when  the 
north  is  almost  paralyzed  by  cold,  ice  and  snow.  They  usually 
arrive  wearing  a  pale  face  and  heavy  coat,  only  to  be  greeted  by 
earlier  arrivals  sporting  a  glowing  suntan  and  attired  in  bathing 
togs.  But  heavy  clothing  is  soon  discarded  for  more  leisurely  and 
comfortable  styles.  Freedom  of  dress  is  as  common  as  freedom  of 
speech.  You  wear  what  you  please,  and  no  one  cares  or  pays  any 
attention. 

But  it  isn't  necessary  to  come  to  Florida  during  the  winter  to 
enjoy  a  vacation  in  this  air-conditioned  State.  Any  time  of  the 
year  will  do. 

Many  people  are  discovering  that  they  can  reduce  their  vacation 
expense  by  going  to  their  favorite  resorts  in  the  off-season  when 
rates  are  lower. 

The  chances  are  you've  pictured  Florida  as  unbearably  hot  in  the 
summer  and  plagued  with  insects.  You  are  wrong.  This  State  is 
being  discovered  by  many  thousands  every  year  as  an  ideal  summer 
resort.  If  you  come  to  Florida  in  summer  and  get  the  idea  that  it 
is  hot,  take  a  look  at  the  temperature  readings  in  the  local  news- 
paper. You  may  find  that  it  is  cooler  in  Florida  than  in  your  own 
home  town  or  state.  If  you  are  inclined  to  disbelieve  this  statement, 
I  refer  you  to  temperature  readings  in  Chapter  IV  which  will  give 
you  a  good  idea  of  what  kind  of  weather  to  expect  during  any  month 
of  the  year,  not  only  in  Florida,  but  also  in  other  states. 

There  are  several  good  reasons  why  a  summer  vacation  in  Florida 
is  considered  by  many  people  to  be  more  desirable  than  at  any 
other  time.  Fishing  is  at  its  finest  in  June,  July  and  August,  and 
excellent  low-priced  accommodations  are  readily  available. 

But  regardless  of  whether  you  are  planning  to  attend  a  conven- 
tion, go  to  school,  look  for  a  job  or  business  opportunity,  get  a 
divorce,  or  enjoy  your  honeymoon;  and  no  matter  if  you  want  to  fish 
or  just  soak  up  some  sunshine,  take  my  advice  and  see  as  much  of 


Howe  Sadler,  -well-known  photographer,  displays  fine  string  of  bass 
caught  in  Dead  Lakes  area. 


Florida  as  you  possibly  can.  A  trip  throughout  this  State  is  worth 
anybody's  time  and  money. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  plan  your  trip  for  you.  You'd  probably  end 
up  by  doing  that  yourself  anyway,  and  that's  the  way  it  should  be. 
However,  I  will  try  and  help  you  decide  where  you  would  like  to 
go  by  telling  you  about  the  more  important  cities,  towns  and 
islands.  In  this  way  you  can  choose  your  own  points  of  interest,  and 
by  referring  to  the  map,  make  up  your  own  itinerary.  I  will  mention 
some  of  the  more  important  attractions  in  each  locality  and  also 
give  you  an  idea  about  the  accommodations  offered. 

One  of  the  biggest  problems  confronting  the  traveler  is  where 
to  get  a  good  meal  in  a  strange  city.  I  will  suggest  some  places 
where  good  food  may  be  obtained  at  reasonable  prices.  There  are 
so  many  fine  places  to  dine  in  Florida  that  it  is  possible  to  mention 
but  a  few  of  them. 
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All  cities  and  towns  described  have  been  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order  for  easy  reference.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  classify 
them  as  to  size  or  importance.  You  will  find  many  towns  and  vil- 
lages which  space  will  not  allow  me  to  describe.  Many  of  them  are 
ideal  places  to  live  as  well  as  to  work  and  to  play. 

It  seems  that  some  people  have  a  strange  misconception  of 
Florida's  hospitality.  Listen  to  this  letter  I  received  from  a  man 
who  lives  in  Illinois.  He  wrote,  "We  intend  to  come  to  Florida, 
but  hear  a  lot  about  people  down  there  not  accepting  Northerners. 
I  read  in  a  local  paper  about  a  tourist  who  pulled  into  a  filling 
station  in  Florida  to  have  a  tire  fixed  and  the  attendant  refused  to 
fix  it  for  him  because  he  was  a  Northerner." 

Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth.  Although  Florida  is  a 
southern  state  geographically,  it  has  typical  northern  friendliness 
toward  all  of  its  visitors.  Floridians  will  be  just  as  nice  and  just  as 
courteous  to  you  as  you  are  to  them. 

And  here  is  a  good  point  to  bear  in  mind:  Don't  hesitate  to  call 
on  any  local  chamber  of  commerce  for  advice.  You  will  find  them 
willing  and  able  to  exert  every  effort  to  make  your  stay  a  most 
enjoyable  one. 

Nowhere  else  in  this  country  are  there  ocean  beaches  to  compare 
with  those  found  here.  Virtually  all  of  these  beaches  are  regarded 
as  public  playgrounds,  free  to  all  who  desire  to  use  them.  Millions 
flock  to  the  oceanside  every  year  to  enjoy  the  bathing,  roll  along 
the  smooth  sands  in  their  automobiles,  or  just  sit  and  relax  as  they 
gaze  at  the  surf. 

Except  where  otherwise  indicated,  the  population  figures  are 
1949  estimates  and  represent  the  permanent  residents  inside  city 
limits.  These  figures  do  not  always  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the 
size  of  a  community  since  frequently  more  people  live  in  adjacent 
suburbs  than  live  within  the  city  proper.  And  too,  the  many  visitors 
in  every  community  add  a  transient  population  often  equal  to  the 
permanent  population. 

Baseball  teams  mentioned  start  training  about  March  first  and 
usually  return  to  the  same  city  each  year. 
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Like  most  other  vacations,  a  trip  to  Florida  will  make  you  feel 
better  both  physically  and  mentally.  If,  after  returning  home,  you 
sense  a  tugging  at  your  heart  for  Florida,  this  will  be  a  sign  that 
while  you  were  here  you  got  ''sand  in  your  shoes."  Take  it  from  me, 
there  is  no  known  cure  for  this  condition.  It  means  that  it's  time 
to  consider  Florida  as  your  home,  if  not  now,  then  at  some 
future  time. 

My  last  word  of  advice  is  don't  forget  your  camera.  The  fat, 
white  clouds  are  beautiful,  the  skies  are  a  brilliant  blue,  and  the 
sunsets  a  panorama  of  color.  Surely  no  one  could  resist  the  lure  of 
picture  taking. 

If  you  come  by  automobile,  your  first  stop  will  be  at  one  of 
Florida's  Welcome  Stations.  You  probably  will  be  served  free 
orange  juice.  Here  you  may  also  obtain  helpful  information  which 
will  be  of  value  during  your  visit  to  this  "Land  of  the  Sun." 

And  now  for  a  word  picture  of  what  you  will  find  and  see. 

* 

BRADENTON,  known  as  'The  Friendly  City,"  seat  of  Manatee 
County,  is  located  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  50  miles  south  of 
Tampa.  Its  population  is  20,000  as  compared  to  7,444  in  1940.  This 
population  total  swells  to  around  50,000  at  the  peak  of  the  winter 
season. 

In  1948  building  permits  amounted  to  $1,897,000  and  real  estate 
sales  in  Manatee  County  totaled  $7,625,400.  This  expansion  has 
brought  in  many  new  businesses,  including  light  industries  and 
small  manufacturing  plants.  Supporting  this  increasing  activity  is 
the  Bradenton-Sarasota  Airport  which  has  four  landing  strips,  two 
of  which  are  5,000  feet  long. 

The  Bradenton  Memorial  Pier  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State 
and  is  a  popular  gathering  place  for  tourists.  In  the  adjacent  waters 
ardent  fishermen  will  find  the  silver  king  and  tarpon,  or  they 
may  cast  their  lines  from  bridges,  docks  and  piers. 

The  landlocked  natural  harbor  of  the  Manatee  River  and  the 
Inland  Waterways  provide  unexcelled  cruising  territory  for  the 
yachtsman.  Bradenton's  spacious  yacht  basin  is  becoming  increas- 
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ingly  popular  with  those  who  like  to  wander  up  and  down  the  coast 
on  the  waves. 

The  Bradenton  Trailer  Park,  said  to  be  the  largest  and  most 
attractive  in  the  world,  is  the  winter  headquarters  for  hundreds  of 
trailerites.  The  Bradenton  Tourist  Club  sponsors  a  continuous 
round  of  activity  for  the  winter  visitor.  This  Club  publishes  an 
attractive  yearbook  which  includes  a  membership  list  by  states,  thus 
enabling  visitors  to  ascertain  at  a  glance  the  names  of  folks  from 
back  home. 

Only  ten  miles  from  the  center  of  Bradenton  lies  Anna  Maria 
Island,  with  its  seven  miles  of  white  sugar  beaches  and  blue-green 
waters— an  excellent  place  to  let  the  rest  of  the  world  go  by.  This 
is  a  self-contained  community  with  shops,  stores  and  schools,  as 
well  as  comfortable  hotels,  guest  homes,  apartments,  water  front 
cottages  and  trailer  parks,  varying  in  size  and  price  to  conform  to 
the  needs  of  the  visitor. 

Bradenton  has  long  been  a  favorite  training  place  for  baseball 
teams.  The  Boston  Braves  call  this  city  home  in  March  and  April. 

The  Floridian  Cafeteria  and  Burger  Cafeteria  are  popular 
eating  places. 

* 

CLEARWATER,  known  as  'The  Springtime  City/'  seat  of  Pinellas 
County,  is  located  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  21  miles  north  of  St. 
Petersburg  and  about  the  same  distance  west  of  Tampa.  Its  popu- 
lation is  21,000  as  compared  with  10,000  in  1940.  This  total  in- 
creases to  more  than  40,000  in  winter  months. 

Building  permits  in  1948  totaled  $6,000,000,  which  exceeded  the 
previous  record  set  in  1925,  Florida's  boom  year.  Included  in  these 
permits  was  a  million-dollar  apartment  project  with  one  hundred 
dwelling  units. 

Clearwater  has  the  highest  coastal  elevation  in  the  State,  averag- 
ing 32  feet,  the  highest  point  being  75  feet.  Many  of  the  beautiful 
homes  in  Clearwater  were  built  by  people  who  came  as  winter 
visitors  seeking  health  and  pleasure.  They  found  both  here,  so  they 
decided  to  stay. 
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There  are  twenty-two  trailer  camps  in  the  city  and  ample  space 
for  yachts.  Clearwater's  municipal  auditorium  has  a  seating  capacity 
of  2,500  where  concerts  and  entertainment  are  witnessed  and 
enjoyed  by  both  visitor  and  resident. 

Five  i8-hole  golf  courses  are  located  within  four  miles  of  the 
shopping  center.  Shuffleboard  is  a  popular  sport,  and  the  Clear- 
water  Shuffleboard  Club,  which  stages  many  tournaments  each 
year,  has  more  than  1,000  members. 

An  attraction  in  this  immediate  vicinity  is  the  Japanese  Gardens. 
At  this  oriental  showplace  are  the  same  pagodas,  bridges  and  foun- 
tains which  epitomize  artistic  Japan.  As  you  wander  across  the 
bridges  and  through  the  grounds,  soft  music  emanates  from  lofty 
pines.  Here  you  can  enjoy  a  pleasant  luncheon  or  afternoon  tea. 
American  or  oriental  dishes  are  served  by  attractive  girls  in  native 
costume. 

Although  a  popular  winter  resort,  this  city  is  unlike  the  conven- 
tional resort  town.  It  has  been  built  on  a  more  stable  year-round 
basis.  Several  light  manufacturing  plants  have  located  here  since 
the  end  of  World  War  II.  Clearwater  is  an  important  grapefruit 
shipping  and  growing  center.  The  Municipal  Airport,  with  three  all- 
weather  runways  3,000  feet  in  length,  provides  excellent  air  service 
facilities. 

Across  Memorial  Causeway  is  Clearwater  Beach  where  bathing 
and  fishing  may  be  enjoyed  in  both  summer  and  winter. 

Thousands  of  tourists  each  year  visit  the  colorful  sponge  industry 
at  nearby  Tarpon  Springs.  Sponge  divers  with  their  boats  may  be 
seen  along  the  waterfront,  and  interesting  curio  shops  may  be 
explored.  Beautiful  St.  Nicholas  Greek  Cathedral  is  one  of  the 
show  places  of  Tarpon  Springs. 

Clearwater  is  the  winter  home  of  the  Philadelphia  Phillies. 

Morrison  Cafeteria  serves  good  food. 

* 

CORAL  GABLES,  known  as  "The  City  Beautiful,"  is  part  of  Greater 
Miami.  Its  present  population  is  15,000  as  compared  with  8,294 
in  1940. 

20 


Riding  the  waves  near  Clearwater. 


World-famous  Venetian  pool,  Coral  Gables. 


This  city  on  the  shores  of  Biscayne  Bay  occupies  an  area  of 
square  miles  where  beautiful  homes  and  parks  abound. 

Coral  Gables  has  an  unusual  appeal  to  the  permanent  resident 
as  well  as  to  the  winter  visitor.  It  is  the  home  of  the  University  of 
Miami  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  cultural  centers  of  the  State. 

This  University,  founded  in  1925  by  the  State  of  Florida  as  a 
non-profit  institution,  is  non-sectarian  and  co-educational.  More 
than  half  of  its  8,000  students  come  from  states  outside  of  Florida 
and  from  foreign  countries.  One  of  the  many  recent  improvements 
is  a  series  of  campus  apartment  dormitories  which  house  2,400 
men  and  women  students.  Home  gridiron  games  of  the  "Hurri- 
canes" are  played  in  Miami's  huge  Orange  Bowl. 

Coral  Gables  is  a  unique  resort  city,  and  most  of  its  many  recrea- 
tional facilities  are  publicly  owned  or  operated.  Typical  of  these  are 
the  famous  and  ornate  Venetian  Swimming  Pool,  two  public  golf 
courses,  and  Salvadore  Park,  offering  tennis  and  other  amusements. 
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Entrance  to  the  new  classroom  building,  University  of  Miami,  Coral  Gables. 


The  business  districts  of  this  city  which  have  undergone  an 
amazing  expansion  during  the  past  few  years  provide  all  of  the 
smart  shops  and  larger  stores  one  could  wish  for,  including  in  addi- 
tion a  recently  developed  section  of  exclusive  shops  known  as  "Mir- 
acle Mile/' 

Coral  Gables  deserves  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  America's 
most  perfectly  planned  cities.  In  spite  of  the  gay  glitter  of  next-door 
Miami,  its  residents  say  Coral  Gables  is  "The  best  place  to  live 
under  the  sun." 

* 

DAYTONA  BEACH,  universally  known  for  its  "World's  Most  Famous 
Beach,"  is  located  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  90  miles  south  of  Jack- 
sonville. This  thriving  city  has  a  permanent  population  of  32,000 
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residents  as  compared  with  22,584  in  1940.  Some  70,000  people 
live  within  a  ten-mile  radius. 

In  1948  building  permits  totaled  more  than  $5,000,000,  and 
real  estate  transactions  in  Greater  Daytona  Beach  topped 
$15,000,000. 

Daytona's  famous  beach  annually  attracts  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  people  who  leisurely  drive  their  cars  along  29  miles  of  hard- 
packed  white  sand,  500  feet  wide  at  low  tide,  while  viewing  the 
magnificent  ocean  scene.  This  beach  is  free  to  everybody— a  wel- 
come surprise  to  many  Northerners  accustomed  to  paying  for  the 
privilege  of  enjoying  less  famous  beaches. 

Virtually  every  ride  which  rolls  on  wheels  will  be  found  on  this 
beach,  including  miniature  railroad  trains,  motor-driven  cars  not 
much  larger  than  Junior's  wagon,  and  a  mechanical  duck  which 
takes  off  into  the  sea  with  its  passengers  and  returns  to  make  a 
landing  similar  to  that  which  many  soldiers  and  sailors  experienced 
during  World  War  II. 

Adjoining  the  beach  is  one  of  the  longest  boardwalks  south  of 
Atlantic  City.  It  is  lined  with  benches  where  you  may  sit  and 
watch  the  tide  roll  in  or  soak  up  a  Florida  sun  tan.  Amusements  of 
almost  every  description  dot  the  boardwalk,  and  at  one  end  is  an 
open-air  bandshell  with  a  seating  capacity  of  5,000  where  free 
entertainment  is  offered  during  the  summer  months.  Surf  bathing 
is  the  favorite  pastime,  and  lifeguards  patrol  the  beach  to  rescue 
over-ambitious  swimmers. 

Annual  motorcycle  and  stock  car  races  are  held  on  this  "World's 
Most  Famous  Beach,"  which  is  an  internationally  recognized  motor 
speedway,  long  associated  with  the  development  of  the  automobile 
industry.  Among  the  motor-car  builders  attracted  here  is  R.  E.  Olds, 
who  is  now  a  permanent  resident. 

Daytona  Beach  pioneered  the  idea  of  Florida  as  a  summer  vaca- 
tion state.  It  enjoys  as  many  visitors  in  July  and  August  as  in 
January  and  February  and  has  become  as  famous  as  Miami  or  Palm 
Beach  as  a  resort  city.  Virtually  every  sport  can  be  enjoyed  here, 
including  fishing,  golf  and  dog  racing. 
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World's  most  famous  beach,  Daytona  Beach. 


Open-air  bandshell  on  boardwalk,  Daytona  Beach. 


Facilities  are  sufficient  to  accommodate  60,000  visitors,  and  at  the 
height  of  both  summer  and  winter  seasons  the  miles  of  tourist 
courts  along  the  beaches  and  highways  are  often  filled  to  capacity. 
This  city  claims  to  have  a  million  visitors  a  year. 

Daytona  Beach  is  two  cities  in  one— a  conservative  mainland 
with  its  stores  facing  a  beautiful  riverfront  park,  and  just  across  the 
Halifax  River  another  section,  most  of  which  lies  along  the  famous 
beach. 

Recent  improvements  include  a  new  yacht  basin,  accommodating 
300  boats,  a  $1,500,000  bridge  connecting  the  mainland  with  the 
beach,  a  four-lane  highway  through  the  city,  a  new  stadium,  a  new 
auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  2,500,  and  a  modern  sewage 
disposal  plant. 

Daytona  Beach  has  laid  the  foundations  on  which  a  great  future 
can  be  built.  It  is  expected  that  this  city  will  attract  many  industries 
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which  its  increasing  population  could  support  and  for  which  it 
offers  the  most  favorable  facilities  and  markets. 

The  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Rochester,  New  York,  baseball  teams 
train  here. 

Morrison  Cafeteria  on  the  mainland  and  Chez  Bruchez  on  the 
beach  side  are  good  places  to  dine. 

* 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  seat  of  Broward  County,  is  located  25  miles 
north  of  Miami  and  45  miles  south  of  West  Palm  Beach.  It  has  a 
year-round  population  of  35,000.  The  1940  census  was  17,996. 
Building  permits  in  1948  totaled  $16,316,765,  more  than  three 
fourths  of  this  amount  being  for  residential  construction. 

Thousands  who  came  here  as  winter  visitors  have  remained  or 
returned  to  live  permanently.  There  are  good  reasons  for  Fort 
Lauderdale's  popularity.  Here  you  can  enjoy  soft,  balmy  weather 
every  month  of  the  year. 

Fort  Lauderdale  has  many  natural  advantages.  One  tenth  of  its 
i8l/2  square  miles  is  water  surface.  Over  100  miles  of  navigable 
waters  are  within  the  city  limits.  Scores  of  beautiful  waterways 
bordered  with  tropical  gardens,  palms,  lawns  and  lovely  homes 
make  it  an  American  Venice. 

An  estimated  2,500,000  people  annually  pass  through  Fort  Laud- 
erdale, and  many  of  them  tarry  to  enjoy  the  recreational  facilities, 
which  include  a  half-million  dollar  golf  and  country  club,  a  large 
fleet  of  big-game  charter  fishing  boats  and  sight-seeing  boats,  super- 
vised playgrounds,  and  one  of  the  largest  shuffleboard  clubs  in  the 
State.  Several  fishing  tournaments  are  held  each  year.  The  350 
miles  of  ocean,  bay,  river  and  canal  waterfront  combine  to  make 
Fort  Lauderdale  a  yachtsman's  paradise.  Excellent  bathing  beaches 
extend  for  several  miles  along  its  entire  eastern  front  where  the 
70  degree  Gulf  Stream  is  less  than  a  half  mile  offshore. 

Fort  Lauderdale  is  directly  on  the  Inland  Waterways,  greatest 
winter  yacht  highway  in  the  world.  One  of  the  largest  and  most 
elaborate  yacht  clubs  and  recreational  centers  on  this  water  high- 
way is  now  being  completed.  This  project  will  provide  space  for 
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Aerial  view  of  Port  Lander  dale. 


One  of  the  many  yacht  waterways  in  fort  Lauderdale. 


350  yachts.  A  luxurious  club  house  will  house  a  short  wave  radio 
station  to  keep  boatmen  informed  of  weather  conditions  and 
fishing  news. 

Among  other  recent  improvements  is  a  new  auditorium  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  2,000. 

About  90,000  visitors  can  be  accommodated  in  the  Fort  Lauder- 
dale area  at  one  time. 

Although  Fort  Lauderdale  is  chiefly  a  tourist  community,  it  is 
making  important  industrial  gains.  A  large  volume  of  vegetables 
grown  in  the  vicinity  is  shipped,  especially  during  the  winter. 
Industrial  possibilities  are  increased  by  the  nearness  of  Port  Ever- 
glades on  the  southern  city  limits.  This  Port  has  the  deepest  harbor 
between  Norfolk  and  New  Orleans  and  is  capable  of  handling 
cruise  ships  as  well  as  international  commerce. 
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Open-air  Post  Office  at  Fort  Myers. 


The  Toronto  baseball  team  of  the  International  League  trains 
here. 

When  it's  time  to  dine,  you  won't  be  disappointed  with  the  food 
at  the  Davis  Cafeteria  or  the  M  &  M  Cafeteria. 

* 

FORT  MYERS,  known  as  'The  City  of  Palms/'  is  the  seat  of  Lee 
County.  It  is  located  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  126  miles  south  of 
Tampa  and  145  miles  west  of  Miami.  Fort  Myers  is  the  western 
gateway  of  the  newly  created  Everglades  National  Park. 

This  city  has  a  permanent  population  of  18,500  which  swells 
to  more  than  double  that  figure  during  each  winter  season.  Its 
population  in  1940  was  10,604. 

Fort  Myers  is  a  beautiful  city  with  streets  shaded  by  some  sixty 
varieties  of  palm  trees,  the  stately  royal  palm  predominating.  With 
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Aerial  view  of  Fort  Myers. 


a  mean  annual  temperature  of  73.4  degrees,  it  is  a  most  desirable 
spot  for  relaxation  and  year-round  outdoor  living.  Even  the  post 
office  conducts  a  part  of  its  business  in  the  open  air. 

Many  cities  in  Florida  can  justly  claim  an  intimate  connection 
with  one  or  more  nationally  known  individuals.  Fort  Myers'  most 
famous  resident  was  Thomas  A.  Edison.  The  great  inventor  first 
came  to  Fort  Myers  in  1885.  He  returned  the  following  year  with 
his  bride  to  make  this  city  his  winter  home.  His  home  here,  known 
as  Seminole  Lodge,  is  considered  one  of  the  first  prefabricated 
houses  in  the  nation.  The  lumber  was  cut  to  Edison's  specifications 
in  Maine,  arriving  in  Fort  Myers  by  schooner. 

In  the  early  days  of  their  residence  Mrs.  Edison  traveled  to  town 
daily  in  a  little  cart  pulled  by  a  pokey  mule  to  bring  back  house- 
hold supplies. 

It  was  on  the  grounds  adjacent  to  this  home  that  Edison  built 
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his  laboratory  and  conducted  the  experiments  which  gave  Florida 
pioneers  their  first  introduction  to  the  incandescent  light.  It  is  said 
that  he  once  offered  the  city  of  Fort  Myers  free  electricity,  but  the 
offer  was  turned  down  because  some  citizens  believed  the  lights 
would  keep  the  chickens  awake. 

Henry  Ford,  lifelong  friend  of  Edison,  once  owned  the  estate 
adjoining  Seminole  Lodge. 

The  Edison  estate  was  presented  to  the  city  of  Fort  Myers  in 
1948  by  Mrs.  Edison  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband.  This  estate 
with  its  tropical  gardens,  and  including  the  great  inventor's  office 
and  laboratory,  was  left  just  the  same  as  when  he  worked  there.  It 
is  open  to  the  public  throughout  the  year.  His  memory  is  honored 
by  the  Annual  Pageant  of  Light,  which  takes  place  on  each  anni- 
versary of  Edison's  birth. 

Air  conditioning  by  the  prevailing  Gulf  winds  makes  Fort  Myers 
an  ideal  vacation  spot.  Prices  are  reasonable,  and  accommodations 
are  plentiful.  Night  life  is  significantly  absent  although  recreational 
facilities  of  every  other  kind  are  available.  Fishing  in  the  Gulf  is 
one  of  the  chief  sports,  and  you  will  receive  a  T.  A.  Edison  medal 
if  you  land  a  tarpon  in  Lee  County  waters.  Beautiful  churches, 
splendid  schools,  and,  during  each  winter  season,  top-notch  concerts 
and  lectures  make  this  community  a  center  of  culture. 

This  section  relies  mainly  on  the  tourist  for  its  income,  but 
agriculture  is  rapidly  assuming  an  important  role.  Citrus  groves 
and  gladioli  farms  are  predominant,  and  plane  loads  of  bright 
flowers  wing  north  daily  during  winter  months. 

At  nearby  Fort  Myers  Beach  a  new  municipal  pier  has  been 
erected  for  public  use. 

Only  a  few  miles  from  the  city  of  Fort  Myers  is  fabulous  Pine 
Island,  as  well  as  the  islands  of  Sanibel,  Captiva,  Useppa  and  Gas- 
parilla.  On  these  islands  you  can  remain  a  few  hours  or  a  lifetime. 
Sanibel  and  Captiva  may  be  reached  by  automobile  ferry  from 
Punta  Rassa.  Here  a  wealth  of  colorful  sea  life  is  washed  up  on  the 
beaches  with  every  incoming  tide.  These  islands  have  gained  a 
world  reputation  as  a  shell  collector's  paradise. 


Avenue  of  Palms,  Fort  Myers. 


Gasparilla  Island,  of  which  Boca  Grande  is  the  principal  city, 
is  a  veritable  grove  of  coconut  trees.  Of  all  the  islands  bordering 
Florida's  Gulf  coast,  the  most  desirable  to  Newport  and  New  York 
society  seems  to  be  Gasparilla. 

Pine  Island  is  reached  by  auto  bridge  from  Fort  Myers.  This  is 
1 5  miles  long  and  from  one  to  three  miles  wide.  It  is  covered  with 
big  pines  and  dotted  with  country  estates  and  winter  homes,  lush 
orange  groves,  and  the  finest  mango  groves  in  the  United  States. 

You  will  enjoy  the  food  at  this  city's  largest  and  newest  place  to 
dine,  the  Edison  Cafeteria. 

it 
GAINESVILLE,  seat  of  Alachua  County,  is  located  in  the  north  ?cn- 
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tral  section  of  Florida,  72  miles  southwest  of  Jacksonville.  This 
city  has  a  permanent  population  of  23,000  plus  some  11,000  uni- 
versity students  and  their  families.  Its  population  in  1940  was 
13,757.  Building  permits  in  1948  totaled  $3,000,000,  not  including 
millions  of  dollars  spent  on  construction  at  the  University  of 
Florida. 

Gainesville  is  a  city  of  beautiful  homes,  where  streets  are  shaded 
with  palms,  dogwood  trees  and  moss-hung  oaks.  Its  growth  has 
been  steady  and  constant.  Gainesville  enjoys  the  distinctive  charac- 
ter and  atmosphere  of  a  typical  college  town.  The  University 
grounds  cover  some  1,500  acres.  A  wooded  area  of  like  size  is  used 
by  its  School  of  Forestry.  Subjects  offered  are  arts  and  sciences, 
agriculture,  forestry,  engineering,  law,  business  administration, 
journalism,  education,  architecture  and  pharmacy.  A  school  of  medi- 
cine will  be  added  in  the  near  future. 

A  vast  program  of  expansion  is  being  considered  for  the  Uni- 
versity, including  some  twenty  new  buildings.  The  plan  provides 
for  a  student  capacity  of  10,000  of  whom  8,000  will  reside  on  the 
campus. 

Gainesville  has  many  other  assets  highly  important  to  the  com- 
munity. Its  livestock  market  is  the  largest  in  the  State.  Green 
pastures,  good  climate  and  an  abundance  of  water  make  this  a 
favorable  location  for  cattle-raising  and  general  farming. 

Gainesville  affords  ample  accommodations  for  visitors.  Hunting 
is  good  in  this  vicinity  for  quail,  duck,  turkey  and  deer,  and  an  excel- 
lent golf  course  is  kept  ready  for  year-round  play. 

* 

JACKSONVILLE,  seat  of  Duval  County,  is  located  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  State,  35  miles  south  of  the  Georgia-Florida  State  Line. 

This  city  has  a  permanent  population  of  240,000  as  compared 
with  173,065  in  1940.  In  1948  building  permits  amounted  to 
$17,163,856. 

Jacksonville  is  a  bustling  metropolis  and  is  considered  the  finan- 
cial, industrial  and  commercial  capital  of  the  State.  Because  of  its 
advantageous  location  for  distribution  via  rail,  water,  truck  and 
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Aerial  view  of  the  University  of  Florida  campus  at  Gainesville. 


plane,  it  has  become  a  major  warehouse  center  for  thousands  of 
nationally  known  products. 

Important  assets  to  the  industrial  activity  of  Jacksonville  are  its 
port,  municipal  docks  and  eight  miles  of  developed  harbor  front. 
In  this  community  are  500  diversified  industries. 

Since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  60,000  persons  have  located  in 
Jacksonville,  and  this  progressive  metropolis  has  taken  many  steps 
to  cope  with  the  problems  of  rapid  expansion. 
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Metropolitan  Jacksonville  from  the  air  shows  the  excellent  rail  facilities 
connecting  with  the  wharf  area  of  the  citys  deep  water  harbor. 

A  major  project  has  been  the  deepening  of  the  St.  Johns  River 
Channel  to  a  uniform  thirty-four-foot  depth  from  Jacksonville 
harbor  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  This  will  restore  the  harbor  as  one 
of  the  most  important  ports  on  the  Atlantic  coastline. 

Jacksonville  is  more  than  a  great  commercial  and  industrial  com- 
munity. It  is  a  gracious  cosmopolitan  city  situated  in  a  setting  of 
scenic  beauty  with  excellent  educational  facilities,  including  a 
junior  college,  twenty  senior  and  junior  high  schools,  seventy  ele- 
mentary schools,  two  vocational  schools  and  four  parochial  schools. 

The  municipality  has  purchased  600  feet  of  southside  river  front- 
age which  will  be  landscaped  and  developed  into  a  master  recrea- 
tional center,  thereby  adding  to  Jacksonville's  enviable  reputation 
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Oriental  Gardens  at  Jacksonville. 
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as  an  ideal  spot  for  enjoying  mild,  agreeable  "Indian  Summer 
Winters."  Major  football  games  are  played  in  its  famous  Gator 
Bowl. 

Oriental  Gardens  is  one  of  the  major  attractions.  Shaded  by  tall 
cypress  trees,  this  eighteen-acre  estate  features  lakes  and  streams, 
bridges,  fountains,  cascades,  waterwheels,  oriental  arches  and  stone 
lanterns  with  flowers  and  shrubs  of  Florida  and  the  Orient. 

Jacksonville  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  even  more  of  a  sum- 
mer resort  than  a  winter  playground.  Along  the  broad  Atlantic, 
Jacksonville's  beaches  are  a  40o-foot  wide  silver  strand,  stretching 
for  a  distance  of  40  miles.  The  famed  boardwalk  at  Jacksonville 
Beach  is  crowded  with  fun  makers  and  amusements  for  young  and 
old.  Modern  hotels,  motor  courts,  beach  cottages,  apartments  and 
tourist  rooms  insure  the  vacationer  an  ample  choice  of  living  accom- 
modations at  minimum  cost. 

Just  a  few  miles  south  of  Jacksonville  Beach  is  famous  Ponte 
Vedra  Beach,  one  of  Florida's  exclusive  seaside  resorts. 
.    For  good  eating  in  Jacksonville,  try  Morrison  Cafeteria  or  Bisers 
Restaurant. 

* 

KEY  WEST,  seat  of  Monroe  County,  is  the  southernmost  city  in  the 
continental  United  States.  It  lies  at  the  tip  of  the  Florida  Keys,  159 
miles  southwest  of  Miami.  This  island  city  has  a  population  of 
more  than  20,000.  In  1940,  the  census  was  12,927.  Building  permits 
in  1948  totaled  almost  $1,500,000. 

To  reach  Key  West  by  automobile,  you  travel  the  famous  Over- 
seas Highway,  which  is  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
and  on  the  other  side  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  This  route  is  dotted 
with  small  coral  islands  which  are  linked  by  a  series  of  bridges,  the 
longest  of  which  is  a  seven-mile  span.  Typical  of  the  islands  on  this 
route  are  Key  Largo  and  Pidgeon  Key.  As  you  drive  along  the  island 
chain,  you  will  notice  a  large  pipe  extending  a  distance  of  more  than 
100  miles  from  the  mainland  to  Key  West.  Through  this  pipe  flows 
the  water  used  by  the  communities  along  the  Keys  as  well  as  by  the 
city  of  Key  West. 
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The  Keys  are  teeming  with  activity.  New  homes,  tourist  cottages, 
fishing  lodges,  apartments  and  businesses  are  constantly  in  evi- 
dence. This  remarkable  highway  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $49,000,000 
and  is  one  of  the  top  engineering  wonders  of  the  world.  It  provides 
a  way  of  literally  going  to  sea  in  your  own  car.  From  it  you  may 
view  the  turquoise  and  indigo  waters  which  spread  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  see.  As  many  as  600  varieties  of  fish  are  said  to  frequent  these 
waters,  and  fishing  as  a  sport  is  unsurpassed. 

The  city  of  Key  West  is  situated  on  a  tropical  island,  one  mile 
wide  and  3^2  miles  long.  It  plays  host  to  400,000  people  annually 
and  is  a  mecca  for  scientists,  painters  and  writers.  While  most  vis- 
itors arrive  by  automobile,  others  come  by  boat  or  plane.  Ample 
docking  space  is  available  for  yachts,  and  the  city  has  two  airports. 

Key  West's  most  distinguished  visitor  is  President  Harry  S.  Tru- 
man, whose  winter  vacation  home  is  located  here.  Mr.  Truman  is 
not  the  first  president  to  choose  Key  West  as  a  vacation  spot. 
Herbert  Hoover,  William  Howard  Taft  and  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
all  fished  and  basked  in  the  sun  here.  The  Winter  White  House  is 
located  inside  the  naval  air  base.  In  honor  of  its  most  distinguished 
visitor,  the  city  of  Key  West  has  named  one  of  its  important 
thoroughfares  Truman  Avenue.  Tourist  trade  always  increases 
when  the  President  is  vacationing  here,  and  almost  everyone  wants 
to  see  the  Little  White  House. 

Located  in  Key  West  is  one  of  the  largest  naval  bases  in  the 
United  States.  Several  thousand  men  are  stationed  here.  In  peace 
time  the  naval  station  is  open  to  the  public,  except  when  the  Presi- 
dent is  vacationing  there. 

Key  West  has  excellent  accommodations  for  visitors,  including 
hotels  and  trailer  parks,  all  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the 
beaches.  Fishing  and  swimming  are  the  chief  forms  of  recreation. 

The  city  itself  still  retains  an  antique  charm  which  is  reminiscent 
of  many  scenes  found  in  the  West  Indies.  Key  West  actually  is 
closer  to  Cuba  (only  90  miles)  than  to  the  nearest  American  city. 

Key  West  has  never  had  a  frost  and  enjoys  a  mild  climate  both 
in  summer  and  winter.  During  the  summer  of  1948  the  Key  West 
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Hotel  and  Restaurant  Association  offered  free  rooms  and  meals  to 
visitors  on  any  day  when  the  temperature  reached  94  degrees.  The 
top  temperature  recorded  was  93  degrees,  and  the  offer  still  holds 
good. 

When  it  is  time  to  leave  this  beautiful  isle  of  romance  and 
adventure,  you  will  do  so  with  a  strange  reluctance  and  a  resolve  to 
return.  Truly,  no  trip  to  Florida  is  complete  without  a  visit  to 
Key  West. 

The  LaConcha  Hotel  dining  room  and  coffee  shop  will  serve  you 
either  Spanish  or  American  foods,  as  well  as  the  city's  highly  adver- 
tised delicacies— turtle  steak  and  lime  pie. 


LAKELAND,  known  as  the  "  World's  Citrus  Center/'  is  located  in  the 
west  central  part  of  the  State  33  miles  east  of  Tampa.  It  is  the 
second  largest  inland  city  in  Florida  and  has  a  population  of  38,000 
as  compared  with  22,068  in  1940.  Building  permits  in  1948  totaled 


Lakeland  is  a  beautiful  city,  spreading  out  in  all  directions  from 
downtown  Lake  Mirror.  With  a  mild  year-round  climate,  it  is  the 
highest  city  in  the  State,  having  an  altitude  of  227  feet. 

A  million-dollar  civic  center  is  located  on  the  shores  of  beautiful 
Lake  Mirror,  where  a  community  building,  shuffleboard  courts, 
lawn  bowling  greens,  tennis  courts  and  other  recreational  facilities 
are  maintained  for  the  pleasure  of  visitors.  Thirteen  fresh  water 
lakes  lie  within  the  city  limits,  and  one  of  these  lakes  is  set  aside  as 
an  exclusive  fishing  spot  for  children. 

Lakeland's  cultural  life  is  enhanced  by  Florida  Southern  College. 
Southern's  unusual  campus  is  a  citrus  grove  overlooking  Lake  Hol- 
lingsworth.  Many  of  the  College  buildings  were  designed  by  Frank 
Lloyd  Wright,  internationally  famous  architect.  Eighteen  new 
buildings,  including  student  apartment  dormitories,  have  recently 
been  completed  on  the  campus  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,000.  Florida 
Southern  is  a  four-year  accredited  co-educational  college,  and  its 
students  come  from  many  states  as  well  as  foreign  countries. 
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Million-dollar  civic  center,  Lakeland. 


Being  in  the  heart  of  the  citrus  district,  Lakeland  is  considered 
the  capital  of  Florida's  great  citrus  industry.  Adjacent  to  the  city 
are  vast  groves  of  orange  and  grapefruit  trees,  stretching  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  see. 

Lakeland  is  the  largest  city  in  Polk  County.  More  than  100,000 
head  of  cattle  graze  on  surrounding  pasture  lands.  The  nation's 
largest  phosphate  mines  are  located  at  nearby  Mulberry  and 
Bartow. 

Near  this  city  is  located  the  national  home  for  retired  members 
of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America. 
Located  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Gibson,  this  home  is  a  small  city  in 
itself.  It  has  a  hospital,  theatre,  laundry,  dairy  farm  and  citrus  grove. 

41 


FLORIDA  TODAY 

Also  located  here  are  the  headquarters  for  the  Federal  State 
Frost  Warning  Service,  a  weather  aid  serving  citrus  and  vegetable 
growers  throughout  Florida. 

Lakeland  has  fifty-two  churches,  and  this  city  is  also  the  home  of 
the  Southeastern  Bible  Institute,  Baptist  Bible  Institute,  and  Inter- 
national Apostolic  and  Evangelistic  Missionary  School. 

Within  easy  driving  distance  of  Lakeland  are  such  major  attrac- 
tions as  Cypress  Gardens  and  Bok  Tower. 

Cypress  Gardens,  located  near  Winter  Haven,  is  known  as 
"America's  Tropical  Wonderland/'  One  of  its  highlights  is  the  daily 
water  ski  show  which  you  have  probably  seen  featured  in  many 
moving  picture  shorts.  Nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  people  annually 
visit  these  gardens  to  view  the  rare  and  exotic  plants  which  have 
been  gathered  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  form  a  paradise  of 
genuine  beauty. 

Bok  Tower,  near  the  city  of  Lake  Wales,  is  unique  among 
Florida's  free  attractions  and  is  a  gift  to  the  American  people  from 
Edward  Bok,  noted  publisher.  This  tower  is  located  on  the  highest 
point  in  Florida.  It  is  surrounded  by  beautiful  trees  and  shrubs 
which  form  a  bird  sanctuary.  Thousands  of  people  come  to  marvel 
at  the  beauty  of  the  tower  and  to  listen  to  the  recitals  given  during 
each  winter  season  by  Anton  Brees,  famous  carillonneur.  In  the 
tower  are  seventy-one  bells,  weighing  123,000  pounds,  which  send 
their  mellow  tones  out  over  the  beautiful  grounds. 

You'll  enjoy  watching  the  Detroit  Tigers  train  at  Lakeland's 
Henley  Field;  and  after  watching  this  strenuous  exercise,  a  dinner 
at  Morrison  Cafeteria  will  hit  the  spot. 


MIAMI,  seat  of  Dade  County,  is  located  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  State,  350  miles  south  of  Jacksonville.  Actually  this  city  lies 
midway  between  the  continents  of  North  and  South  America  with 
more  than  250  million  neighbors. 

Henry  M.  Flagler  "discovered"  Florida's  east  coast  in  1884.  In 
1896  the  first  railway  train  pulled  into  Miami,  then  only  a  small 
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The  Singing  Tower,  built  by  Edward  Bok,  located  near  Lake  Wales. 
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Indian  trading  post.  Today  428,000  persons  reside  in  Greater  Miami. 
The  city  proper  has  a  permanent  population  of  270,000  as  com- 
pared with  172,172  in  1940.  In  1948  building  permits  were  valued 
at  $56,000,000,  and  15,000  new  homes  were  started  or  completed. 

Miami  has  been  described  as  'The  Miracle  City,"  "City  of  the 
Sun,"  "Magic  City,"  and  "City  of  Golden  Opportunity,"— all  of 
which,  if  combined  into  one  expression,  would  fail  to  convey  an 
accurate  impression  of  this  metropolis.  I  prefer  to  call  it  "New 
York,  Jr."  although  in  some  respects,  such  as  climate,  this  alias 
does  Miami  a  gross  injustice.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  property 
here  was  once  purchased  from  the  government  at  from  75  cents  to 
$1.25  per  acre. 

Greater  Miami  plays  host  to  3,000,000  visitors  annually.  New 
accommodations  for  the  vacationer  are  in  evidence  everywhere 
within  a  price  range  to  fit  any  purse. 

Miami  is  justified  in  telling  the  world  about  its  wonderful  climate. 
The  sun  shines  an  average  of  359  days  out  of  each  year.  Facilities 
for  recreation  are  unmatched  by  any  other  resort  city  in  the  world. 
Every  imaginable  sport  from  checkers  to  horse  racing  (except  snow 
skiing)  may  be  enjoyed.  Adjacent  waters  provide  a  fisherman's 
paradise,  and  the  Metropolitan  Fishing  Tournament  is  an  annual 
event.  Ex-President  Herbert  Hoover  caught  the  second  winning 
catch  of  bone  fish  in  1946. 

Miami's  growth  is  not  based  entirely  on  desire  for  the  sun. 
Industrially  this  city  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  New  shops, 
manufacturing  plants  and  assembly  plants  are  springing  up  in 
nearly  every  section.  Miami's  garment  industry  now  leads  the 
world  in  the  manufacture  of  resort  wear.  The  slogan  "America 
Cares  What  Miami  Wears"  is  spreading  across  the  country.  Such 
specialties  as  sport  clothes  and  beach  togs  are  now  distributed  in 
all  forty-eight  states  and  many  foreign  countries.  In  this  fashion 
industry  more  than  eighty  plants  are  now  operating  with  an  annual 
production  amounting  to  $15,000,000. 

This  city  has  become  the  hub  of  the  whole  Caribbean  area  as 
well  as  the  gateway  to  the  prospering  countries  of  Latin  America. 
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Lincoln  Road,  Miami  Beach's  fashionable  shopping  center. 

More  than  40  per  cent  of  this  nation's  air  imports  and  exports  flow 
through  Miami. 

Miami's  importance  as  an  international  airport  city  cannot  be 
over-emphasized.  This  city,  with  only  1/20  of  the  population  of 
New  York  City,  leads  that  metropolis  and  all  others  in  the  country 
in  the  number  of  foreign  air  travelers.  Well  over  a  million  passen- 
gers entered  and  left  this  international  airport  last  year.  Business- 
men fly  to  New  York,  Washington,  Havana  and  other  cities  to 
complete  their  business  and  speed  back  to  this  "Land  of  Sunshine/' 
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At  this  airport  planes  take  off  or  land  on  an  average  of  one  -every 
two  minutes. 

Roger  Babson  says  that  Miami  could  become  the  largest  city 
in  the  United  States.  Whether  it  achieves  that  distinction  or  not, 
it  is  certainly  headed  in  that  direction.  To  become  the  convention 
city  of  the  world  is  one  of  Miami's  ambitions.  And  why  not?  This 
city  already  has  more  available  facilities  for  handling  visitors  than 
any  other  city  in  the  country. 

But  aside  from  all  its  bustling  activity,  Miami  is  more  than  any- 
thing else  a  city  of  homes  where  it  is  considered  a  privilege  to  live 
the  American  way  of  life  to  its  fullest.  Television  made  its  debut 
in  March,  1949.  Now  Miami  has  everything. 

There  are  five  Howard  Johnson  Restaurants,  several  excellent 
cafeterias,  and  scores  of  other  first-class  places  to  dine. 

* 

MIAMI  BEACH,  which  is  located  on  an  island  just  across  Biscayne 
Bay  from  Miami,  became  an  incorporated  city  in  1915.  Only  thirty 
property  owners  were  present  to  approve  its  charter.  This  island 
was  once  a  desolate  swamp  where  as  recently  as  1914  land  sold  at 
35  cents  per  acre. 

Today  Miami  Beach  has  a  permanent  population  of  40,000. 
Building  permits  in  1948  totaled  $25,000,000.  Real  estate  sales  in  the 
1949  winter  season  aggregated  $68,000,000. 

Miami  Beach  is  unique  in  that  it  has  no  railroad,  no  airport,  no 
factories  and  no  industry  of  any  kind,  save  that  of  playing  host  to 
the  vacationer.  This  eight-mile  island  is  connected  with  the  main- 
land by  several  bridges.  It  is  covered  with  palms  and  other  sub- 
tropical vegetation,  giving  it  the  alluring  atmosphere  of  a  South 
Sea  isle.  The  cleanliness  and  newness  of  the  city  is  impressive,  and 
its  climate  is  ideal.  The  highest  temperature  in  1948  was  93  degrees, 
and  temperatures  of  90  degrees  or  over  were  recorded  on  only  ten 
days  during  that  year. 

Miami  Beach  entertains  100,000  visitors  a  day  at  the  peak  of  the 
winter  season.  Although  there  are  no  trailer  parks,  motor  courts,  or 
tourist  cabins  on  Miami  Beach,  this  city  offers  a  wide  choice-  of  liv- 
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Aerial  view,  downtown  Miami,  Miami  Beach  in  background. 
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ing  accommodations.  The  $4O-a-day  hotel  room  has  been  overpub- 
licized,  and  ample  facilities  at  moderate  rates  are  available.  For 
summer  even  palatial  ocean-front  hotels  offer  substantially  reduced 
rates,  often  one  half  to  one  third  of  the  winter  rates.  Miami  Beach 
is  becoming  almost  as  popular  in  spring,  summer  and  fall  as  during 
the  winter  season. 

Near  millionaires'  row  are  two  miles  of  public  beaches  supervised 
by  trained  life  guards.  You  will  also  find  large  recreational  areas 
municipally  operated  on  a  free  or  nominal-charge  basis,  offering 
facilities  for  many  sports,  including  golf,  tennis  and  water  skiing. 

"Window  Wishing"  along  Lincoln  Road,  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful shopping  streets  in  the  world,  is  a  favorite  pastime,  especially 
for  the  fair  sex.  This  boulevard  is  100  feet  wide  with  25-foot  side- 
walks and  is  divided  by  islands  of  grass  and  stately  palm  trees. 
Here  you  will  find  shops  of  every  description,  from  the  dime  store 
to  the  most  exclusive  sportswear  salon.  Lincoln  Road  resembles 
Fifth  Avenue  transplanted  into  the  glorious  atmosphere  of  the 
tropics. 

For  a  vacation  you  will  want  to  live  over  and  over  again,  Miami 
Beach  meets  every  requirement. 

There  is  food  for  every  taste,  appetite  and  pocketbook,  including 
two  Howard  Johnson  Restaurants. 


ORLANDO,  known  as  'The  City  Beautiful,"  is  the  seat  of  Orange 
County.  It  is  located  in  the  central  part  of  the  State  approximately 
40  miles  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  60  miles  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  The  permanent  population  is  62,000  as  compared  with 
36,736  in  1940.  Building  permits  in  excess  of  $10,000,000  were 
issued  in  1948. 

Orlando  is  famous  for  its  beautiful  homes,  gardens  and  public 
parks.  There  are  forty-two  fresh  water  lakes  within  the  city  limits. 
Adjacent  to  these  lakes  are  41 5  acres  of  parks. 

This  city  has  become  a  highly  important  distribution  point  for 
products  used  throughout  the  surrounding  fertile  orange  and  vege- 
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of  Miami  Beach's  famous  oceanfront  hotel  row  is  shown  in  this 
aerial  photograph  looking  northward  along  Collins  Avenue. 
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Knowles  Memorial  Chapel,  center,  and  Annie  Russell  Theatre,  extreme  left, 
Rollins  College,  Winter  Park. 

table  region.  Important  food-processing  plants  contribute  to  the 
economy  of  the  area.  Orlando  is  the  largest  inland  city  in  Florida 
and  business  and  shopping  headquarters  for  this  section  of  the 
State. 

An  outstanding  development  in  this  community  is  Washington 
Shores,  a  new  Negro  suburban  city  of  270  acres,  the  first  project 
of  its  kind  in  the  United  States. 

For  those  who  are  looking  for  a  "home"  during  their  visit  to 
Florida,  Orlando  offers  a  wide  variety  of  accommodations.  Sports 
of  every  description  are  enjoyed.  Sunshine  Park  is  highly  popular. 
Lawn  bowling,  roque,  horseshoe  pitching,  shufflboard  and  croquet 
arc  among  the  diversions. 

On  the  cultural  side,  band  concerts,  lectures  and  plays  provide 
special  entertainment  for  the  winter  visitor.  Rollins  College  is 
located  at  nearby  Winter  Park.  President  Truman  recently  received 
an  honorary  degree  at  this  noted  institution. 

A  few  miles  away  is  the  city  of  Sanford,  famous  as  the  "celery 
center  of  the  nation."  Here,  also,  is  the  new  farm  training  grounds 
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Aerial  view  of  Orlando. 
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of  the  New  York  Giants.  Some  750  ambitious  ball  players  annually 
learn  the  fine  points  of  the  game. 

And  speaking  of  baseball,  the  Washington  Senators  warm  up 
in  spring  training  at  Orlando. 

Recommended  eating  places  are  Morrison  Cafeteria,  Tramor 
Cafeteria  and  a  Howard  Johnson  Restaurant. 

* 

PENSACOLA,  known  as  "The  Annapolis  of  the  Air/'  seat  of  Escambia 
County,  is  located  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  the  extreme  north- 
western part  of  the  state.  This  city  has  grown  from  37,499  residents 
in  1940  to  75,000  today. 

In  addition  to  being  the  home  of  the  United  States  Naval  Train- 
ing Bases,  this  city  is  an  important  paper  processing  and  manufac- 
turing center.  It  is  the  home  of  the  world's  largest  kraft  bag  fac- 
tory. Thousands  are  employed  in  such  plants  and  in  lumber  opera- 
tions in  the  adjacent  forests. 

The  paper-processing  industry,  comparatively  new  in  the  South, 
is  a  striking  example  of  Florida's  industrial  growth  and  the  utiliza- 
tion of  its  natural  resources.  Many  new  industries  are  being 
attracted  to  Pensacola  because  of  its  wealth  of  resources  and 
strategic  rail  and  water  traffic  facilities. 

Pensacola  is  attracting  additional  tourist  business  with  its  twenty- 
mile  beach  development  program  which  includes  the  transforma- 
tion of  a  long  stretch  of  Santa  Rosa  Island,  facing  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  into  a  giant  playground.  A  new  auditorium  seats  2,500  and 
is  a  focal  point  for  cultural  entertainment. 

The  entire  stretch  of  beach  between  Apalachicola  and  Pensacola 
—more  than  100  miles  long— provides  excellent  possibilities  for  the 
future  development  of  this  entire  area  as  a  vacation  spot.  It  is 
especially  desirable  and  well  suited  to  thousands  of  Americans  in 
the  middle-income  brackets  who  are  unable  to  afford  more  expen- 
sive resort  areas. 

* 

ST.  AUGUSTINE,  seat  of  St.  Johns  County,  is  located  37  miles  south 


Shrimp  fieet  seen  off  Castillo  de  San  Marcos  (Fort  Marion),  St.  Augustine. 


of  Jacksonville  and  has  a  permanent  population  of  18,000,  as  com- 
pared with  12,090  in  1940. 

This  city  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  permanent  white 
settlement  in  the  United  States.  The  Spanish  flag  was  planted 
here  in  1565. 

A  half  century  ago  St.  Augustine  was  the  leading  winter  resort 
in  Florida.  One  of  the  finest  examples  of  Spanish  Renaissance 
architecture  is  the  Ponce  de  Leon  Hotel,  built  in  1888. 

St.  Augustine  is  a  picturesque  city,  and  many  of  its  streets  are 
lined  with  old  Spanish  buildings.  Horse-drawn  hacks  with  good- 
natured  Negro  drivers  are  available  to  tourists. 

Here  you  will  find  what  is  considered  the  oldest  house  in  the 
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Oldest  house  at  St.  Augustine,  the  nations  oldest  city. 


United  States,  built  more  than  350  years  ago.  It  is  a  quaint  edifice 
with  a  traditional  history  going  back  to  the  days  of  the  first 
Spanish  occupation  of  Florida. 

You  can  also  quench  your  thirst  at  the  famous  Fountain  of 
Youth,  a  crystal  clear  spring  visited  by  Ponce  de  Leon  in  1513  dur- 
ing his  historic  quest  for  the  waters  of  everlasting  youth. 

Another  interesting  sight  is  an  ostrich  and  alligator  farm,  the 
largest  in  the  world.  Here  are  thousands  of  live  alligators,  ranging 
in  age  from  the  newborn  to  some  believed  to  be  900  years  old. 

Thousands  anually  visit  La  Leche  Shrine,  established  in  1620. 

St.  Augustine  has  ample  facilities  for  tourists,  and  4,000  visitors 
can  be  accommodated. 

54 


One  of  the  famous  jumping  porpoises  at  Marine  Studios,  Marineland. 
This  feat  takes  place  daily  before  thousands  of  amazed  onlookers. 


FLORIDA  TODAY 

Across  the  Matanzas  River,  which  is  spanned  by  the  Bridge  of 
Lions,  is  St.  Augustine  Beach,  a  popular  place  to  sunbathe,  rest, 
swim  and  fish. 

Eighteen  miles  south  of  St.  Augustine,  on  Highway  AiA,  is 
Marineland,  the  world's  only  oceanarium.  Here  is  seen  the  most 
amazing  display  of  live  marine  life  ever  assembled.  Through  200 
portholes  may  be  viewed  at  close  range  all  types  of  fish  including 
giant  sharks.  At  feeding  time  the  porpoises  leap  out  of  the  water 
to  seize  fish  from  the  hand  of  an  attendant.  This  is  one  attraction 
in  Florida  no  visitor  should  miss,  and  you  will  be  sorry  later  if  you 
forget  your  camera. 

* 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  "The  Sunshine  City,"  is  located  on  Pinellas  Penin- 
sula, midway  down  the  west  coast  of  Florida.  It  is  bordered  on  the 
west  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  a  beautiful  chain  of  coastal  islands. 
To  the  east  lies  historic  Tampa  Bay. 

The  population,  including  the  Gulf  beaches,  is  125,000,  as  com- 
pared with  60,812  in  1940.  Density  of  population  is  more  per  square 
mile  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  Florida^ 

Building  permits  in  10,48  totaled  more  than  $20,000,000.  One- 
family  homes  accounted  for  more  than  half  this  total. 

Being  almost  surrounded  by  water,  St.  Petersburg  is  an  air-condi- 
tioned city.  As  in  other  Florida  communities,  the  sun  shines  nearly 
every  day  in  the  year.  One  of  St.  Petersburg's  newspapers,  The 
Evening  Independent,  gives  away  its  entire  home  edition  every  day 
the  sun  fails  to  shine  on  the  city  before  press  time.  Since  1910, 
original  date  of  this  offer,  this  newspaper  has  had  to  give  away  only 
an  average  of  4^2  editions  a  year. 

Tourism  is  a  $72,000,000-3 -year  business.  Americans  by  the  tens 
of  thousands  come  here  to  rest  and  play  in  the  sun  in  an  environ- 
ment free  from  tension.  This  city  entertains  more  than  300,000 
visitors  annually  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  Canada,  and 
many  foreign  countries.  Probably  no  other  resort  city  compares  with 
St.  Petersburg  in  the  scope  and  variety  of  its  entertainment  and 
recreational  facilities  for  older  people.  The  entire  city  resembles  a 
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Million-dollar  municipal  pier  at  St.  Petersburg. 
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park  and  is  really  a  vast  playground.  Band  concerts  are  held  daily. 
Recreational  areas  include  Williams  Park,  Mirror  Lake  Park, 
Waterfront  Park  and  Bartlett  Park.  St.  Petersburg  has  the  largest 
shuffleboard  club  in  the  world  with  10,000  members  and  207  courts. 
St.  Petersburg  Pier  is  the  focal  point  for  conventions  and  many  civic 
activities.  There  are  three  excellent  yacht  harbors  on  Tampa  Bay 
and  several  other  yacht  and  boat  clubs.  More  than  fifty  miles  of 
Bay  and  Gulf  shores  provide  excellent  fishing,  sun-bathing  and 
swimming. 

Visitors  from  almost  every  state  and  some  foreign  countries 
organize  into  clubs  and  hold  meetings  during  the  winter  season. 
Many  of  these*  organizations  have  a  thousand  or  more  members. 
The  Panama  Canal  Society,  comprised  of  former  Canal  Zone  resi- 
dents, has  its  national  headquarters  in  St.  Petersburg. 

One  of  St.  Petersburg's  unique  attractions  is  Webb  City,  'The 
World's  Most  Unusual  Drug  Store."  Forty-three  stores  operate 
under  one  roof.  "''Doc"  Webb,  its  founder,  said,  "You  can't  any 
more  miss  seeing  it  than  you  could  avoid  Times  Square  in  New 
York."  And  that's  no  exaggeration.  Webb  City  has  a  free  "park-a- 
baby  service,"  complete  with  play  pens,  toys,  experienced  attend- 
ants and  a  hook-up  with  the  store's  public  address  system  so  that 
mama  can  be  called  in  case  Junior  requires  her  immediate  atten- 
tion. Starting  in  1925  with  two  workers,  this  store  now  has  1,200 
employees. 

St.  Petersburg  is  not  only  a  tourist  city.  Its  educational  facilities 
are  highly  rated.  St.  Petersburg  Junior  College  is  an  excellent  school, 
and  there  are  several  private  schools  as  well  as  public  grade  and 
high  schools  where  children  of  visitors  are  made  welcome. 

Industry  is  expanding,  and  more  than  300  firms  are  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  some  1 50  products.  Today  this  city  ranks  second 
only  to  Miami  in  the  volume  of  air  freight  cargo  shipped  into  and 
out  of  Central  and  South  America. 

Biggest  boon  to  St.  Petersburg's  future  business  possibilities  will 
be  the  proposed  Lower  Bay  bridge,  a  1 3-mile  span  connecting 
Manatee  County  and  St.  Petersburg.  Designed  as  a  unit  of  the 
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Al  Lang  Field,  St.  Petersburg,  winter  home  of  the  Cardinals. 


trans-continental  highway  from  Seattle  to  Key  West,  this  bridge  will 
open  an  eastern  channel  to  motor  traffic  on  to  the  Pan  American 
Highway. 

Lying  to  the  west  of  St.  Petersburg  is  a  beautiful  chain  of  coastal 
islands  known  as  the  Gulf  Beaches.  These  islands  are  connected 
to  the  mainland  by  four  bridges  and  causeways.  Thriving  com- 
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Winter  headquarters,  Ringling  Brothers  Circus  at  Sarasota. 


munities  are  developing  rapidly.  For  sheer  enjoyment  of  the  open 
waterway,  magnificent  white  sandy  beaches,  and  some  of  the 
world's  finest  fishing,  these  Gulf  Beaches  cannot  be  surpassed. 
Millions  of  dollars  have  been  spent  for  hotels,  apartment  houses, 
cottage  cabins,  and  motor  courts  to  meet  the  growing  popularity 
of  this  vacation  territory. 

Both  the  famed  New  York  Yankees  and  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals 
train  here. 

Good  food  is  served  at  three  Tramor  Cafeterias  and  a  Howard 
Johnson  Restaurant. 

* 
SARASOTA,  seat  of  Sarasota  County,  is  located  on  the  Gulf  of 
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Ringling  Art  Museum  at  Sarasota. 


Mexico,  53  miles  south  of  Tampa.  The  permanent  population  is 
20,000  which  swells  to  around  40,000  during  the  winter  season. 
The  1940  census  was  11,141.  Building  permits  for  1948  totaled 
about  $6,000,000. 

Many  Florida  cities  have  become  famous  due  to  the  fact  that 
some  great  American  chose  to  locate  there.  This  is  true  of  Sarasota 
which  owes  some  of  its  prominence  to  John  Ringling,  whose  fa- 
mous circus  first  established  its  winter  quarters  here  in  1927. 
These  quarters  are  situated  on  200  acres  of  land  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  city.  This  attraction  provides  a  never-ending  source  of 
interest  to  boys  and  girls,  and  adults  as  well.  Here  the  animal  and 
other  acts  for  each  coming  season  are  devised  and  rehearsed;  and 
the  acrobats,  aerial  artists,  and  clowns  can  be  seen  perfecting  their 
new  stunts. 
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Lido  Beach,  Casino  and  Pool  at  Sarasota. 


Another  interesting  attraction  is  the  John  and  Mabel  Ringling 
residence,  former  home  of  the  Ringling  family.  It  is  open  to  the 
public  daily.  Thousands  annually  visit  the  Ringling  Art  Museum 
also  located  here. 

Sarasota  has  an  art  association,  a  school  of  art,  and  a  school  for 
models  designated  as  the  Sarasota  Sun  Debs.  The  Sarasota  Jungle 
Gardens,  with  thousands  of  varieties  of  plants,  tropical  flowers, 
and  rare  birds,  is  an  attraction  worth  seeing. 

The  Sarasota  Angler's  Club  sponsors  several  annual  fishing  tour- 
naments. For  the  golfer,  Sarasota  provides  two  fine  courses,  one 
of  which,  The  Bobby  Jones  Golf  Course,  was  formally  opened  by 
this  famous  champion  in  1927.  This  city  has  one  of  the  largest 
and  finest  municipal  auditoriums  and  recreational  centers  in 
Florida. 

Across  Ringling  Causeway,  some  three  miles  from  the  city,  is 
Lido  Beach,  said  to  be  the  most  beautiful  beach  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  Lido  is  nationally  known  for  its  Casino,  one  of  the  most 
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Architect's  drawing  of  new  multi-million-dollar  Capitol  center. 


modern  and  artistic  shore  recreational  centers  on  the  continent. 
Connected  to  Lido  is  Long  Boat  Key,  an  island  with  a  maximum 
width  of  a  few  hundred  yards.  A  paved  highway  on  this  island, 
12  miles  in  length,  permits  the  motorist  to  view  the  beautiful  Gulf 
waters  and  the  snow-white  beaches.  Other  islands  easily  accessible 
from  Sarasota  are  Bay  Island  and  Siesta  Key. 

While  Sarasota's  principal  industry  is  that  of  catering  to  the 
tourist,  it  derives  considerable  income  from  surrounding  farm 
lands.  In  recent  years  celery  has  replaced  citrus  as  the  big  money 
crop.  Some  1,200  acres  are  planted,  producing  1,650  cars  of  celery 
annually. 

The  Boston  Red  Sox  train  here  every  spring. 

Morrison  Cafeteria  is  a  good  place  to  dine. 

* 

TALLAHASSEE,  capital  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  seat  of  Leon 
County,  is  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  169  miles 
west  of  Jacksonville  and  200  miles  east  of  Pensacola.  Tallahassee 
is  one  of  the  fastest  growing  cities  in  the  State.  Its  1940  population 
was  16,240.  Today  the  census  is  almost  40,000.  An  estimated  100 
families  are  moving  to  this  community  each  month.  Building  per- 
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mits  in  1948  totaled  $6,600,000.  Almost  half  of  this  total  was  for 
private  construction. 

A  vast  State  of  Florida  building  program,  including  new  office 
buildings  and  beautification  of  the  Capitol  grounds,  is  under  way. 
In  1949  construction  crews  were  at  work  on  buildings  costing 
$11,000,000,  and  approximately  the  same  amount  will  be  spent  on 
additional  improvements.  This  project  when  completed  will  provide 
the  State  with  much-needed  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  functions 
of  government,  and  Tallahassee  will  be  one  of  the  outstanding  state 
capitals  in  the  nation. 

The  Tallahassee  of  tomorrow  will  present  a  striking  contrast 
to  this  city  of  yesteryear,  when  it  was  the  only  Southern  capital 
city  east  of  the  Mississippi  not  seized  during  the  War  Between 
the  States. 

Tallahassee  is  the  home  of  Florida  State  University,  a  co-educa- 
tional institution,  and  the  Florida  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  for  Negroes. 

Further  community  expansion  is  in  prospect  for  Tallahassee 
with  plans  set  for  the  construction  of  a  $5,500,000  electrical  gen- 
erating plant  at  nearby  St.  Marks,  and  a  $3,500,000  medical  and 
surgical  hospital  for  the  Veterans  Administration.  The  city  itself 
is  launching  a  million-dollar  street  improvement  program. 

Wakulla  Springs,  located  20  miles  south  of  Tallahassee,  has 
been  the  scene  of  many  underwater  motion  pictures.  Glass- 
bottomed  boats  are  provided  for  viewing  this  remarkable  sight. 

Killearn  Gardens,  located  five  miles  north  on  U.  S.  319,  is  one 
of  the  featured  attractions  of  Florida.  Developed  as  a  private  plan- 
tation over  many  years,  it  was  recently  opened  to  the  public.  Here 
the  camellias,  japonicas  and  azaleas  in  the  many  formal  gardens 
offer  a  thrilling  riot  of  colors  from  December  through  April. 

Tallahassee  enjoys  a  moderate  climate,  and  its  rolling  hills  pro- 
vide a  favorite  territory  for  the  huntsman.  Game  of  almost  every 
kind  is  found.  In  less  than  an  hour's  drive  you  can  reach  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  for  fishing  and  other  water  sports. 

Tallahassee  is  one  of  the  important  gateways  to  the  vast  section 
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of  Florida  which  lies  to  the  south.  As  such,  it  is  the  first  stop 
within  the  State  for  thousands  of  tourists  who  come  to  enjoy  the 
advantages  offered  by  this  "Empire  of  the  Sun/' 

* 

TAMPA,  known  as  "Florida's  Gulf  Coast  Metropolis/'  seat  of  Hills- 
borough  County,  is  located  on  Tampa  Bay.  This  city  has  a  popu- 
lation nearing  the  200,000  mark.  In  1940  the  census  was  108,391. 
Building  permits  totaled  $8,677,881  in  1948.  Economist  Roger  W. 
Babson  recently  predicted  that  the  population  of  this  city  would 
double  within  the  next  twenty-five  years  and  that  it  would  become 
the  main  port  for  business  between  the  United  States  and  Central 
and  South  America. 

Tampa  is  an  important  wholesale  and  distributing  point,  serv- 
ing a  wide  trade  area.  Million-dollar  industries  in  the  general  area 
are  phosphate,  lumber,  citrus  and  cigars.  Here  is  the  only  cement 
plant  in  the  State,  and  two  huge  plants  produce  containers  for 
Florida's  fruit  and  vegetable  crops.  There  are  more  than  500  indus- 
trial firms,  some  with  as  many  as  3,000  employees. 

The  Port  of  Tampa  is  the  largest  between  Norfolk  and  New 
Orleans  in  tonnage  handled.  In  1948,  1,303  ships  entered  this  port. 
Many  of  these  were  banana  boats,  which  formerly  left  with  empty 
bottoms,  but  now  steam  southward  with  full  cargoes  of  shoes, 
electrical  equipment,  textiles  and  other  commodities.  This  port  is 
easily  accessible  to  the  Inland  Waterways  System. 

But  Tampa  is  more  than  an  industrial  city.  It  has  beautiful  homes 
and  offers  a  maximum  of  attractions  to  the  winter  visitor  and 
tourist.  As  a  playground  area  Tampa  and  the  entire  west  coast  of 
Florida  are  attracting  rapidly  increasing  numbers  of  vacationers 
and  home  seekers.  Educational  facilities  in  the  city  of  Tampa 
include  the  University  of  Tampa,  a  part  of  which  was  once  the 
fabulous  Tampa  Bay  Hotel. 

One  of  the  important  annual  events  in  Tampa  is  the  Gasparilla 
Pirate  Festival  and  Florida  State  Fair.  This  fair  is  recognized  as 
the  biggest  mid-winter  exposition  in  the  world  and  one  of  the  four 
largest  fairs  in  America. 
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Man-made  Davis  Island  at  Tampa. 


Mullet  Key,  off  Tampa  Harbor,  is  a  palm-covered  island  of  800 
acres  which  is  being  developed  into  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
attractive  recreational  areas  in  the  State.  A  causeway  will  connect 
the  island  with  the  mainland.  A  zyg-passenger  excursion  boat  now 
plies  between  Mullet  Key  and  the  central  yacht  basin  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

An  unusually  attractive  residential  area  is  man-made  Davis 
Island.  This  island  was  pumped  out  of  the  bay  to  form  what  is 
today  one  of  Tampa's  delightful  communities,  only  a  few  minutes 
from  the  downtown  business  district. 

Dog  racing,  tennis,  golf,  shuffleboard  and  many  other  sports 
make  Tampa  a  mecca  for  sports  lovers.  Sunshine  Park  provides 


Tampa  s  skyline  viewed  over  the  University  of  Tampa. 


horse  racing  during  the  winter  season,  and  the  baseball  fan  can 
watch  the  Cincinnati  Reds  train  here  each  spring. 

If  you  have  a  taste  for  Spanish  food,  try  one  of  the  celebrated 
Spanish  restaurants  in  Tampa's  Latin  Quarter,  otherwise  known 
as  Ybor  City.  Morrison  Cafeteria  and  Howard  Johnson  Restau- 
rant are  also  recommended. 

* 

WEST  PALM  BEACH,  seat  of  Palm  Beach  County,  is  located  292 
miles  south  of  Jacksonville  and  65  miles  north  of  Miami.  The 
permanent  population  is  about  50,000  which  more  than  doubles 
during  the  winter  season.  The  census  in  1940  was  33,693.  Total 
building  permits  in  1948  exceeded  $10,000,000.  Almost  $6,000,000 
was  for  housing  units. 

West  Palm  Beach  has  an  ideal  climate.  It  is  seldom  too  warm 
and  never  too  cold.  Although  West  Palm  Beach  is  a  year-round 
community,  it  offers  residents, and  visitors  almost  every  sport  and 
diversion.  Public  parks  play  an  important  role  in  providing  recrea- 
tional facilities. 
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This  is  a  resort  city  where  you  will  feel  at  home.  Visitors  soon 
become  neighbors,  and  amusements  and  entertainment  are  free  or 
moderately  priced.  To  participate  in  the  annual  Silver  Sailfish 
Derby  in  January  and  February  is  probably  the  ambition  of  every 
big-game  fisherman.  In  only  a  few  minutes  from  downtown  West 
Palm  Beach,  you  can  reach  that  part  of  the  famous  Gulf  Stream 
where  sailfish  abound.  There  is  also  lovely  Lake  Worth  with  many 
bridges  to  fish  from.  Fishing  is  a  twelve-month  sport  here,  365 
days  in  every  year. 

Typical  of  winter  life  in  this  city  is  the  tonic  of  a  daily  swim 
in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  where  water  temperatures  are  "almost  con- 
stantly in  the  mid-yo's.  West  Palm  Beach  is  ideally  located  for 
inland  trips,  being  connected  by  canal  with  Lake  Okeechobee 
which  is  40  miles  to  the  west.  This  is  the  largest  lake  in  Florida 
and  ranks  second  only  to  Lake  Michigan  as  the  largest  lake  located 
entirely  in  the  United  States.  Surrounding  the  lake  is  a  scenic 
drive  from  which  visitors  can  get  a  good  view  of  the  nearby 
Everglades. 

The  Norton  Gallery  and  School  of  Art  is  one  of  Florida's  chief 
cultural  attractions.  The  Gallery  houses  an  outstanding  exhibition 
of  painting  and  sculpture  collected  over  many  years.  This  exhibi- 
tion is  open  to  the  public  and  may  be  seen  without  charge. 

West  Palm  Beach  is  an  industrial  as  well  as  a  tourist  city.  Its 
import  and  export  commerce  is  carried  on  through  the  Port  of 
Palm  Beach.  Here  can  be  seen  ferries  which  carry  an  entire  train 
of  box  cars  laden  with  products  destined  for  Cuba  and  other 
foreign  ports.  Manufacturing  is  expanding  rapidly.  There  are 
plants  for  the  production  of  plastics,  furniture,  boats,  deep-freeze 
units,  electronic  equipment  and  many  other  items. 

Just  west  of  this  city  lies  a  lush  agricultural  section  which  is  one 
of  the  leading  winter  vegetable  producing  areas  in  the  United 
States.  In  addition,  cattle,  poultry  and  tropical  fruits  are  farm 
products  produced  in  this  locality. 

Across  Lake  Worth  from  West  Palm  Beach  is  the  city  of  Palm 
Beach,  gathering  place  of  the  wealthy.  The  fleet  of  luxury  yachts 
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Enjoying  the  scenery  of  Palm  Beach  in  rolling  chair. 


starts  to  arrive  here  in  the  fall  of  each  year,  with  the  owners'  pen- 
nants flying  from  the  masts  of  many  of  them.  The  first  leg  of  the 
seasonal  trek  for  many  of  these  Palm  Beach  visitors  begins  in  New 
York  in  October.  Each  big  ship  arriving  from  Europe  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  usually  means  the  return  to  this  country  of  some  of 
the  Palm  Beach  winter  colony.  Palm  Beach  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  fabulous  cities  in  the  world.  Royal  palm  trees  with 
their  cement-like  trunks  line  the  boulevards,  arid  Australian  pines, 
groomed  to  artistic  perfection,  decorate  the  parks  and  lawns.  What 
is  considered  to  be  the  most  exclusive  shopping  center  in  the  world 
is  located  here  on  Worth  Avenue 

Other  similar  and  equally  popular  cities  in  this  section  are  Lake 
Worth  and  Delray  Beach,  both  of  which  enjoy  the  same  climate 
and  have  facilities  similar  to  those  found  in  the  Palm  Beach  Area. 

Connie  Mack's  Philadelphia  Athletics  have  trained  in  West 
Palm  Beach  every  spring  for  many  years. 

A  Morrison  Cafeteria  and  a  Howard  Johnson  Restaurant  both 
serve  excellent  food. 


CHAPTER    III 


You  Don't  Have  to  Be  Rick 


SOME  PEOPLE  THINK  OF  FLORIDA  only  as  a  place  for  a 
vacation  or  as  a  place  to  retire.  Thousands  of  others  would  like  to 
come  to  this  State  to  live  at  some  period  in  their  lives.  Unfor- 
tunately, many  discard  the  idea  because  of  misinformation.  One 
woman  wrote  me,  "I  understand  it  costs  money  just  to  breathe  the 
Florida  Air." 

Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth.  Like  many  others,  she 
had  formed  an  opinion  from  publicity  which  pictured  Florida  as 
being  exclusively  for  the  rich.  The  fact  is,  you  never  have  had  to 
be  rich  to  live  in  Florida,  as  we  shall  soon  find  out.  Most  of  us 
who  live  here  are  just  ordinary  people  with  ordinary  incomes. 

The  instinct  of  self-preservation  is  one  of  man's  strongest  in- 
stincts. He  is  often  beset  with  the  fear  of  not  being  able  to  provide 
the  necessities  of  life  for  himself  and  his  family.  There  are  times 
when  he  views  himself  as  little  more  than  a  slave  tied  by  circum- 
stances over  which  he  seems  to  have  little  control.  He  is  afraid  to 
risk  making  a  change  and  so  remains  hitched  to  one  locality  and 
one  routine  of  life.  In  many  instances  this  belief  is  unwarranted. 
It  merely  serves  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  we  often  forget  to  fully 
appreciate  the  freedoms  which  we  enjoy  as  citizens  of  this  country. 
One  of  the  most  important  of  these  freedoms  is  the  privilege  to 
live  where  we  choose. 

I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  everyone  can  or  should  come  to 

72 


YOU  DONT  HAVE  TO  BE  RICH 

Florida  to  live.  But  I  am  certain  that  many  people  would  be  better 
off  in  doing  so. 

One  prime  consideration  in  the  choice  of  any  locality  is  the 
opportunity  for  making  a  living;  that  is,  unless  your  financial  needs 
arc  already  provided  for.  But  there  are  other  and,  in  my  opinion, 
equally  important  considerations.  A  recently  received  letter  points 
to  a  major  one  of  these  factors.  A  friend  wrote,  "So  many  people 
wait  until  they  have  accumulated  enough  to  retire  on,  only  to  find 
they  have  waited  so  long  that  they  are  too  old  to  take  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  enjoy  themselves.  So  why  shouldn't  a  man 
come  to  Florida  earlier  in  life  and  get  some  fun  out  of  living  before 
it  is  too  late?" 

There  is  more  truth  than  fiction  in  this  man's  view.  And  the 
presence  of  over  a  million  people,  now  permanent  residents  who 
came  here  from  other  states  and  countries,  proves  that  his  reason- 
ing is  not  only  sound  but  practical.  These  "Crackers"  by  choice 
will  tell  you  that  they  get  more  out  of  life  here  and  spend  less  to 
to  get  it.  They  call  Florida  home  and  do  so  proudly.  And  you 
couldn't  persuade  them  to  leave. 

How  does  this  State  compare  with  other  parts  of  the  United 
States  in  economy  of  living  costs?  Let's  do  some  investigating 
and  find  out  just  how  far  your  dollars  will  go  in  Florida. 

Of  course  you  can  throw  your  money  away  here  the  same  as 
anywhere  else.  You  can  go  to  a  swanky  night  club  and  pay  $25 
for  a  couple  of  sandwiches  plus  cover  charge  and  floor  show.  Or 
you  can  go  to  a  nearby  drive-in  and  get  a  "hot  dog"  for  a  dime.  You 
probably  can  get  along  on  a  shoestring  in  this  State  better  than 
in  most  places.  But  don't  get  the  idea  that  you  can  get  by  on 
nothing  at  all.  You  can't. 

The  chief  items  in  everybody's  budget  are  food,  clothing,  hous- 
ing, taxes  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  such  as  automobile  costs 
and  money  spent  for  amusements  and  doctor  bills.  Almost  every 
condition  here  favors  lower  living  costs,  and  the  majority  of  these 
savings  are  due  fundamentally  to  the  mild  climate.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  cite  all  of  these  savings.  But  I  will  mention  enough  of 
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them  to  convince  you  that  it  costs  no  more,  and  in  many  instances 
less,  to  live  in  Florida  than  in  most  other  states.  Let's  begin  with 
an  item  which  we  all  dislike  to  pay— taxes. 

While  we  all  agree  that  taxes  in  this  country  are  high,  they  are 
not  as  bad  in  Florida  as  in  most  states.  In  fact,  Florida  is  probably 
as  close  to  a  taxpayer's  paradise  as  can  be  found  in  the  nation. 

Florida  has  no  general  sales  tax,  (a  limited  sales  tax  passed  in  1949 
exempted  food  products  and  many  other  items  in  the  family 
budget),  no  state  income  tax,  no  state  real  estate  tax,  no  poll  tax, 
no  luxury  tax,  no  service  tax,  and  no  county  real  estate  tax  on  the 
first  $5,000  assessed  valuation  on  homesteads.  This  homestead  ex- 
emption also  applies  to  city  taxes  on  residences  occupied  by  the 
owner,  except  in  cases  where  municipalities  have  a  bonded  indebted- 
ness. The  Florida  inheritance  tax  is  limited  to  the  amount  allowed 
as  a  deduction  from  the  Federal  inheritance  tax. 
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Part  of  a  mixed  herd  on  a  cattle  farm  not  far  from  Ocala. 
Facing  the  camera  are  three  young  Brahmans. 


With  all  of  these  tax  advantages  you  probably  are  wondering 
where  the  State  of  Florida  gets  revenue  for  essential  government 
operations  and  improvements.  Eighty-three  and  one-half  per  cent 
of  all  State  revenue  comes  chiefly  from  taxes  on  gasoline,  bever- 
ages, cigarettes,  racing  and  motor  vehicle  licenses.  The  balance  of 
i6l/2  per  cent  comes  from  the  Federal  Government. 

Your  food  bill  in  Florida  will  be  about  the  same  as  in  any  other 
state.  Fruits  and  vegetables  grown  here  are  very  low-priced  dur- 
ing the  harvesting  seasons.  And  many  vegetables  are  twice-a-year 
crops.  If  you  live  in  the  citrus  belt  which  covers  a  large  area  in 
the  State,  you  probably  will  have  orange  and  grapefruit  trees  in 
your  back  yard.  Citrus  is  low-priced  most  of  the  year  all  over  the 
State. 

Florida  is  becoming  an  important  cattle-producing  state,  which 
helps  to  keep  meat  prices  in  line.  In  past  years  many  visitors  and 
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residents  refused  to  buy  Florida  beef  because  of  its  then  admitted 
inferior  quality.  But  scientific  feeding  has  changed  this  picture. 
Today  Florida  beef  will  in  many  cases  grade  the  same  quality  as 
high-class  western  beef. 

As  previously  pointed  out,  good  fishing  abounds  in  Florida.  So 
there  is  always  an  opportunity  to  economize  by  landing  a  few  bass 
or  perch  in  the  inland  lakes,  or  by  catching  other  varieties  of  fish 
found  in  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf. 

If  you  are  from  one  of  the  major  dairy  states,  you  will  imme- 
diately note  that  milk  is  priced  several  cents  higher  per  quart. 
Some  fruits  not  grown  in  this  area  cost  somewhat  more.  But  the 
over-all  balance  in  food  costs,  without  doubt,  will  be  a  little  in 
your  favor. 

There  are  many  fine  food  stores  in  Florida,  including  some  of 
the  nationally  known  retail  chains.  Fine  markets  not  only  make 
shopping  for  food  a  pleasure  but  by  competition  tend  to  save  cus- 
tomer dollars. 

As  to  clothing:  The  object  is  not  how  many  clothes  you  have 
or  how  fine  they  are;  comfort  is  the  chief  concern.  You  are  com- 
pletely free  of  the  intolerable  burden  of  "keeping  up  with  the 
Joneses/'  Heavy  clothing  is  definitely  not  needed.  Men  never  wear 
overcoats,  seldom  wear  topcoats,  and  only  once  in  a  while  wear 
suit  coats.  Business  and  professional  men  wear  short-sleeved,  open- 
necked  sport  shirts  during  many  months  of  the  year.  Neckties  are 
knotted  only  on  more  formal  occasions.  In  most  localities  men 
spend  much  of  their  leisure  time  dressed  in  T-shirts,  shorts  and 
comfortable  sport  shoes.  In  fact  the  average  man  will  save  from 
$50  to  $100  per  year  on  suit  purchases  alone. 

Housewives  do  their  daily  chores  dressed  for  the  most  part  in 
shorts.  Some  wear  the  same  attire  for  a  quick  trip  to  market. 
Others  prefer  lightweight  cotton  prints  for  shopping  and  afternoon 
wear.  Sandals  and  playshoes  are  in  evidence  all  year.  Hats  are  re- 
served for  more  formal  occasions.  Stockings  are  seldom  worn.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  that  item  alone  is  a  major  factor  in  lowering  cloth- 
ing costs  in  Florida. 
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Excellent  style  shops  can  be  found  everywhere  in  the  State,  and 
there  is  a  wide  range  of  top-fashion  clothing  selections  in  every 
price  range.  The  department  stores  noted  for  their  famous  catalogs 
and  most  of  the  leading  retail  clothing  chains  have  branch  stores 
from  Jacksonville  to  Tampa  and  from  Pensacola  to  Miami. 

There  are  many  economies  peculiar  to  living  in  Florida.  Your 
house  requires  but  little  heat,  and  fuel  bills  are  negligible.  The 
idea  here  is  not  to  keep  the  fresh  air  out,  but  to  let  it  in.  Your 
auto  radiator  needs  no  anti-freeze,  and  you  won't  want  chains  for 
your  car,  or  a  shovel  to  dig  the  snow  out  of  your  driveway.  Bodily 
ills  and  doctor  bills  are  fewer,  and  many  recreations  are  either  free 
or  low  priced. 

A  very  important  cost-of-living  item  for  everyone  is  housing. 
It  is  with  pride  that  I  give  you  the  facts  about  housing  in  Florida. 
In  my  description  of  cities  in  the  previous  chapter,  I  mentioned 
the  building  permits  so  that  you  could  form  an  opinion  in  this 
respect  about  each  locality.  Now  I  will  tell  you  what  has  happened 
to  housing  in  all  of  Florida. 

During  1947  and  1948  Florida  topped  all  southeastern  states  in 
home  construction,  and  held  its  fourth  position  in  this  field  for 
the  entire  nation.  Only  Texas,  California  and  New  York  exceeded 
Florida's  home-building  figures  in  that  period.  I  predict  that  Flor- 
ida will  be  one  of  the  first  states  in  this  nation  to  solve  its  housing 
shortage  problem.  This  State  has  already  traveled  a  long  way 
toward  reaching  this  coveted  goal. 

There  are  five  ways  to  get  a  roof  over  your  head  in  Florida.  You 
can  pay  rent,  live  in  a  trailer,  park  your  boat  at  a  nearby  dock, 
build  your  own  house,  or  buy  a  home  already  built.  It  is  usually 
easier  to  rent  a  furnished  room  or  apartment,  or  even  a  house, 
here  than  in  large  cities  of  the  north.  On  a  yearly  basis  you  will 
probably  pay  less,  too.  But  unless  you  are  just  naturally  lucky,  you 
may  have  to  do  some  looking  around  to  find  what  you  want  at  the 
price  you  can  afford  to  pay.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  the  law  of 
supply  and  demand  is  rapidly  affecting  housing  in  Florida.  This  is 
true  of  both  prices  and  units  available.  My  belief  is  that  before 
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long  the  situation  which  has  been  in  effect  since  the  war  will  be 
reversed. 

As  an  indication  of  this  trend,  I  recently  saw  hotel  rooms  ad- 
vertised in  a  Florida  newspaper  at  from  $5  to  $8  a  week.  The 
hotel  was  located  in  a  good  section  of  town,  near  shopping  centers-, 
and  the  price  included  daily  maid  service.  Advertised  in  the  same 
paper  were  unfurnished  new  houses  only  a  block  from  the  ocean 
at  $49.50  per  month.  You  won't  find  new  homes  in  all  parts  of 
the  State  at  this  rent,  but  moderately  priced  places  are  usually 
available.  Incidentally,  the  best  way  to  get  up-to-date  information 
about  rentals  or  other  housing,  aside  from  coming  here  in  person, 
is  to  subscribe  to  a  newspaper  from  the  locality  in  which  you  are 
interested.  A  list  of  such  newspapers,  including  short-time  sub- 
scription rates,  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

Trailer  life  is  one  of  the  most  economical  ways  to  live  in  Florida. 
This  is  an  ideal  solution  to  the  housing  shortage  for  the  ordinary 
workingman  or  the  vacationer.  Lots  of  people  live  in  trailers  here 
the  year  around  and  find  it  a  most  satisfactory  and  economical 
way  of  life.  A  recent  survey  showed  85,000  families  living  in 
trailers  in  Florida.  Many  acquired  the  trailer  habit  during  the  war. 
They  liked  the  idea  so  well  that  they  took  the  wheels  off,  planted 
flower  gardens  around  the  trailers,  and  settled  down  to  stay. 

The  modern  trailer  has  every  convenience,  including  hot  and 
cold  running  water,  electric  stove  and  refrigerator.  Some  are 
equipped  with  air  conditioning  and  also  have  porches.  Even  tele- 
phones can  be  installed.  There  are  thousands  of  trailer  parks  in 
Florida.  Some  are  among  the  most  modern  in  the  world.  They 
provide  individual  water  connections,  metered  electric  service,  free 
garbage  disposal,  showers  and  toilets,  as  well  as  recreational  facili- 
ties, children's  playgrounds  and  nearby  shopping  centers.  Many  are 
beautifully  landscaped  and  are  located  near  ocean  beaches  or  on 
lake  shores.  Some  trailer  parks  have  community  buildings  where 
you  can  become  acquainted  with  your  neighbors  and  enjoy  games 
and  other  social  functions. 

Compared  with  living  in  a  fixed  home,  trailer  life  is  not  only 
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easy  but  cheap.  Rates  of  charge  depend  upon  the  length  of  your 
stay.  One  dollar  is  the  usual  overnight  charge,  and  $3  the  usual 
weekly  fee.  Some  are  even  less  expensive. 

And  now,  let's  consider  the  problem  of  acquiring  a  home  of 
your  own  in  Florida.  You  will  want  to  know  about  the  cost  and 
whether  it  is  better  to  build  a  home  or  buy  one  already  con- 
structed. First,  let  me  remind  you  that  in  Florida  many  people 
have  learned  they  can  live  comfortably  in  a  smaller  and  less  ex- 
pensive house.  This  is  because  so  much  more  time  is  spent  out- 
doors. A  screened  or  glassed-in  porch  is  a  must  in  your  Florida 
home,  and  you  will  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  lived-in  places 
in  the  house.  Remember  too,  you  don't  want  to  make  the  mistake 
of  building  a  house  that  will  be  a  burden  or  too  costly  to  maintain. 

When  you  decide  to  obtain  a  home  in  Florida,  my  advice  is  not 
to  make  the  mistake  of  investing  your  money  in  one  locality,  only 
to  find  out  later  that  some  other  place  would  have  been  more  suit- 
able. To  avoid  this  you  should  see  as  much  of  Florida  as  you  can 
before  deciding  on  a  home  site.  Only  when  you  have  made  up 
your  mind  on  this  point  are  you  ready  to  look  around  for  a  piece 
of  property  that  will  best  suit  your  needs.  There  are  many  im- 
portant considerations  in  making  this  decision.  If  you  expect  to 
build  a  house,  the  size  of  the  lot  or  plot  of  ground  you  need  is  a 
factor.  This  is  governed  by  how  large  a  home  you  want  and  whether 
you  wish  to  have  a  garden  or  some  fruit  trees.  Fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables  are  recognized  as  being  vital  to  health.  Nutritionists 
have  shown  us  that  these  garden  products  are  of  particular  value 
because  of  their  vitamin  and  mineral  content.  So  if  you  really  enjoy 
good  vegetables,  you  can  grow  them  in  your  own  back  yard,  and 
you  can  have  your  own  orange  and  grapefruit  trees.  But  don't 
overestimate  your  needs  when  planting  a  garden.  Remember,  you 
may  not  be  as  young  as  you  once  were.  A  friend  of  mine  jokingly 
advised  me  never  to  plant  more  than  my  wife  could  take  care  of. 
This  sounds  like  a  safe  rule  to  go  by. 

A  local  real  estate  broker  familiar  with  the  locality  can  be  of 
great  assistance  in  helping  you  select  a  plot  of  ground.  He  can 
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Above,  Typical  trailer  park  on  the  west  coast  of  Florida.  Below,  Enjoying  trailer  life 
in  one  of  the  State  s  largest  trailer  parks  at  Sarasota. 
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advise  you  on  the  distances  to  shopping  centers,  transportation 
lines,  churches  and  schools.  The  seller  pays  the  real  estate  com- 
mission, so  you  have  the  benefit  of  this  service  free  of  charge. 

Once  you  have  located  a  suitable  piece  of  property,  remember 
the  old  saying,  "Investigate  before  you  invest!"  There  are  four 
things  you  should  do  before  signing  a  contract  to  buy: 

First,  find  out  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  and  inquire 
about  local  taxes.  Second,  be  certain  the  property  is  high  and  dry. 
Third,  if  you  expect  to  grow  fruits  and  vegetables,  it  is  wise  to 
consult  the  county  farm  agent  or  have  the  soil  tested  by  a  reliable 
firm.  Fourth,  consult  a  good  lawyer  and  make  sure  the  title  is 
clear.  When  these  points  have  been  settled,  have  your  attorney 
prepare  a  contract  with  the  seller.  It  is  not  wise  to  make  a  deposit 
on  any  piece  of  property  without  legal  advice. 

With  your  site  selected  you  will  need  the  services  of  a  reliable 
architect  to  assist  you  in  drawing  up  plans  and  supervising  the 
actual  construction.  While  many  homes  are  built  without  archi- 
tectural service,  the  architect's  fee  in  the  majority  of  cases  will  be 
more  than  saved  in  actual  construction  costs.  Architects  have  the 
know-how  that  most  of  us  think  we  possess  but  don't.  They  can 
cut  corners  here  and  there,  and  by  using  their  plans,  you  will  have 
a  better  constructed  and  more  livable  home. 

Local  chambers  of  commerce  can  supply  you  with  the  names  of 
registered  architects,  reliable  real  estate  dealers  and  competent 
attorneys. 

How  much  should  you  invest  in  a  home?  Authorities  agree  that 
the  total  cost  should  not  exceed  2l/2  times  your  yearly  income. 
Experts  in  the  mortgage-lending  field  believe  that  monthly  pay- 
ments should  not  amount  to  more  than  one  fourth  of  your  monthly 
income.  If  you  do  not  have  sufficient  funds  to  build  your  home,  a 
loan  can  usually  be  obtained  through  FHA,  local  building  and 
loan  associations,  major  insurance  companies  or  banks.  Generally, 
every  person  with  a  steady  income  and  a  good  credit  reputation 
can  obtain  a  loan  without  difficulty;  that  is,  providing  the  home 
he  intends  to  build  is  structurally  acceptable,  has  a  sound  long- 

82 


Typical  bungalow  at  Ellinor  Village,  Ormond  Beach. 


range  value,  and  is  priced  within  his  means.  Such  loans  can  be 
arranged  up  to  90  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  of  moderately  priced 
homes.  These  loans  may  be  paid  off  in  monthly  installments  over 
a  period  of  twenty-five  years  or  less. 

Building  a  home  in  Florida  is  somewhat  different  from  building 
a  home  in  northern  climates.  There  are  many  savings  in  building 
in  this  State.  Construction  work  here  never  stops  because  of  win- 
ter weather.  Most  medium-sized  houses,  as  well  as  some  larger 
buildings,  are  constructed  of  hollow  tile  or  concrete  blocks.  Either 
is  a  very  satisfactory  material,  and  each  provides  its  own  insulation. 
Few  homes  here  are  built  with  basements.  They  are  not  needed  to 
house  heating  plants  or  furnaces.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  a 
basement  usually  represents  almost  25  per  cent  of  the  total  cost 
of  the  ordinary  house. 

Another  economy  in  building  in  Florida  is  the  substitution  of 
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an  inexpensive  car  port  for  a  garage.  Neither  is  an  absolute 
necessity  because  you'll  never  find  your  car  covered  with  snow. 
Actually  all  you  need  is  a  shelter  to  protect  your  car  from  sunlight 
and  showers.  Here  in  Florida  where  there  is  little  or  no  frost, 
shallow  footings  are  possible,  and  water  pipes  may  be  laid  close  to 
the  surface  of  the  ground. 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  follow  the  example  of  a  neighbor  of 
mine  who  came  to  Florida  in  a  trailer.  He  bought  a  lot,  parked 
the  trailer  on  it,  and  built  his  own  house  in  his  leisure  time.  He 
lived  in  the  trailer  while  building  and  avoided  paying  rent.  When 
he  finished  his  home  and  was  ready  to  move  in,  he  sold  the  trailer 
and  recovered  most  of  his  investment  in  it. 

Building  a  house  yourself  may  sound  frightening.  With  a  little 
assistance  you  can  learn  to  lay  bricks  or  blocks,  drive  nails  and 
saw  wood.  If  the  home  is  small,  doing  a  little  work  each  weekend 
and  in  other  spare  time  quickly  adds  up  to  a  finished  job.  You 
will  undoubtedly  have  to  hire  an  electrician  and  a  plumber.  Many 
people  have  discovered  this  way  to  beat  the  housing  shortage  and 
obtain  a  home  with  the  lowest  possible  outlay  of  cash.  "Do  it 
yourself"  is  their  motto.  I'll  admit  this  takes  a  lot  of  pioneer  spirit, 
ambition  and  hard  work,  but  it's  worth  the  effort. 

This  idea  of  building  your  own  home  is  becoming  increasingly 
popular,  especially  in  Florida.  Building  and  loan  companies  are 
awakening  to  the  possibilities  in  this  field.  I  recently  noticed  an 
ad  in  a  Florida  newspaper.  It  read,  "If  you  are  man  enough  to 
help  yourself,  we  will  help  you  build  a  house.  You  furnish  the 
labor,  and  we  will  furnish  the  money  for  materials." 

So  take  your  choice.  Hire  a  contractor,  or  build  it  yourself.  Per- 
sonally, I  think  there  is  greater  satisfaction  and  more  fun  the 
latter  way,  if  you  can  do  it. 

While  many  people  prefer  to  build,  the  majority  buy  a  home 
already  completed.  Again,  a  reliable  realtor  can  be  of  considerable 
assistance.  Homes  can  be  purchased  in  Florida  in  a  wide  price 
range,  and  prices  vary  about  as  much  here  as  they  do  in  other 
states.  However,  I  am  convinced  that  you  can  get  as  much  for 
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your  money,  probably  more,  in  this  State  as  in  any  state.  But  there 
are  a  few  precautions  that  you  should  not  overlook  when  buying 
real  estate  in  Florida. 

Buying  a  home  is  usually  one  of  the  largest  investments  the 
average  family  makes.  You  don't  want  to  make  the  mistake  of 
spending  your  money  on  a  jerry-built  house  or  a  ramshackle  fire 
trap.  This  is  no  time  to  throw  caution  to  the  winds  and  jump 
recklessly  into  a  proposition  that  will  cause  you  future  worry  and 
expense.  One  way  to  find  out  whether  you  are  offered  property  at 
a  reasonable  price  is  to  have  it  appraised  by  the  FHA  or  some 
recognized  building  and  loan  company. 

Another  important  precaution  is  to  get  an  architect  to  look 
over  any  property  in  which  you  may  be  interested.  He  will  give 
you  his  opinion  and  note  any  construction  defects.  Such  help  is 
especially  timely  if  the  house  is  an  older  structure  which  you  may 
be  planning  to  remodel.  This  is  true  also  if  the  house  was  con- 
structed in  that  period  when  quality  building  materials  were  dif- 
ficult to  obtain. 

And  last  but  not  least,  insist  on  a  termite  inspection.  Although 
the  danger  of  termites  in  Florida  has  been  greatly  exaggerated, 
they  can  and  do  attack  houses  with  serious  results.  Such  termite 
inspection  should  be  paid  for  by  the  seller. 

Perhaps  some  of  these  suggestions  seem  like  a  waste  of  time, 
but  they  are  not.  You  are  entitled  to  know  all  the  facts  about  any 
property  in  which  you  invest  your  money  and  which  you  expect  to 
call  home.  Usually  it  pays  to  do  a  little  bargaining  over  prices. 
The  owner's  asking  price  may  be  somewhat  above  what  he  will 
actually  accept. 

On  this  one  point  you  may  feel  secure:  If  you  buy  property 
in  Florida  and  pay  a  reasonable  and  not  inflated  price  for  it,  you 
have  made  a  good  investment.  To  back  up  this  statement,  I  again 
refer  you  to  a  recent  prediction  by  Roger  Babson,  who  stated  that 
property  in  Florida  will  be  worth  twice  as  much  twenty-five  years 
from  now  as  it  is  today  and  that  this  increase  will  be  gradual  and 
substantial. 
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Generally  speaking,  therefore,  living  costs  in  Florida  are  actually 
less  than  in  most  other  states.  This  is  especially  true  when  com- 
pared with  living  costs  in  larger  cities  of  the  north. 

To  summarize:  Your  food  bills  will  be  slightly  less.  Clothing 
costs  can  be  cut  almost  in  half.  Housing  may  be  secured  at  a  sav- 
ing up  to  25  per  cent.  Taxes  are  lower.  Savings  on  doctor  and 
hospital  bills,  savings  in  the  cost  of  transportation  to  and  from 
places  of  employment,  in  money  spent  for  amusements  and  recrea- 
tion, as  well  as  numerous  other  economies  resulting  directly  or  in- 
directly from  the  mild  climate— all  these  contribute  to  making  the 
dollar  you  have  to  spend  go  further  without  sacrificing  any  of  the 
comforts  or  conveniences  of  modern  living. 

In  addition  to  these  positive  economies  is  the  possibility  of  re- 
ducing cash  outlay  for  foods  by  growing  your  own  fruits  and  vege- 
tables and  fishing  for  your  own  seafood. 

So  you  see  it's  true  that  you  don't  have  to  be  rich  to  live  in 
Florida,  and  no  one  has  a  monopoly  on  good  living  here.  The  sun 
shines  on  rich  and  poor  alike. 
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June  in  January 


ALMOST  EVERYBODY  KNOWS  that  it's  June  in  January  in 
Florida.  But  far  too  many  people  have  a  mistaken  idea  about  the 
weather  during  other  months  of  the  year. 

While  we  all  agree  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  perfect  year- 
round  climate  anywhere,  Florida  weather  actually  comes  close  to 
being  just  that. 

After  reading  this  statement,  I  can  see  you  raising  your  eye- 
brows in  skepticism  and  doubt.  Your  imagination  pictures  blister- 
ing hot  days  in  the  summer  and  roaring  hurricanes  in  the  fall. 

I  don't  blame  you  for  wanting  some  good  proof  before  becom- 
ing convinced  that  Florida  weather  in  June,  July  and  August  is 
really  enjoyable  and  that  hurricanes  are  not  as  bad  as  you  thought 
they  were. 

The  assumption  of  sweltering  Florida  summers  has  its  origin  in 
the  belief  that  if  we  were  to  journey  southward  from  the  United 
States-Canadian  line,  temperatures  would  gradually  climb  until  we 
reached  the  equator.  While  this  assumption  is  generally  true 
with  respect  to  both  minimum  and  maximum  temperatures  dur- 
ing fall,  winter  and  spring  months,  it  is  not  necessarily  true  during 
summer  months.  The  facts  are  that  while  minimum  temperatures 
encountered  in  June,  July  and  August  would  become  higher  as  we 
travelled  southward,  maximum  temperatures  would  show  little,  if 
any,  increase.  In  other  words,  during  any  month  in  summer  mini- 
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mum  temperatures  would  gradually  become  higher,  but  maximum 
temperatures  would  remain  almost  unchanged,  with  the  result  that 
low  and  high  temperatures  would  be  more  nearly  the  same 
throughout  each  twenty-four  hour  period. 

Actually,  maximum  temperatures  in  Florida  in  summer  rarely 
equal  maximum  summer  temperatures  in  northern  states. 

I  know  that  this  reasoning,  especially  in  reference  to  maximum 
temperatures,  must  sound  as  stupid  to  you  as  it  did  to  me  before 
I  found  out  differently. 

I  invite  you  to  be  my  guest  on  a  maximum-temperature  tour. 
On  this  trip  we  will  stop  at  several  cities  and  obtain  official  maxi- 
mum temperature  readings  for  the  entire  year  of  1948.  Let's  start 
with  the  hottest  point  and  finish  with  the  coolest. 

Mop  your  brow  and  turn  on  the  fan.  It's  102  in  Cleveland,  101 
in  New  York,  and  100  in  Boston.  In  Los  Angeles  it's  100,  in  Pitts- 
burgh 99,  and  in  Chicago  98.  It's  96  in  Jacksonville,  93  in  Key 
West,  and  90  in  Miami.  Now  you  can  wring  our  your  handkerchief 
and  turn  off  the  fan. 

If  you  want  to  pursue  the  subject  further,  I  refer  you  to  the 
Temperature  Table  on  the  opposite  page.  The  readings  are  official 
United  States  Weather  Bureau  figures.  This  table  gives  you  an 
accurate  year-round  high  and  low  temperature  picture  of  various 
sections  of  the  United  States  from  January,  1948,  to  April,  1949. 

A  study  of  this  table  will  reveal  many  interesting  facts.  It  will 
tell  you  approximately  what  maximum  and  minimum  tempera- 
tures you  may  expect  to  find  in  Florida  and  elsewhere  in  any 
month  of  the  year. 

The  newspapers  every  summer  call  attention  to  heat  waves  and 
sun  strokes  in  northern  states.  I  have  yet  to  see  an  item  of  this 
kind  about  Florida  weather.  Neither  have  I  heard  of  anyone  sleep- 
ing out-of-doors  or  on  park  benches  because  of  the  heat.  Sunstroke 
is  virtually  unknown  in  Florida. 

There  is  a  scientific  explanation  for  almost  everything,  includ- 
ing the  weather.  Two  factors  play  an  important  role  in  modifying 
temperatures  all  over  the  world:  they  are  wind  movements  and 
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nearness  to  large  bodies  of  water.  The  earth's  surface  and  atmos- 
phere obtain  their  heat  from  the  sun's  rays.  The  atmosphere  is 
warmed  principally  by  heat  which  is  re-radiated  after  having  been 
absorbed  or  deflected  by  the  earth's  surface,  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
by  the  direct  action  of  the  sun's  rays  in  passing  through  the 
atmosphere.  When  air  is  thus  heated  it  expands  and  becomes 
lighter.  This  warm  air  rises,  and  the  heavier  and  cooler  air  above 
rushes  in  to  replace  it.  These  movements,  combined  with  the  rota- 
tion of  the  earth,  cause  the  air  currents  which  we  call  breezes  or 
winds. 

Generally  speaking,  the  most  constant  wind  conditions  are  found 
over  the  ocean  and  over  adjacent  low-altitude  land  areas  where  air 
movements  are  not  greatly  influenced  by  continental  masses  and 
mountain  barriers. 

We  all  know  that  temperatures  of  large  bodies  of  water  are 
usually  different  than  the  temperatures  of  adjacent  land  areas. 
Breezes  sweeping  across  water  are  cooled  in  hot  weather  because 
water  temperatures  are  lower  than  land  temperatures.  In  winter 
the  breezes  are  warmed  because  water  temperatures  are  higher 
than  land  temperatures. 

Florida  is  almost  completely  surrounded  by  ocean  and  Gulf 
waters,  so  the  State  receives  the  full  benefit  of  these  almost  con- 
stant breezes.  The  tempering  effects  of  these  ocean  breezes  pro- 
duce a  climate  in  Florida  that  rarely  has  extremes  of  either  hot  or 
cold. 

We  all  know  that  wind  makes  zero  weather  seem  even  colder. 
Conversely,  a  breeze  makes  hot  weather  more  comfortable.  It  is 
a  fact  that  a  90  degree  temperature  in  Florida  with  the  accom- 
panying breezes  does  not  seem  as  hot  as  90  degrees  in  states  where 
there  is  little  air  moving. 

But  don't  misunderstand  me.  It  does  get  hot  in  Florida,  espe- 
cially in  the  hours  when  'the  sun  is  overhead.  But  native  Floridians 
and  weather-wise  visitors  seek  the  comfortable  shade  during  these 
hours.  Mornings  and  evenings  are  almost  always  cool,  and  "sleep- 
able"  nights  are  the  rule  and  not  the  exception.  June,  July  and 
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August  are  the  months  of  the  so-called  rainy  season  when  showers 
occur  almost  every  day.  These  rains  usually  last  only  half  an  hour 
or  so  but  frequently  send  temperatures  tumbling  as  much  as  ten 
to  fifteen  degrees. 

The  warm  Gulf  Stream  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  which  all  but 
touches  the  eastern  coastline  of  Florida,  produces  a  marked  influ- 
ence on  our  winter  climate.  As  you  will  recall  from  school  days, 
this  ocean  current  crosses  the  Atlantic  and  touches  the  shores  of 
England  and  Wales.  Without  its  warming  influence  this  would 
be  a  cold  arctic  land.  Instead,  it  enjoys  a  comparatively  mild 
winter. 

Humidity,  like  climate,  is  a  rather  vague  term.  It  does  not  carry 
the  same  meaning  to  everyone.  Generally  speaking,  people  think 
of  humidity  as  the  percentage  of  moisture  in  static  air.  When 
the  air  is  still  and  heavy  with  water,  one  experiences  a  hot,  stuffy 
feeling.  This  condition  is  rarely  noted  in  Florida  because  ocean 
and  Gulf  breezes  keep  these  moist  air  masses  moving. 
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Two  i8-hole  golf  courses  and  one  q-hole  course  are  the  boasts  of  Coral  Gables. 

Two  of  trie  courses  are  operated  by  the  City  for  the  public  while  the  third 

is  in  connection  with  a  private  club. 

Visitors  to  Florida  frequently  comment  on  the  cleanliness  of  the 
air.  This  is  easily  understandable.  Air  in  this  State  has  been  puri- 
fied as  a  result  of  having  traveled  over  many  miles  of  salt  water. 

A  good  way  to  judge  the  purity  of  the  air  in  Florida  as  com- 
pared with  other  states  is  to  blow  your  nose  on  a  clean  white  hand- 
kerchief. Then  recall  a  nose-blowing  occasion  up  north,  especially 
in  one  of  the  larger  cities  during  winter.  You  will  see  what  I  mean 
when  I  mention  Florida's  clean,  ocean-swept  air.  It's  really  a  joy 
to  breathe. 

Almost  every  fall  newspapers  headline  stories  about  hurricanes 
roaring  toward  the  coast  of  Florida.  Northerners  with  friends  or 
relatives  living  here  usually  become  greatly  concerned.  Long  dis- 
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tance  telephone  lines  are  jammed.  About  this  time  the  average 
Floridian  is  probably  settled  comfortably  in  his  living  room  with 
his  radio  turned  on,  fully  prepared  to  enjoy  the  storm  to  the  fullest. 

It  is  a  fact  that  every  time  a  storm  develops  in  the  Atlantic 
or  Caribbean  it  is  referred  to  as  a  "Florida  Hurricane."  The  truth 
is  that  relatively  few  hurricanes  ever  hit  Florida;  and  the  average 
resident  here  is  less  concerned  about  hurricanes  than  northerners 
are  about  driving  snow  and  sleet  storms,  or  operating  an  automo- 
bile on  icy  highways. 

One  former  Pennsylvanian,  now  a  resident  of  this  State,  per- 
haps best  summed  up  the  sentiments  of  tens  of  thousands  of  for- 
mer northerners  now  living  here  in  these  words:  "I  would  rather 
have  a  yj-mile  wind  than  even  an  inch  of  snow." 

Let's  look  at  some  facts. 

Of  the  ten  major  hurricanes  between  1900  and  1947,  only  three 
touched  the  mainland  of  Florida.  Two  others  passed  over  the 
Florida  Keys.  The  other  five  did  not  touch  any  part  of  the  State. 
More  than  four  fifths  of  all  recorded  hurricanes  came  nowhere  near 
Florida  shores. 

The  most  destructive  hurricane  in  the  last  half  century  started 
in  the  Caribbean  some  two  thousand  miles  southeast  of  Florida 
in  September,  1938.  This  storm  traveled  northward  over  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean  and  did  not  touch  any  part  of  the  United  States  until 
it  reached  the  vicinity  of  New  York.  Long  Island  and  southern 
New  England  recorded  600  deaths  and  $300,000,000  in  property 
damage.  Of  the  four  other  major  hurricanes  which  missed  Florida, 
two  entered  the  United  States  via  Louisiana,  one  by  way  of  Texas, 
and  the  other  first  touched  the  shores  of  North  Carolina  before 
continuing  northward. 

Let's  pause  a  moment  and  see  just  what  a  hurricane  is  and  how 
it  acts.  The  United  States  Weather  Bureau  classifies  hurricanes  as 
circular  winds  with  a  velocity  of  75  miles  per  hour  or  more.  While 
hurricanes  often  develop  circular  speeds  exceeding  100  miles  per 
hour,  their  forward  motion  is  usually  less  than  ten  miles  per  hour. 
A  perfect  illustration  is  a  top  spinning  on  the  floor.  The  top  spins 
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at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  but  its  forward  progress  is  extremely  slow. 
In  other  words,  hurricanes  do  not  approach  with  the  devastating 
speed  of  a  tornado.  Residents  in  the  possible  path  of  a  hurricane 
have  hours,  in  fact  days,  to  prepare  for  the  storm  to  arrive. 

This  is  particularly  true  in  Florida.  Although  September  is  the 
month  when  most  tropical  storms  occur,  the  Weather  Bureau  sets 
up  its  annual  hurricane  watch  early  in  the  summer.  Airline  com- 
panies and  ships  at  sea  are  constantly  on  the  alert  for  weather  dis- 
turbances which  might  possibly  indicate  a  developing  hurricane. 

From  the  time  a  storm  is  first  reported,  the  Weather  Bureau 
begins  to  send  out  warnings  and  frequent  information  bulletins. 
These  are  issued  until  all  danger  has  passed.  As  a  result,  hurricanes 
today  do  not  strike  without  ample  warning. 

There  is  another  factor  about  hurricanes  and  Florida.  The  center 
of  the  storm  must  pass  within  fifty  miles  of  a  place  to  cause  winds 
of  hurricane  force.  Consequently,  the  area  affected  in  any  tropical 
storm  is  small  in  relation  to  the  State  as  a  whole. 

Some  visitors  who  are  not  hurricane-wise  are  inclined  to  flee  when 
a  storm  is  reported  as  approaching  Florida.  There  is  no  real  justifica- 
tion for  this  fear.  In  September,  1948,  a  hurricane  was  reported 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Daytona  Beach.  Guests  at  the  Sheraton 
Plaza  Hotel  expressed  alarm.  Hotel  officials  promptly  offered  free 
accommodations  on  any  day  that  the  winds  reached  hurricane  force 
of  75  miles  per  hour.  Needless  to  say,  no  guest  received  free 
accommodations.  The  tropical  storm  changed  direction  and  went 
out  over  the  ocean. 

So  you  can  see  that  a  gross  injustice  is  done  this  State  by  referring 
to  every  tropical  storm  as  a  "Florida  Hurricane." 

In  the  final  analysis,  Floridians  believe  theirs  is  not  only  a  beauti- 
ful State,  but  a  safe  State  in  which  to  live. 

In  our  newspapers  we  read  of  the  residents  of  the  Midwest  living 
in  fear  of  tornadoes,  cyclones  and  floods.  Other  states  suffer  from 
screaming  blizzards,  torrential  rains  and  even  earthquakes.  Look  at 
these  headlines:  Snow  Plows  Free  400  Motorists  In  South  Dakota 
.  .  .  Dust  Storms  Develop  In  Nebraska  .  .  .  Roaring  Tides  And 

94 


Beauty  everywhere  at  Florida  s  Silver  Springs,  Ocala. 


€)$-Mile  Winds  Pound  California  s  Sea  Coast  .  .  .  Rampaging 
Flood  Waters  Beat  Paths  Of  Destruction  Through  Northeastern 
States  .  .  .  Tornado  Leaves  Oklahoma  Village  Total  Wreck  .  .  . 
Chicago  Weather  Will  Continue  Hot  And  Humid— Little  Relief 
In  Sight  .  .  .  Power  And  Telephone  Wires  Snap  Under  Weight 
Of  Sleet  And  Ice  .  .  .  Snow  Blankets  Large  Part  Of  New  Eng- 
land States  On  Eve  Of  Spring. 

Here's  an  interesting  contrast  in  other  1948  newspaper  stories: 
"New  York,  August  27— New  York  had  the  second  hottest  day  in 
its  history  yesterday  when  the  mercury  soared  to  the  100  mark/' 
Five  months  later,  commenting  on  a  25-inch  snowfall,  this  same 
newspaper  quoted  New  York's  Mayor  O'Dwyer  as  saying,  "Every- 
body wanted  a  white  Christmas— but  this  is  too  white." 
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In  concluding  this  chapter,  I  want  to  tell  you  about  one  instance 
which  stands  out  above  all  others  in  my  memory  when  talking 
about  Florida  weather.  It  conveyed  a  fuller  meaning  to  me  than  all 
other  definitions  and  scientific  phraseologies  combined.  It  happened 
in  this  unexpected  way: 

A  typical  mammy  type  Negro  woman  used  to  come  to  my  office 
looking  for  a  job  "cookuV  fo'  some  nice  white  folk  from  de  north— 
every  day,  'scusin'  Sunday/'  as  she  expressed  it. 

She  stopped  in  one  beautiful  Florida  morning  and  the  conversa- 
tion went  like  this:  "How  are  you  this  morning,  Hattie?" 

'Tse  just  fine,  Mr.  Hunt,"  she  said  with  a  broad  smile.  "De 
weather  am  so  nice  yo'  just  can't  get  mad  at  nobody." 

Hattie,  indeed,  spoke  pearls  of  wisdom. 


CHAPTER    V 


Florida  and  Health 


HEALTH  IS  ONE  OF  GOD'S  most  precious  gifts.  Those  fortu- 
nate enough  to  possess  it  should  do  everything  within  their  power  to 
retain  it.  Those  who  have  lost  it  should  take  advantage  of  every 
possible  means  to  regain  it. 

Everyone  who  has  visited  this  State  will  agree  that  one  nice  thing 
about  any  Florida  "health  treatment"  is  that  it  should  be  easy  to 
take.  But  would  it  do  any  good?  That's  the  important  question. 

You  have  probably  wondered  about  the  reliability  of  claims  con- 
cerning Florida  and  better  health.  You  are  skeptical  and  want  to 
know  if  these  claims  are  merely  a  form  of  ballyhoo  used  to  attract 
the  money-spending  visitor  or  if  they  are  founded  on  facts. 

Not  being  a  physician,  I  am  unqualified  either  by  education  or 
experience  to  give  you  professional  advice.  Your  doctor  is  the  one 
to  do  that.  However,  I  have  completed  an  extensive  investigation 
of  the  claims  made  on  this  very  important  subject.  I  will  tell  you 
what  I  have  found  out. 

The  facts  are  that  Florida's  pure  air,  year-round  health-giving 
climate,  vitamin-packed  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  relaxing 
atmosphere  do  assist  those  who  come  here,  not  only  to  maintain  a 
sound  body  and  mind,  but  also  to  recuperate  from  physical  ail- 
ments and  mental  fatigue. 

Andrew  Carnegie  commissioned  a  scientist  to  travel  the  world 
over  assaying  various  climates,  living  conditions  and  health-giving 
potentialities.  After  spending  two  full  years  in  this  investigation, 
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the  scientist  reported  that  Florida  had  more  to  offer  than  any  other 
place  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Before  considering  these  potentialities,  let's  take  a  look  at  the 
health  problems  which  confront  us  in  this  Atomic  Age. 

Congress  has  recognized  the  growing  importance  of  maintaining 
and  improving  the  health  of  the  nation.  One  of  the  major  problems 
has  been  and  still  is  decent  housing.  You  probably  will  recall  the 
recent  investigation  by  a  Congressional  committee  of  the  almost 
incredible,  overcrowded,  unfit-to-live-in  slum  districts  within  easy 
walking  distance  of  the  Capitol  buildings  in  Washington.  Lack  of 
fresh  air,  lack  of  sunshine  and  sanitation  can  also  be  seen  in  all  its 
squalor  on  the  lower  East  Side  of  New  York  City.  Conditions  are 
equally  bad  in  some  of  the  steel  districts  of  Pittsburgh  and  in  the 
packinghouse  areas  of  Chicago. 

In  fact  you'll  find  men,  women  and  children  living  in  dark,  poorly 
ventilated  tenement  districts  in  almost  every  large  industrial  city 
of  this  country.  It  is  little  wonder  that  ill  health  plagues  these  un- 
fortunate people  who  have  to  live  in  such  places  through  the  long 
and  gloomy  days  of  winter,  and  who  are  forced  to  breathe  the  odors, 
fumes  and  smog  from  nearby  mills,  factories  and  furnaces. 

Contrast  these  conditions  with  Florida.  There  are  very  few  cities 
in  this  State  with  sub-standard  living  facilities.  And  even  where  they 
do  exist,  there  is  plenty  of  pure  air  and  long  days  of  golden  sun- 
shine. If  you  feel  that  fresh  air  and  sunshine  are  overemphasized  as 
health-giving  elements,  turn  back  the  years  to  your  childhood.  You 
can  readily  recall  the  colored  posters  on  the  schoolroom  walls 
stressing  milk  and  other  good  foods  plus  plenty  of  sunshine  and 
fresh  air  for  strong  bodies  and  keen  minds.  These  posters  may  be 
somewhat  faded  today,  but  the  truths  they  heralded  still  hold  good. 
Here  in  Florida  we  have  an  abundance  of  all  of  these  most  neces- 
sary attributes  for  health  and  happiness. 

But  the  by-products  of  inadequate  housing  and  crowded  living 
conditions  are  not  alone  in  contributing  to  the  health  problems  of 
our  people.  The  heavy  strain  of  modern  living  in  the  world 
today  is  responsible  for  scores  of  illnesses  even  more  deadly 
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and  health-destroying  than  the  Donora  smog.  Doctors  are  con- 
tinually warning  of  the  dangers  which  lie  ahead  for  those  who  travel 
life's  road  at  too  fast  a  pace.  Hospital  records  and  those  of  mental 
institutions  contain  the  sad  stories  of  an  ever-increasing  number  of 
these  victims  of  worry  and  tension. 

There  are  a  lot  of  things  wrong  with  all  of  us  that  wouldn't  show 
in  an  X-ray  picture.  These  invisible  symptoms  are  the  result  of 
seemingly  ordinary  experiences  encountered  in  our  every-day  routine 
of  living.  Here's  one  example  of  the  many  nerve-wracking  conditions 
to  which  tens  of  thousands  of  people  living  in  northern  metro- 
politan areas  are  subjected  almost  every  day: 

A  friend  of  mine  formerly  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit.  He 
drove  to  his  office  five  days  each  week,  a  round  trip  of  sixty  miles 
per  day  through  heavy  traffic.  In  winter  months  ice,  sleet  and  snow 
added  to  the  ever-present  traffic  hazards.  Often  the  trip  both  ways 
was  made  in  darkness.  Just  think,  this  man  spent  two  hours  a  day 
in  getting  to  and  from  his  place  of  work.  That  totaled  more  than 
500  hours  per  year,  more  than  twenty  full  days  every  twelve  months. 
It's  little  wonder  that  he  is  living  and  working  in  Florida  today. 

In  many  cities  and  towns  in  this  State  men  and  women  walk  to 
their  places  of  employment.  It's  only  a  matter  of  a  few  minutes' 
stroll.  If  you  live  beyond  easy  walking  distance,  a  bus  will  whis'k  you 
downtown  in  less  time  than  it  takes  the  northern  commuter  to  get 
his  car  started  and  warmed  up  in  winter.  And  if  you  live  in  the 
suburbs,  you  can  drive  to  work  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  eat  your 
breakfast. 

But  time  consumed  in  getting  to  and  from  places  of  business  and 
employment,  especially  in  such  cities  as  New  York,  Boston,  Chicago, 
Philadelphia  and  hundreds  of  other  less  populated  centers,  is  not 
the  only  factor  which  contributes  to  the  tenseness  of  those  who  earn 
a  living  in  skyscraper  buildings  and  mammoth  factories.  These  peo- 
ple are  tired  and  worn  after  a  hard  day's  work.  But  they  walk  right 
out  into  the  rush  hour  with  its  traffic  jams,  crowded  trains, 
busses  and  subways.  As  if  this  were  not  enough,  when  they  reach 
home  the  newspaper  and  radio  tell  them  of  disaster  and  woe,  war, 
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atomic  destruction,  accidents,  strikes,  high  cost  of  living  and  an 
economic  depression  in  the  offing. 

Finally  they  begin  to  feel  fed  up  and  bogged  down.  They  drag 
around  always  tired,  and  often  get  by  on  nerve,  aspirin  or  alcohol. 
The  seemingly  never-ending  task  of  providing  food,  clothing  and 
shelter  grows  monotonous  and  tiresome.  Men  come  to  loathe  their 
work  in  the  factory  and  office.  Women  feel  burdened  with  the  irk- 
some details  of  homemaking.  And  somewhere  along  the  line  they 
lose  a  most  coveted  possession— their  sense  of  humor.  With  millions 
of  others  they  now  share  what  psychologists  refer  to  as  basic  anxiety, 
an  unfortunate  by-product  of  our  modern  civilization. 

I  can  hear  you  asking,  "What  has  all  of  this  got  to  do  with 
Florida?" 

My  answer  is  simply  this:  When  you  have  reached  this  point, 
you  need  a  change.  In  fact  it's  past  due.  You  should  have  taken 
time  out  for  rest  and  relaxation  before  you  began  to  feel  any  of 
these  symptoms. 

The  best  and  only  sure  cure  for  your  condition  is  to  get  away  from 
what  you  are  tired  of  doing,  and  do  something  else  in  a  different 
setting. 

The  Wall  Street  broker  goes  to  the  country  to  get  away  from 
the  ticker  tape.  The  farmer  visits  the  stock  exchange  to  get  away 
from  the  cows  and  chickens.  President  Truman  comes  to  Florida 
to  relax,  while  a  Key  West  school  teacher  goes  to  Washington  to 
tour  the  government  buildings. 

The  actions  of  these  people  are  all  based  on  the  same  need— a 
change  of  environment.  The  benefits  are  the  same  for  President  or 
banker,  farmer  or  college  professor,  factory  worker  or  pencil  pusher, 
society  debutante  or  housewife. 

I  believe  Florida  offers  more  than  any  other  place  in  the  world  to 
maintain  health  and  restore  efficiency. 

As  General  Eisenhower  said  while  vacationing  in  Florida  after 
his  European  crusade,  "It's  the  sort  of  place  that  heals  the  nerves." 

In  recent  years  the  medical  profession  has  intensified  its  search 
for  the  fundamental  causes  of  disease.  It  has  discovered  that  many 
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illnesses  once  considered  entirely  organic  may  be  brought  on  and 
made, more  severe  by  emotional  factors.  Over-anxiety  can  induce  all 
kinds  of  symptoms  which  then  cause  additional  worry.  Two  thirds 
of  the  patients  in  doctors'  offices  complain  of  symptoms  having 
emotional  origins.  This  is  true  no  matter  how  physical  the  symp- 
toms may  appear  to  be. 

When  you  have  attacks  of  indigestion,  heart  palpitation,  and 
other  distressing  symptoms,  and  there  is  nothing  organically  wrong, 
your  physician  will  tell  you  your  trouble  is  purely  functional.  In 
other  words,  there  is  no  physical  disease  to  account  for  your  distress. 
Almost  any  prolonged,  repressed,  disturbing  emotion  can  develop 
these  functional  illnesses. 

Diabetes,  arthritis,  hay  fever  and  asthma  are  frequently  traced  to 
emotional  conflicts.  Peptic  ulcers  may  be  the  result  of  resentment 
or  tension.  Even  the  common  cold  may  be  caused  by  virus  infection 
plus  psychological  factors  that  make  it  possible  for  the  virus  to  take 
hold  because  of  lower  resistance  resulting  from  emotional  disturb- 
ances. Some  illnesses,  such  as  stomach  ulcers  and  spastic  colon,  are 
made  much  worse  when  the  patient  becomes  emotionally  upset. 
Those  who  suffer  from  psychosomatic  afflictions  usually  can  be 
greatly  aided  or  cured  by  getting  away  from  their  difficulties  and 
having  a  good  rest. 

In  Florida  you  will  find  yourself  forgetting  your  weariness.  Here 
you  can  get  your  mind  off  your  worries  and  be  relieved  of  tension. 
Those  who  suffer  from  cardiac  ailments  can  add  years  to  their  lives 
in  Florida.  Persons  having  a  heart  or  kidney  condition  are  adversely 
affected  by  extremes  of  heat  and  cold.  Temperature  variations  in 
Florida  are  so  much  less  than  in  colder  climates  that  visitors  suffer- 
ing from  such  ailments  are  usually  much  improved  after  living  in 
this  State. 

The  even  temperature  and  sunshine  are  of  great  value  in  the  pre- 
vention and  treatment  of  arthritis,  sinus  trouble,  rheumatic  fever, 
pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  ills,  and  various  skin  diseases. 
Rheumatism  and  arthritis  occur  most  frequently  in  winter  and  dur- 
ing the  damp  spring  months  of  the  North.  Medical  research  has 
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proven  that  rheumatic  fever  cases  in  Florida  are  relatively  few.  And 
newcomers  with  established  cases  are  relieved,  and  recurrences  are 
minimized. 

It  is  estimated  that  during  any  winter  month  in  northern  states 
300,000  persons  will  die  from  diseases  of  the  nose,  throat  and  lungs 
who  would  not  have  died  had  they  lived  in  Florida.  This  state  is 
one  great  solarium  where  the  healing  and  invigorating  properties  of 
the  sunlight  and  air  are  far  too  little  appreciated. 

A  survey  shows  that  half  of  the  retired  people  living  in  Florida 
actually  have  lost  such  ailments  as  sinusitis,  arthritis,  colds,  hay 
fever,  sore  throat,  heart  trouble,  rheumatism,  asthma,  and  stomach 
trouble. 
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In  my  opinion,  no  treatise  on  health  would  be  complete  without 
stressing  the  importance  of  an  annual  vacation.  Great  men  since  the 
beginning  of  history  have  had  to  get  away  at  times  so  they  could 
catch  up  with  their  thinking  and  planning  and  regain  enthusiasm 
for  their  tasks.  A  vacation  is  a  chance  to  unwind.  It  is  a  necessary 
period  of  recuperation  for  mind  and  body.  We  should  all  be  thank- 
ful that  here  in  our  country  a  vacation  at  least  once  a  year  has  be- 
come a  national  habit. 

A  London  doctor  said  that  almost  anyone  could  live  to  be  one 
hundred  if  he  were  willing  to  do  the  requisite  things  and  avoid  the 
excesses  that  make  men  old  when  they  could  still  be  young.  With- 
out exaggeration  he  could  have  added  that  Florida,  having  one  of 
the  healthiest  climates  in  the  world,  is  an  ideal  place  to  live  to 
become  a  centenarian  or  to  come  to  when  you  need  a  rest  instead 
of  a  rush. 
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65  Plus 


Seventy  six, 
Fiddle-sticks! 

You  can't  have  fun, 
you're  eighty-one! 


MY  UNCLE  NINAS,  then  eighty-one  years  "young,"  scribbled 
this  doggerel  on  a  greeting  card  and  sent  it  to  my  father  on  his 
seventy-sixth  birthday. 

Although  my  uncle  was  neither  poet  nor  philosopher,  there  was 
more  truth  than  fiction  in  what  he  wrote,  especially  if  you  happen 
to  be  retired  and  living  in  Florida. 

This  State  has  long  been  a  mecca  for  older  people.  To  spend 
their  declining  years  in  the  warm  sunshine  away  from  cold,  wintry 
blasts  of  the  north  is  the  bright  hope  of  many.  Thousands  of  folks 
have  found  new  health  and  happiness  here.  They  retired  only  to 
awaken  to  a  life  they  never  knew  existed.  To  them  Florida  became 
the  "land  of  beginning  again." 

More  and  more  persons  in  the  sixty-five  plus  group  are  being 
offered  opportunities  for  retirement.  The  life  span  itself  is  becom- 
ing longer,  and  the  age  of  retirement  is  being  lowered.  From  the 
economic  point  of  view,  social  security  benefits  are  helping  tens  of 
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thousands  to  take  it  easy  in  their  old  age.  Industry  retirement  pro- 
grams are  becoming  more  prevalent,  and  labor  unions  are  active  in 
seeking  financial  benefits  for  members  when  they  are  ready  to  leave 
their  jobs  for  good.  All  of  these  mean  greater  financial  security  for 
older  people  and  freedom  from  the  fear  of  being  a  burden  on  others. 

There  is  ample  evidence  that  Florida  is  an  ideal  place  for  these 
people  to  spend  their  twilight  years  in  the  sunshine.  The  late  John 
D.  Rockefeller  spent  half  of  his  adult  life  acquiring  a  fortune  and 
the  other  half  in  giving  it  away.  Shortly  before  he  was  ready  to 
retire  his  medical  advisers  searched  the  world  for  a  place  where  he 
could  spend  his  declining  years  and  live  to  a  ripe  old  age.  As  a  result, 
in  1914  he  established  his  home  at  Ormond  Beach,  Florida,  where 
he  lived  until  1937.  He  died  just  a  few  weeks  prior  to  his  ninety- 
eighth  birthday. 

Time  is  the  stuff  life  is  made  of.  Barring  accidents,  man  will  live 
until  his  clock  runs  down.  Just  how  long  that  will  be  for  each  of  us, 
no  one  can  predict. 

An  eminent  English  doctor,  founder  of  the  British  Centenarians 
Club  which  has  6,000  members,  said  that  a  person's  vital  organs 
are  "set"  at  birth  to  last  from  100  to  300  years.  He  added  that  most 
of  us  will  "shuffle  out"  after  living  only  half  a  century  or  so  because 
the  one  thing  we  were  born  without  was  the  intelligence  to  take 
care  of  ourselves. 

It  is  regrettable  that  most  of  us  are  so  busy  spending  our  good 
health  that  we  never  find  time  to  learn  what  we  should  do  to  keep 
it  or  to  take  the  precautions  necessary  to  preserve  it. 

Great  advances  have  been  made  in  the  past  century  in  lengthen- 
ing the  life  span.  These  advances  will  continue.  The  average  child 
born  in  the  United  States  one  hundred  years  ago  could  expect  to  live 
only  to  the  age  of  forty,  although  some  lived  beyond  that  age.  Fifty 
years  ago  a  child  at  birth  could  expect  to  live  an  average  of  forty- 
nine  years.  Now  average  life  expectancy  has  risen  to  sixty-seven. 

Statistics  reveal  another  most  interesting  fact  which  is  encour- 
aging news  for  all  older  people.  If  you  are  now  sixty-five,  a  generous 
portion  of  life  still  remains— 12%  years  for  the  average  man  and 
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years  for  the  average  woman.  This  means  the  average  length  of 
life  for  persons  who  have  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five  will  be  almost 
eighty  years. 

A  long  life  will  not  be  a  blessing  unless  it  can  be  healthy,  vigor- 
ous, productive  and  full  of  diversified  interests.  Florida's  mild 
climate  with  its  freedom  from  extreme  and  sudden  changes  of 
temperature  holds  fewer  hazards,  especially  for  those  of  advanced 
years  or  frail  constitutions.  Here  also,  life  never  need  grow  mo- 
notonous. There  is  always  something  going  on  to  occupy  one's 
time. 

People  should  begin  to  prepare  for  old  age  early  in  life.  They 
should  not  set  their  financial  goals  too  high.  The  wise  person  values 
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good  living  above  monetary  gain.  All  of  us  should  retire  as  soon 
as  we  are  able.  By  doing  so,  we  will  be  healthier  and  happier  and 
live  longer. 

A  worthy  ambition  is  to  get  the  most  out  of  life.  But  many  of  us 
have  always  been  so  rushed  that  we  didn't  take  time  to  play,  nor 
did  we  give  proper  attention  to  our  health.  When  it's  time  to  retire 
one  of  the  greatest  opportunities  of  a  lifetime  presents  itself.  We 
then  have  time  to  take  things  easy  and  guard  our  health. 

During  the  "struggling"  years  you  had  your  car  checked  period- 
ically to  prolong  its  usefulness.  But  the  chances  are  you  didn't  take 
the  same  care  of  yourself.  Occasionally  we  see  a  Model  T  chugging 
down  the  road.  Did  you  ever  stop  to  consider  why  these  antiques 
are  still  running  when  so  many  others  belonging  to  that  generation 
have  long  since  hit  the  scrap  heap?  The  answer  is  care.  So  why  not 
learn  a  lesson  from  the  Model  T?  Now  is  the  time  to  start  taking 
better  care  of  your  "motor"  so  that  you  will  get  a  maximum  number 
of  life  miles  out  of  it. 

It  is  an  excellent  idea  when  this  stage  of  life  has  been  reached  to 
see  your  family  doctor.  Tell  him  that  you  are  ready  to  retire.  He 
can  outline  new  living  habits  which  will  promote  longevity  and 
help  you  become  adjusted  to  a  different  mode  of  life.  While  most 
old  age  ills  are  inevitable,  you  can  live  for  years  with  almost  any  of 
them  by  following  his  advice. 

Florida's  climate  is  especially  good  for  older  folks.  Here  they  can 
be  out-of-doors  the  year  around  instead  of  being  confined  indoors 
because  of  winter  weather. 

You  probably  read  about  the  old  gentleman  from  Michigan.  He 
was  so  eager  to  get  to  Florida  when  winter  struck  that  he  wouldn't 
even  wait  for  train  reservations.  He  decided  there  was  no  point  in 
postponing  his  start  so  he  climbed  into  a  taxicab  and  made  the  trip 
to  St.  Petersburg.  As  he  smilingly  expressed  it  when  he  arrived, 
"It's  just  nonsense  to  stay  up  there  in  the  wintertime." 

I  agree  with  him.  I  can  imagine  no  more  miserable  person  than 
the  man  who  has  just  retired  being  cooped  up  in  a  house  during  the 
long  winter  months  with  nothing  to  do  but  wear  out  the  front  room 
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rug,  while  pacing  back  and  forth  like  a  caged  animal  in  a  zoo.  And 
to  think  he  could  just  as  well  be  playing  shuffleboard  or  baiting  a 
line  in  Florida. 

Preparation  for  retirement  is  very  important.  Just  because  you 
have  reached  this  phase  of  life,  don't  look  upon  it  as  a  chance  to 
spend  the  rest  of  your  days  in  idleness.  Instead,  it  should  be  an 
opportunity  to  do  the  things  you've  always  wanted  to  do  but 
couldn't.  The  man  who  has  spent  most  of  his  life  doing  things  skill- 
fully and  well  should  not  let  this  urge  die  out.  The  trained  hand 
and  mind  can  never  be  idle  for  long,  regardless  of  age. 

With  well-balanced  activities  the  retired  man  will  wonder  how 
he  ever  had  time  to  go  to  the  office  or  factory  five  or  six  days  every 
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week  year  in  and  year  out.  In  retirement  you  can  be  just  as  busy  as 
you  ever  were.  Only  now  you  will  be  busy  in  a  different  way. 

Former  President  Herbert  Hoover,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  has 
a  theory  that  there  are  two  ways  to  cheat  old  age.  One  is  to  keep 
mentally  alert,  and  the  other  is  to  have  a  hobby.  His  favorite  hobby 
is  fishing,  and  he  does  most  of  it  in  the  waters  along  Florida's 
coastline. 

It  is  never  too  late  to  develop  a  hobby,  and  it  seems  that  some 
people  never  get  too  old  to  start  a  new  one.  I  recently  read  of  a 
woman  who,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four,  had  taken  up  horseback 
riding  as  her  latest. 

Sometimes  a  hobby  which  pays  dollar  dividends  is  best.  If  you 
have  enough  ground  around  your  home,  a  few  orange  and  grape- 
fruit trees  plus  a  vegetable  garden  will  help  to  meet  the  family's 
food  requirements.  You  can  also  have  a  personal  hobby  shop  filled 
with  fishing  tackle,  books,  typewriter,  simple  carpentering  tools  and 
whatever  gadgets  you  enjoy  most.  Even  the  wealthy  need  a  whole- 
some hobby  or  two.  John  D.  Rockefeller  frequently  played  golf 
and  sang  hymns  with  members  of  his  household. 

I  talked  recently  to  a  man  of  seventy-four.  He  was  an  executive  in 
one  of  the  nation's  largest  chain  department  stores.  Our  conversa- 
tion drifted  around  to  retirement.  He  told  me  he  had  been  working 
steadily  for  almost  sixty  years.  Although  he  could  have  retired  long 
ago,  he  had  put  it  off  because  he  couldn't  decide  what  to  do  with 
so  much  idle  time.  However,  he  had  finally  solved  this  problem  and 
was  preparing  to  quit  work.  I'll  bet  you  can't  guess  what  he  intends 
to  do.  He  plans  to  attend  college,  the  fulfillment  of  an  ambition 
which  he  has  had  ever  since  he  was  fifteen  years  old.  At  that  age  he 
had  been  forced  to  quit  school  and  seek  employment  because  of 
lack  of  money  to  continue  his  education. 

That  seems  like  a  brilliant  idea  and  a  splendid  example  for  many 
older  people  everywhere.  The  saying  ' 'you're  never  too  old  to 
learn"  is  true.  I  think  it's  about  time  our  schools  offered  post- 
graduate courses  to  all  people  sixty-five  or  over.  This  would  enable 
them  to  make  up  for  schooling  missed  in  their  youth  and  also 
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and  Joiners  of  America,  near  Lakeland. 


teach  them  how  to  grow  old  gracefully  and  gradually. 

In  Florida  most  retired  people  have  individual  homes  and  take  an 
active  part  in  community  life.  However,  there  are  instances  where 
they  have  formed  groups  and  live  together.  An  example  of  this 
mode  of  living  is  found  at  the  national  home  for  retired  members 
of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America, 
near  Lakeland. 

Another  example  of  group-living  is  Olds  Hall  at  Daytona  Beach, 
which  was  founded  in  1942  by  R.  E.  Olds,  former  automobile  manu- 
facturer. Olds  Hall  is  not  a  "home"  but  is  operated  as  a  nonprofit 
organization.  Its  monthly  rates  range  from  $15  for  rooms  to  $35  for 
apartments.  Here  live  retired  missionaries,  ministers  and  other 
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religious  workers  and  their  wives,  representing  virtually  all  denomi- 
nations. It  is  a  real  inspiration  to  hear  hymns  sung  by  the  Olds  Hall 
male  quartet  or  to  see  the  residents  playing  shuffleboard  on  the 
spacious  lawn.  Gardening  is  a  favorite  hobby.  Orange  trees  on  the 
grounds  provide  ample  fruit. 

In  addition  to  the  sixty-five  plus  men  and  women  who  are  perma- 
nent residents  of  Florida,  there  are  many  who  spend  only  their 
winters  here.  Some  of  these  retired  people  live  in  hotels,  apartments 
and  rooming  houses.  With  the  first  coolness  of  late  autumn,  the 
annual  in-migration  begins.  The  highways  become  a  little  more 
crowded.  Many  of  the  cars  seen  are  pulling  a  home-on-wheels.  Some 
of  the  trailers  are  headed  for  the  Bradenton  Trailer  Park  at  Bra- 
denton,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world  with  a  capacity  for  icoo 
trailers.  This  park  is  open  to  tourists  only,  and  no  person  employed 
or  engaged  in  business  is  accepted. 

The  Bradenton  Trailer  Park  has  its  own  weekly  calendar  of 
events.  And  as  the  manager  explained,  'There  are  just  not  enough 
nights  to  do  all  that  we  want  to  do.  So  we  have  to  use  the  after- 
noons also."  Church  services  are  held  at  the  park  every  Sunday 
afternoon  with  local  ministers  officiating.  A  completely  stocked 
store  is  operated  for  the  convenience  of  the  trailerites,  and  excellent 
mail  service  is  provided  twice  daily.  Three  modern  laundries 
equipped  with  electric  washing  machines  make  light  work  of  the 
family  wash.  A  row  of  ironing  boards  has  been  set  up  in  each  laundry 
house  where  women  find  pleasure  in  ironing  as  they  carry  on  a 
friendly  chat  with  their  neighbors.  Many  of  these  people  return  each 
year  to  greet  old  friends.  As  one  of  them  said,  "Why  stay  hemmed- 
in  by  northern  winters  when  you  can  enjoy  Florida  sunshine  in  a 
trailer  at  little  more  cost  than  if  you  stayed  at  home?" 

But  you  don't  need  to  live  in  a  trailer  camp  to  enjoy  such  activi- 
ties. You  can  come  to  St.  Petersburg  and  join  the  largest  sports  club 
in  the  world.  The  membership  exceeds  10,000,  all  of  whom  are 
older  people.  Several  hundred  members  can  "shuffle"  at  one  time  on 
207  shuffleboard  courts.  For  those  who  prefer  less  strenuous  exer- 
cise, there  are  bridge  games  and  tournaments.  Or  you  may  play 

116 


Jacksonville  Beach. 


FLORIDA  TODAY 

cricket,  pinochle,  checkers,  dominoes,  chess,  and  many  other  games. 
Dancing  is  enjoyed  three  times  a  week,  and  the  "girls"  dress  up  for 
the  occasion  with  bows  and  flowers.  Many  of  the  swains  who  walk 
with  the  aid  of  a  cane  discard  this  support  while  tripping  the  light 
fantastic.  This  club  has  its  romances  too.  Recently  a  member 
seventy-seven  years  old  married  his  lady  love  who  was  seventy-four. 
That  same  week  another  "young  couple"  started  life  anew.  He  was 
seventy,  and  the  blushing  bride  was  seventy-five.  The  evening  song 
fest  is  a  great  attraction  and  members  may  join  the  club  orchestra, 
which  is  conducted  by  a  musician  formerly  with  one  of  Sousa's 
bands.  Membership  fee  is  $5  per  year  and  includes  everything  on 
the  grounds. 

So  if  you're  planning  to  stay  up  north  this  winter,  take  the  ad- 
vice of  these  "youngsters."  Pack  your  bag  and  hurry  down  to  Florida 
where  life  begins  at  sixty-five  plus. 
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SO  YOU  WANT  A  JOB  in  Florida?  You  are  not  alone.  Thousands 
of  others  do  too. 

Having  been  an  employment  counsellor  and  business  consult- 
ant in  this  State  for  a  number  of  years,  perhaps  I  can  give  you  some 
helpful  advice  based  on  my  experience  in  assisting  hundreds  of 
people  to  solve  this  problem.  I  will  tell  you  about  some  of  the  oppor- 
tunities, where  they  exist,  and  what  you  should  do  to  find  them. 
Earning  a  living  in  Florida  is  not  much  different  than  earning  a 
living  in  any  other  state.  But  there  is  a  right  way  and  a  wrong  way 
to  go  about  it. 

A  most  important  point  to  remember  is  that  a  change  of  voca- 
tion may  be  necessary.  Types  of  industry  and  kinds  of  employment 
differ  in  various  localities.  Natural  resources,  population,  soil  fer- 
tility and  other  conditions  have  an  influence  on  the  job  situation 
in  any  state.  Pennsylvania  has  its  coal,  Michigan  its  automobiles, 
Kansas  its  wheat.  Florida  is  best  known  as  a  winter  vacation  land 
and  for  its  citrus  fruit.  This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  everyone 
employed  here  works  in  an  orange  grove,  a  fruit  packing  plant,  or 
at  a  resort  hotel.  Florida  has  many  other  types  of  businesses,  and 
industrial  activity  is  increasing.  Nevertheless,  the  kind  of  work  you 
have  been  doing  may  not  be  found  in  this  State.  This  condition 
need  not  be  a  discouraging  factor.  Many  people  have  been  able  to 
overcome  this  seeming  handicap. 
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There  are  numerous  approaches  to  the  problem  of  finding  a  job 
here.  Experience  has  demonstrated  some  methods  to  be  more  suc- 
cessful than  others.  It  is  usually  a  waste  of  time  to  try  to  get  a  job 
by  correspondence  with  employers  or  employment  agencies.  Almost 
always  a  personal  interview  with  prospective  employers  is  essential. 
They  want  to  see  and  talk  with  the  people  they  hire.  There  is  only 
one  general  exception  to  this  rule.  If  you  are  now  employed  by  a 
company  which  operates  branches  in  Florida,  you  may  be  able  to 
arrange  a  transfer.  Included  in  this  group  of  companies  are  chain 
stores,  insurance  concerns,  tire  and  rubber  companies  and  hundreds 
of  others  too  numerous  to  mention.  Such  transfer  opportunities 
will  increase  in  the  future.  More  national  concerns  will  locate  in 
Florida,  and  firms  already  established  here  will  expand. 
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If  you  want  to  get  a  general  idea  of  employment  conditions  in 
any  particular  locality  before  coming  here,  I  suggest  that  you  sub- 
scribe for  a  short  period  to  one  or  more  Florida  newspapers.  The 
help-wanted  columns  will  give  you  some  idea  about  job  openings, 
but  this  will  not  be  a  complete  picture  because  many  job  openings 
are  listed  only  with  employment  agencies.  A  list  of  Florida  news- 
papers with  short-time  subscription  rates  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

I  believe  that  people  thinking  seriously  of  coming  to  Florida  to 
live  and  work  should  first  tour  the  State.  Don't  make  the  mistake 
of  drifting  hurriedly  from  city  to  city  looking  for  a  job  without 
knowing  where  you  would  want  to  live.  And  you  should  see  all  of 
Florida,  if  possible,  before  you  start  looking  for  a  job.  By  doing  so, 
you  can  answer  two  important  questions:  where  you  would  like  to 
locate,  and  which  cities  offer  the  best  possibilities  for  employment. 

By  now  you  are  probably  asking  this  question,  "How  can  I  get 
away  from  my  present  job  long  enough  to  make  such  a  trip?" 

It  seldoms  pays  to  let  go  of  what  you've  got  until  you  have  a  good 
grip  on  something  else.  So  I  would  suggest  that  you  use  your  regu- 
lar vacation  to  look  around  the  State.  As  previously  stated,  a  Florida 
vacation  will  cost  you  no  more  than  a  vacation  elsewhere,  and  it  will 
be  just  as  much  fun.  If  you  don't  have  time  to  look  for  a  job  on 
your  first  trip,  you  should  at  least  be  able  to  decide  where  you 
would  like  to  live  at  some  future  time.  Job  opportunities  can  also 
be  sized  up. 

One  mistake  to  avoid  above  all  others  is  to  come  here  without 
enough  money  to  take  care  of  your  immediate  needs,  job  or  no  job. 
Too  many  expect  to  get  employment  at  once.  It  may  require  several 
weeks  to  get  what  you  want. 

It's  always  easier  to  find  a  job  when  you  already  have  one.  This 
is  partly  psychological.  Knowing  that  you  can  get  along  for  a  while 
without  a  job  makes  you  more  independent  in  looking  for  employ- 
ment. Your  mental  attitude  is  better.  This  confidence  in  yourself 
increases  your  chances  with  prospective  employers.  Another  fact  to 
remember  is  that  employers  are  more  likely  to  hire  workers  who  have 
already  established  their  homes  here.  They  don't  like  to  hire  so- 
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called  "drifters"  for  permanent  jobs.  One  of  the  most  serious  mis- 
takes you  can  make  is  to  quit  your  present  job  and  come  here 
expecting  to  find  immediate  employment.  A  few  have  been  lucky 
enough  to  get  by,  but  the  majority  have  not. 

There  are  several  ways  to  determine  whether  a  city  has  an  in- 
dustry or  business  in  which  you  are  experienced  or  want  to  work. 
You  may  obtain  this  information  from  local  chambers  of  commerce 
or  classified  sections  of  local  telephone  directories.  There  are  also 
the  local  employment  agencies,  both  State  and  private,  where  such 
information  is  available. 

The  use  of  employment  agencies,  whether  State  or  private,  by 
both  employers  and  those  seeking  employment  has  increased  tre- 
mendously in  recent  years.  Many  firms  now  rely  almost  exclusively 
on  these  employment  agencies.  There  are  many  reasons  for  this 
trend.  Foremost  among  them  is  that  the  services  of  an  agency  not 
only  enable  the  employer  to  obtain  a  capable  employee  on  short 
notice  but  also  save  time  in  screening  applicants  and  eliminating  the 
necessity  of  interviewing  a  large  number  of  job-seekers.  Public  em- 
ployment agencies  charge  no  fee.  Private  agencies  charge  a  fee  rang- 
ing from  one-half  to  one  full  week's  salary  for  their  services. 

An  agency  can  greatly  simplify  the  problem  of  finding  a  job. 
They  keep  informed  about  available  openings  and  maintain  con- 
stant contact  with  employers  about  future  needs.  They  can  also  tell 
you  about  working  conditions  and  salary  scales.  A  list  of  all  State 
and  private  employment  agencies  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

Working  for  the  Federal  Government  in  Florida  is  a  possibility 
not  to  be  overlooked.  The  number  of  government  employees  is  in- 
creasing, and  this  trend  will  probably  continue.  Here  is  an  indica- 
tion of  this  trend.  In  1930  the  Federal  Government  had  611,000 
employees,  while  state  and  local  governments  had  2,622,000  em- 
ployees., In  1947  the  Federal  Government  had  2,149,000  employees, 
while  state  and  local  governments  had  3,759,000  employees.  In 
January,  1949,  more  than  6,000,000  persons  were  employed  by 
Federal,  state  and  local  governments  combined.  At  present  there 
are  about  32,000  Federal  Government  employees  in  Florida. 
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Federal  Government  positions  under  Civil  Service  are  filled  by 
the  Civil  Service  Commission.  No  school  or  organization  can  get 
anyone  a  Civil  Service  job.  This  Federal  agency  has  divided  the 
country  into  regions.  Atlanta,  Georgia,  is  headquarters  for  the 
regional  office  which  handles  Civil  Service  jobs  in  Florida.  For  full 
information  simply  write  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

The  various  offices  of  the  State  Employment  Agency  in  Florida 
also  have  information  about  Federal  jobs,  as  well  as  State  and  local 
Civil  Service  openings. 

If  you  want  to  teach  in  Florida,  you  should  contact  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education  at  Tallahassee  for  certification.  You  will  be 
provided  with  an  application  which  should  be  filled  out  and  re- 
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turned,  together  with  an  official  transcript  of  your  college  credits. 
The  Department  will  then  determine  whether  you  are  eligible  for  a 
certificate,  and  decide  what  subjects  the  certificate  will  cover.  There 
is  no  provision  for  certificate  reciprocity. 

The  Teacher's  Registration  Service,  which  is  State  operated,  as- 
sists teachers  in  obtaining  positions.  This  service  will  also  send  you  a 
bulletin  which  lists  county  superintendents  whom  you  may  contact 
directly.  All  teachers  are  hired  and  their  salaries  set  by  local  school 
boards.  If  you  are  interested  in  going  to  school  in  Florida,  or  in 
teaching  in  a  university  or  private  school,  a  list  of  such  educational 
institutions  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

There  are  a  few  occupational  classifications  which  are  licensed  in 
Florida.  The  most  important  of  these  are  barbers,  beauticians,  regis- 
tered nurses,  pharmacists  and  real  estate  salesmen.  You  may  contact 
any  board  by  addressing  it  in  care  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  State 
of  Florida,  Tallahassee.  Dates  and  places  where  examinations  are 
held  will  be  furnished  on  request.  A  list  of  all  State  licensing  boards 
is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

While  the  majority  of  people  interested  in  finding  employment 
here  want  year-round  jobs,  there  are  thousands  who  come  looking 
for  temporary  work.  Many  of  these  transients  (Floridians  call  them 
"snowbirds")  seek  positions  in  winter  when  the  vast  tourist  influx 
creates  a  demand  for  additional  workers.  Thousands  work  at  south- 
ern resorts  in  winter  and  at  northern  resorts  in  summer.  A  majority 
of  these  people  manage  to  combine  a  job  with  a  vacation  in  Florida. 
Some  come  early  in  the  fall  and  relax  a  few  weeks  before  starting 
to  work.  Others  prefer  to  wait  for  their  vacation  until  after  the 
season  is  over.  Still  others  obtain  jobs  in  night  clubs  or  hotels  where 
the  hours  on  duty  permit  time  for  both  work  and  play.  Some  are 
successful  in  securing  jobs,  while  others  get  a  vacation  but  no  job. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  the  jobless  to  have  a  Florida  vacation  while 
drawing  unemployment  compensation.  Almost  every  state  is  repre- 
sented in  this  group.  In  fact,  out-of-state  unemployment  compensa- 
tion payments  always  increase  considerably  during  the  winter,  not 
only  in  Florida  but  also  in  California.  Criticism  is  heard  about  this 
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practice  every  year,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  stop  such  com- 
pensation payments.  It  does  seem  a  little  out  of  order  for  people 
to  be  drawing  benefits  while  basking  in  the  sunshine.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  seems  an  injustice  for  anybody  to  complain  about  anyone 
else  coming  to  Florida  in  winter.  Actually  only  a  small  percentage 
of  these  people  are  deliberately  taking  advantage  of  the  situation. 
The  majority  of  out-of-staters  who  file  claims  in  Florida  are  sincerely 
interested  in  finding  work.  Unemployment  compensation  at  best  is 
a  poor  substitute  for  a  job. 
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Business  Opportunities 


FLORIDA'S  FAVORABLE  CLIMATE  is  largely  responsible  for 
Florida's  growth.  And  growth  is  the  master  key  which  unlocks  in- 
numerable doors  leading  to  new  and  ever-expanding  business  activ- 
ities. Increased  population  results  in  increased  demand  for  goods 
and  services.  Facilities  must  be  continually  extended  to  meet  these 
ever-mounting  requirements. 

Business  opportunities  in  Florida  are  almost  limitless.  Yet  Florida 
has  no  magic  formula  for  overnight  success.  Initiative,  hard  work, 
adequate  capital  and  experience  are  necessary. 

It  takes  time  to  get  established  anywhere,  but  if  properly  man- 
aged, almost  any  business  will  be  successful  and  will  grow  as 
Florida  grows. 

A  Supreme  Court  decision  points  out:  "Good  will  is  the  disposi- 
tion of  a  pleased  customer  to  return  to  the  place  where  he  has  been 
well  treated."  If  you  intend  to  enter  into  business  in  Florida  and  you 
want  your  business  to  prosper,  that  is  good  advice  to  remember. 

First,  let  us  consider  opportunities  for  retail  stores,  personal 
service  establishments  and  professional  careers  in  Florida.  There  are 
only  two  ways  to  get  into  these  types  of  businesses.  One  is  to  buy 
an  established  business,  and  the  other  is  to  start  from  scratch. 

If  you  prefer  to  buy  a  going  concern,  a  real  estate  broker  specializ- 
ing in  the  sale  of  business  properties  can  be  of  assistance.  Thorough 
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investigation  should  be  made  personally.  Don't  buy  a  business  sight 
unseen. 

You  can  get  some  idea  of  businesses  for  sale  by  subscribing  to 
Florida  newspapers.  But  this  will  give  you  only  a  glimpse  of  the 
situation. 

Most  going  concerns  are  not  for  sale,  especially  if  they  are 
prospering.  Therefore,  when  considering  the  purchase  of  a  business, 
you  should  ask  yourself  these  questions:  "Why  does  the  owner  want 
to  sell?  Is  it  because  he  is  not  making  money  or  does  he  have  other 
reasons?"  I  do  not  mean  that  you  should  disregard  every  business 
offered  for  sale  because  it  is  not  prosperous.  You  may  be  able  to 
reverse  this  situation.  It  is  often  possible  to  convert  a  losing  busi- 
ness into  a  paying  one  by  the  application  of  new  ideas  and  methods. 

Another  precaution  to  take  in  buying  an  established  business  is 
this:  Many  businesses  here  are  of  a  seasonal  nature.  They  enjoy  a 
brisk  trade  only  at  certain  times  of  the  year.  This  factor  should  be 
considered.  While  Florida  is  rapidly  becoming  a  year-round  resort 
state,  this  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  you  will  have  sufficient 
visitor  customers  in  summer  to  maintain  satisfactory  volume. 

Exercise  a  little  common  sense  and  caution  when  buying  a  busi- 
ness. Don't  pay  an  inflated  price  nor  assume  a  lease  which  is  about 
to  expire.  In  the  latter  case,  first  check  your  lease  renewal  and  the 
rent  you  will  have  to  pay.  If  you  are  not  reasonably  sure  of  making  a 
fair  return  on  your  investment,  the  proposition  is  a  poor  risk. 

This  is  an  excellent  precaution  if  you  are  in  doubt  about  buying 
any  business:  Talk  the  proposition  over  with  an  official  of  one  of  the 
local  banks.  Such  advice  is  usually  not  only  sound  but  on  the  con- 
servative side.  If  a  banker  says  that  the  proposition  is  sound,  you 
can  be  reasonably  certain  that  it's  a  safe  venture. 

While  good  buys  can  often  be  found  among  established  busi- 
nesses, I  believe  one  of  the  most  promising  ways  to  get  a  business 
of  your  own,  especially  on  a  long-range  basis,  is  to  start  in  a  new 
location.  The  many  suburban  communities  in  Florida  offer  splendid 
opportunities  for  the  retailer,  service  establishment  operator,  and  the 
professional  man.  There  are  hundreds  of  such  communities  through  - 
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out  the  State  which  are  now  developing  rapidly,  and  there  will  be 
hundreds  more  in  the  years  to  come. 

Let  us  consider  the  reasons  why  so  many  people  prefer  to  live  in 
suburbs  and  outlying  districts  away  from  the  more  congested  city 
areas.  We  all  know  that  most  cities  are  already  too  crowded  for  good 
living.  Consequently,  more  and  more  families  locate  in  less  popu- 
lated areas  where  homes  are  cheaper,  and  a  greater  degree  of  freedom 
and  family  life  can  be  enjoyed.  As  a  result,  new  communities  spring 
up,  and  even  new  villages  are  born. 

We  have  become  a  nation  which  does  most  of  its  traveling  on 
rubber-tired  wheels.  One  of  the  biggest  headaches  in  cities  today  is 
the  ever-mounting  problem  of  adequate  parking.  This  is  not  just  a 
present-day  problem.  Traffic  experts  predict  that  there  will  be  ten 
million  more  cars  on  our  highways  and  streets  in  a  decade. 
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All  of  these  conditions  combine  to  present  a  disagreeable  situa- 
tion. Those  people  living  in  outlying  districts  particularly  dislike 
downtown  shopping  and  the  lack  of  auto  parking  space.  They  prefer 
to  do  most  of  their  buying  at  conveniently  located  neighborhood 
stores,  where  crowded  streets  and  parking  difficulties  are  avoided. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  suburban  communities  will  increase  in 
population  and  that  suburban  shopping  centers  will  become  busier 
and  busier.  My  advice  is  to  locate  in  one  of  these  communities.  If 
properly  operated,  a  business  should  prosper  and  show  a  steady  in- 
crease in  volume.  The  owner  will  also  reap  the  benefit  of  gradually 
rising  property  values,  resulting  from  the  growth  of  the  community. 

This  fact  is  most  important  and  one  to  be  remembered:  It  is  not 
generally  known  or  realized  that  Florida  is  just  beginning  to  grow. 
Cities  and  towns  here  will  experience  the  same  expansion  in  the 
future  that  many  northern  cities  and  towns  have  recorded  in  the 
past.  I  will  cite  just  one  example,  although  there  are  thousands  of 
other  instances  which  would  be  equally  applicable. 

About  twenty-five  years  ago  a  relative  of  mine  opened  a  drug 
store  in  Rockville  Centre,  New  York.  This  section  of  Long  Island 
was  then  sparsely  populated.  Rockville  Centre  was  looked  upon  by 
the  comparatively  few  New  Yorkers  who  knew  that  it  existed  as 
being  located  "in  the  sticks"— one  of  the  last  outposts  of  civilization. 

Soon  after,  people  who  preferred  to  live  away  from  congested 
city  areas  began  to  build  houses  and  acquire  homes  there.  This 
influx  continued  until  street  after  street  was  lined  with  residences. 
Anyone  who  has  been  on  Long  Island  recently  knows  what  has 
happened.  Rockville  Centre  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  "the  end  of 
the  line."  Instead,  it  is  only  one  of  many  such  populous  commu- 
nities scattered  over  the  Island. 

The  same  thing  that  happened  in  Rockville  Centre  is  happen- 
ing now  in  many  parts  of  Florida.  I  predict  that  a  business  started 
in  any  progressive  young  community  in  this  State  will  have  an  excel- 
lent opportunity  to  grow  and  be  successful. 

New  homes  will  be  erected  on  land  which  formerly  was  barren 
and  almost  valueless.  I  could  cite  numerous  examples  of  this  new  or 
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suburban  community  idea.  I  will  describe  a  few  of  them  briefly. 

Ellinor  Village  at  Ormond  Beach  is  typical.  Here,  on  land  which 
was  covered  with  scrub  palmetto,  288  buildings  containing  625 
apartments  have  been  built.  When  fully  occupied  they  will  house 
more  than  two  thousand  persons.  Included  in  the  development  are 
playgrounds,  boat  docks,  oceanfront  cabanas,  and  other  recreational 
facilities.  A  business  center  will  provide  for  a  super  market,  drug 
store,  restaurant,  laundry  and  other  shops  and  services. 

Florasota  Gardens,  at  Sarasota,  is  located  on  Hudson  Bayou.  It 
is  surrounded  by  15  acres  of  spacious  lawns  with  Royal  Palms, 
tropical  flowers  and  shrubs.  Florasota  Gardens  was  built  at  a  cost 
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of  $2,000,000  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most  ambitious  enter- 
prises of  its  kind  in  Florida,  having  converted  an  undeveloped 
tract  of  scrub  oak  and  palmettos  into  a  distinctive  home  for  200 
families.  The  project  embraces  twenty-three  separate  buildings, 
each  with  from  four  to  fourteen  dwelling  units.  A  commercial 
center  includes  facilities  for  a  super  market,  drug  store,  valet  shop, 
gift  shop  and  other  personal  service  stores.  Each  of  the  twenty- 
three  dwelling  structures  has  been  named  for  a  tropical  flower  or 
plant.  A  private  swimming  pool,  fed  by  the  continuous  flow  of 
an  artesian  well,  is  available  for  the  use  of  guests  who  prefer  fresh 
water  swimming  to  the  Gulf  beaches. 

Plantation  Estates,  between  Deland  and  Sanford,  is  a  new  city 
in  the  making.  It  is  located  on  the  former  Count  de  Bary's  3,400- 
acre  plantation  near  Lake  Monroe.  The  owners  and  developers  are 
Metropolitan  New  Yorkers,  as  are  many  of  those  who  are  building 
homes  here.  Sixty-five  houses  were  completed  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1949,  and  indications  are  that  150  or  more  homes  will 
be  built  annually.  Located  on  the  property  is  a  twenty-room  man- 
sion house  which  is  used  as  a  community  club  house.  More  than 
half  of  the  new  residents  are  retired  people  who  represent  a  cross 
section  of  American  life— school  teachers,  doctors,  Civil  Service 
employees,  Army  and  Navy  officers,  lawyers,  merchants,  etc.  Forty- 
five  out  of  the  fifty  families  who  have  moved  into  their  new  homes 
here  are  from  New  York  City  and  vicinity.  This  development  pro- 
vides facilities  for  retail  stores  and  various  other  types  of  business 
required  for  taking  care  of  the  needs  of  the  people  who  make  their 
homes  there. 

Plantation  Homes  near  Fort  Lauderdale  is  another  new  devel- 
opment. It  is  located  on  10,000  fertile  acres.  A  modern,  com- 
fortable, attractive  two-bedroom  home  on  a  full  acre  of  land  where 
fruits  and  vegetables  can  be  grown  is  priced  at  approximately 
$10,000.  Included  with  every  home  purchased  is  a  landscaped  front 
lawn  and  twenty  assorted  orange  or  grapefruit  trees.  All  land  is 
protected  from  floods  by  water  control,  and  a  private  eighteen-hole 
golf  course  is  contemplated  for  the  near  future.  Shopping  centers 
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and  other  conveniences  will  be  provided  and  extended  as  the  popu- 
lation of  this  development  increases. 

Palm  Beach  Shores,  at  Riviera  Beach  near  Palm  Beach,  is  located 
on  an  island  which  was  formerly  owned  by  members  of  the  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  family.  A  $750,000  hotel,  two  3oo-foot  docks  and 
other  buildings  costing  a  total  of  $150,000  have  already  been 
erected.  There  are  seven  miles  of  paved  roads  and  streets  on  the 
island.  It  is  only  five  minutes  by  boat  to  the  Gulf  Stream  where 
fishing  is  at  its  best.  Good  water  and  electricity  are  available.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  recent  developments  of  its  kind  in  the  State. 
Here  also  provision  is  made  for  stores  and  shops  of  every  kind 
needed  by  the  steadily  increasing  population. 

Many  new  suburban  developments  now  in  the  process  of  con- 


FLORIDA  TODAY 

struction  or  recently  completed  have  no  specific  name  by  which 
they  can  be  identified.  They  are  merely  attached  to,  and  extend 
out  from,  already  established  villages  and  cities.  The  beach  areas 
all  along  the  coastline  of  Florida  are  growing  rapidly.  New  tourist 
accommodations,  shops  and  stores  are  springing  up  adjacent  to 
almost  all  Florida  coastal  cities  from  Jacksonville  to  Key  West  on 
the  east  coast,  from  Naples  to  Pensacola  on  the  west  coast.  Inland 
towns  and  cities  are  also  experiencing  a  considerable  suburban 
growth,  sufficient  in  many  instances  to  support  new  businesses, 
such  as  retail  stores,  personal  service  establishments  and  profes- 
sional services. 

Any  of  the  hundreds  of  such  developments  in  suburban  com- 
munities offer  good  possibilities  for  a  place  to  start  a  business. 

This  State  requires  some  professional  people— doctors,  dentists 
and  lawyers,  among  others— to  obtain  a  State  license.  A  complete 
list  of  Florida  Licensing  Boards  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
Full  information  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  any  of  the  boards, 
care  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Now  let's  consider  industry  in  Florida.  The  southward  march  of 
manufacturing  plants  has  made  Florida  one  of  the  important  indus- 
trial states  in  the  South.  Hundreds  of  plants,  both  large  and  small, 
have  found  not  only  a  local  market  but  also  a  national  and  inter- 
national outlet  for  their  products. 

Industries  must  locate  where  they  can  best  prosper.  Some  of  the 
industries  which  have  located  here  have  come  to  take  advantage  of 
the  ever-increasing  market  in  this  State.  Others  have  been  drawn  by 
the  availability  of  raw  materials.  Still  others  have  been  attracted  by 
an  abundant  labor  supply  which  equals  or  exceeds  northern  labor  in 
productivity. 

It  is  a  fact  that  wage  scales  are  somewhat  lower  here  than  in  north- 
ern manufacturing  centers.  But  most  industries  do  not  move  here 
on  that  account.  They  consider  these  wage-scale  differences  to  be 
only  temporary.  They  are  more  interested  in  reduced  labor  turnover 
and  less  absenteeism  among  employees.  Other  inducements  are 
favorable  tax  rates,  availability  of  water,  rail  and  air  transportation, 


Interesting  and  colorful  is  the  arrival  of  banana  boats  from 
Central  America  at  the  docks  in  Tampa. 


low  plant  construction  costs,  and  negligible  fuel  bills  for  heating 
factories  and  offices. 

Human  efficiency  is  determined  largely  by  the  way  men  feel.  They 
feel  best  when  living  and  working  conditions  are  favorable.  Here  the 
worker  lives  in  an  ideal  climate.  He  has  shorter  distances  to  travel 
back  and  forth  to  work.  He  loses  less  time  as  a  result  of  layoffs  caused 
by  weather  conditions.  He  is  seldom  absent  from  work  because  of 
colds  and  never  late  because  of  blizzards  and  zero  temperatures. 
Florida  is  a  wonderful  place  for  workers  to  live,  from  the  boss  right 
on  down  to  the  porter. 

Florida  does  not  produce  nearly  enough  products  for  its  own  con- 
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sumption.  With  2,500,000  permanent  residents  and  5,000,000  vis- 
itors annually,  this  potential  market  within  the  State  itself  is 
sufficient  to  support  many  new  manufacturing  plants.  Far  too  many 
dollars  spent  in  Florida  get  back  north  before  their  spenders.  More 
manufacturing  here  would  correct  this  condition.  Hundreds  of 
products  which  are  purchased  in  Florida  stores  every  day  could  be 
produced  in  this  State  profitably. 

To  find  out  the  actual  situation,  I  contacted  officials  of  two  of 
the  largest  department  store  organizations  in  the  State.  They  are 
Horace  Cordes,  general  manager  of  Burdine's,  with  stores  in  Miami, 
Miami  Beach,  West  Palm  Beach,  and  Fort  Lauderdale;  and  John 
Schaub,  vice  president  of  Maas  Brothers,  with  stores  in  Tampa  and 
St.  Petersburg.  They  informed  me  that  less  than  5  per  cent  of  the 
merchandise  sold  in  their  stores  was  manufactured  in  Florida. 

They  also  stated  that  when  making  wholesale  purchases  prefer- 
ence was  given  to  products  manufactured  in  Florida.  That  is,  of 
course,  providing  quality,  price  and  other  factors  were  comparable. 
Every  section  of  Florida  is  interested  in  bringing  in  new  business 
and  industry.  However,  most  cities  and  towns  look  with  disfavor 
upon  manufacturing  plants  which  would  interfere  with  their  greatest 
source  of  income— the  tourist  business.  Industries  which  are  con- 
sidered objectionable  because  of  fumes,  odors,  dust  and  water  pol- 
lution are  not  wanted. 

A  field  which  holds  unusual  promise  for  many  a  small  business- 
man with  a  limited  amount  of  capital  is  that  of  establishing  a  dis- 
tributorship in  Florida  for  products  not  yet  manufactured  or  sold 
in  this  State. 

The  majority  of  such  new  or  improved  products  are  first  offered 
to  the  public  in  large  northern  cities.  If  these  new  products  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  buying  public,  their  sale  and  use  gradually 
extend  to  other  parts  of  this  country  and  the  world.  The  alert  sales- 
man or  small  businessman  who  observes  new  products  offered  by 
stores  in  New  York  or  other  large  cities  where  they  are  being  intro- 
duced can  oftentimes  become  a  jobber  or  distributor  for  such  prod- 
ucts in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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All  such  improved  products  are  eventually  brought  to  Florida  by 
some  enterprising  individual.  There  are  hundreds  of  such  articles  on 
the  market  today  which  are  the  result  of  scientific  research  con- 
ducted by  manufacturers.  Let  us  take  the  building  industry  as  an 
example.  Since  the  war,  manufacturers  of  building  materials  have 
come  out  with  many  new  and  improved  ideas  for  home  construc- 
tion. Among  such  ideas  are  a  new  type  of  screen,  a  different  style 
window,  a  more  durable  floor  covering,  a  more  economical  heating 
plant,  a  longer  lasting  paint,  or  any  one  of  dozens  of  other  im- 
provements, the  use  of  which  results  in  a  more  livable  house  or 
some  saving  in  construction  costs. 

Similar  changes  are  taking  place  in  the  manufacture  of  other 
commodities  and  products.  Introduction  of  these  new  ideas  in  Flor- 
ida provides  an  excellent  opportunity  for  establishing  a  business  in 
this  State. 

There  are  in  fact  few  businesses  in  which  one  can  engage  in  the 
north  which  do  not  have  some  counterpart  in  Florida  or  at  least 
offer  an  opportunity  for  some  enterprising  businessman  to  establish 
one.  The  exercise  of  a  little  ingenuity  and  careful  consideration 
will  frequently  be  productive  of  surprising  results  in  relating  your 
training,  experience  and  interests  to  that  often  too  long  and  too 
vaguely  hoped-for  business  of  your  own  in  Florida. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  we  witnessed  the  extended 
use  of  the  radio  from  the  large  centers  of  population  to  every 
hamlet  and  village  in  this  country.  Today  television  occupies  the 
same  position  which  radio  presented  to  the  world  twenty-five  years 
ago.  Many  thousands  of  people  established  businesses  all  over  the 
country  during  the  expansion  in  the  use  of  radio.  Many  thousands 
will  establish  new  businesses  in  the  field  of  television  as  this  new 
wonder  is  made  available  to  every  part  of  the  country  during  the 
next  quarter  of  a  century.  I  cite  these  examples  in  the  extension 
of  the  use  of  radio  and  television  as  illustrations  of  the  thousands 
of  similarly  improved-product  ideas  which  are  continually  being 
developed  and  which  present  vast  opportunities  to  the  small  busi- 
nessman. 
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So  if  you  possess  those  distinguishing  characteristics  which  qual- 
ify you  to  establish  a  business  of  your  own,  don't  be  afraid  to  give 
these  qualities  free  play  in  Florida.  You  can  be  one  of  many  who 
will  bring  new  ideas  and  new  products  to  the  people  living  in  the 
fastest  growing  state  of  our  nation. 

Local  chambers  of  commerce  can  be  of  considerable  aid  to  any- 
one planning  to  start  a  business  in  Florida.  The  State  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Jacksonville  can  also  be  of  assistance,  especially  in 
furnishing  statistical  and  technical  data. 

Florida  has  other  important  advantages  to  offer  industry.  These 
include  Atlantic  and  Gulf  ports  which  are  convenient  to  established 
water  trade  routes,  excellent  rail,  truck  and  air  transportation  facili- 
ties, and  a  strategic  location  with  respect  to  Latin  American  and 
West  Indian  markets. 

Transportation  of  freight  by  air,  especially  to  the  countries  just 
south  of  Florida,  is  increasing  at  a  rapid  rate.  The  feasibility  of 
making  air  shipments  has  already  been  proven.  In  less  than  twenty 
years  Florida  has  developed  from  a  terminal  point  at  the  south- 
eastern tip  of  the  United  States  into  the  nerve  center  of  the  entire 
Latin  American  trade  area. 

Business  firms  buying  and  selling  throughout  Latin  American 
countries  find  Florida  their  most  convenient  operational  base. 

This  State  still  has  a  long  way  to  go  before  it  balances  its  econ- 
omy between  industry,  agriculture  and  the  tourist  business.  But 
Florida's  increasing  domestic  and  foreign  markets,  coupled  with 
newly  discovered  uses  for  its  raw  materials,  plus  an  adequate  labor 
supply,  all  combine  to  give  this  State  a  sound  basis  for  future  de- 
velopment. 

The  growing  tourist  business  offers  many  profitable  opportuni- 
ties. Tourism  is  by  far  Florida's  leading  business,  estimated  at 
$700,000,000  annually.  The  millions  who  visit  this  State  every  year 
all  require  a  place  to  sleep,  a  place  to  eat,  as  well  as  entertainment 
and  recreation.  Tourist  courts,  motels,  restaurants,  service  stations— 
in  fact,  all  businesses  catering  to  the  vacationer— provide  an  oppor- 
tunity to  earn  a  living  in  Florida. 


Jacksonville,  Florida  s  leading  seaport,  is  a  "liberty  port" 
for  ships  of  the  U.S.  Navy. 


As  an  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
starting  a  new  business  catering  to  the  tourist,  I  will  cite  two  actual 
cases  (I  could  give  many  more)  of  people  who,  with  a  minimum 
of  cash  and  a  maximum  of  faith  in  themselves,  have  built  small  but 
prosperous  businesses  here. 

Actual  Case  No.  i.  Mr.  J.  C.  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He  and 
his  family  decided  to  move  to  Florida.  They  had  saved  a  few  thou- 
sand dollars  which  they  hoped  would  be  sufficient  to  start  them 
in  a  business  of  their  own. 

After  arriving  in  this  State,  Mr.  J.  C.  located  a  piece  of  vacant 
property  along  a  well-traveled  thoroughfare,  which  upon  investiga- 
tion proved  to  be  a  good  spot  on  which  to  erect  a  tourist  court.  He 
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purchased  the  property  and  built  a  single  unit  for  his  own  occu- 
pancy. By  doing  most  of  the  work  himself,  Mr.  }.  C/s  cash  invest- 
ment was  held  to  a  minimum.  When  the  first  unit  was  completed, 
he  and  his  family  moved  in,  and  work  was  immediately  begun  on 
a  second  unit. 

Mr.  }.  C.  continued  to  build  one  unit  after  another.  The  income 
from  the  rental  of  each  new  unit  helped  to  provide  capital  for 
building  the  next  unit.  Within  a  little  over  a  year  the  entire  project 
was  finished. 

When  I  recently  called  to  see  Mr.  }.  C.,  a  "No  Vacancy"  sign  was 
displayed  in  front  of  his  new  tourist  court.  Mr.  J.  C.  was  working 
around  the  grounds  planting  shrubs  and  watering  recently  set-out 
palm  trees.  He  told  me  that  he  had  already  received  several  tempt- 
ing offers  for  the  property  but  that  he  preferred  not  to  sell,  since 
his  major  interest  was  a  steady  income  rather  than  a  quick  profit. 

Actual  Case  No.  2.  Al  and  Winnie  were  veterans  of  World 
War  II.  Like  millions  of  other  men  and  women  who  spent  several 
years  in  the  defense  of  their  country,  this  couple  now  faced  a  new 
challenge— that  of  reestablishing  themselves  in  peace-time  activity. 

Their  principal  assets  were  slightly  less  than  $1,000  in  cash,  good 
health,  a  desire  to  live  in  Florida  and  to  operate  a  small  business 
of  their  own. 

Al  was  a  good  cook,  having  worked  as  a  chef  before  entering  mili- 
tary service.  To  use  his  own  words,  "Food  is  my  hobby." 

Winnie,  although  not  a  professional  pastry  cook,  made  pies  in 
her  own  kitchen,  which  her  friends  declared  were  "out  of  this 
world." 

With  this  combination  of  talent  and  capital,  Al  and  Winnie  de- 
cided they  would  operate  a  dining  room  in  Florida. 

Not  long  after  arriving  in  this  State,  they  arranged  to  take  over 
the  food  concession  in  a  small  hotel.  Following  a  few  days  of  prepa- 
ration, which  included  the  investment  of  a  sizable  portion  of  their 
remaining  working  capital  in  food,  supplies  and  rent,  they  opened 
for  business. 

Customers  came  slowly  at  first,  but  most  of  them  came  again  and 
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again.  "A  good  place  to  eat/'  "Have  you  tasted  her  pies?"  Such 
were  the  comments  of  patrons.  Conscientious  work,  coupled  with 
better  than  ordinary  food,  brought  success  to  this  young  couple. 
About  a  year  later  Al  and  Winnie  moved  to  a  hotel  dining  room 
in  the  resort  section  of  the  same  city.  Now  they  have  their  own 
restaurant,  known  as  Chez  Bruchez,  on  Seabreeze  Boulevard  in 
Daytona  Beach.  The  success  of  this  couple  illustrates  what  can  be 
accomplished  in  Florida  with  a  small  capital  investment,  the  will  to 
work,  plus  the  utilization  of  talent  and  resourcefulness. 

Few  people  doubt  that  Florida's  tourist  business  will  continue  to 
expand  and  that  Florida  will  eventually  become  a  year-round  play- 
ground. The  economy  and  prosperity  of  this  State  will  fluctuate 
with  the  economy  and  prosperity  of  our  nation  and  the  rest  of  the 
world.  However,  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  your  future  in  Florida. 
This  State  has  been  very  appropriately  described  as  "America's 
Last  Great  Frontier,"  which  in  itself  is  about  all  the  success 
insurance  needed  where  ambition  and  foresight  prevail. 

And  here  is  a  tip  for  the  years  to  come.  Oil  has  recently  been 
discovered  in  Florida,  and  extensive  explorations  are  now  being 
conducted  by  several  major  oil  companies.  To  date  a  number  of 
small  producing  wells  have  been  brought  in,  and  the  prediction 
of  geologists  is  that  some  day  Florida  will  be  an  important  oil- 
producing  state.  They  could  be  mistaken;  but  even  if  they  prove  to 
be  wrong,  the  future  of  Florida,  industrially  and  otherwise,  is  still 
bright. 


142 


CHAPTER    IX 


TJte  Good  Earth 


A  WITTY  PHILOSOPHER  once  observed  that  many  a  young 
man  born  and  raised  on  the  farm  moved  to  the  city.  There  he  toiled 
for  years  so  that  he  could  eventually  return  to  the  farm  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  urge  to  dig  in  the  ground,  to  plant,  to  see  things  grow  and 
to  harvest  them  is  natural  with  all  of  us. 

Many  people  obtain  their  entire  living  from  the  land.  Others 
prefer  "one  foot  on  the  soil  and  the  other  on  the  job/'  as  the  best 
way  to  provide  the  necessities  of  life  and  as  insurance  against 
depression.  Florida  offers  a  wealth  of  opportunity  for  growing 
things,  ranging  from  a  garden  in  your  own  back  yard  to  a  large  farm. 

In  this  State  the  grower  will  find  four  important  factors:  plenty 
of  sunshine,  adequate  rainfall,  a  variety  of  soils,  and  a  long  growing 
season.  Despite  rapid  advances,  the  agricultural  potential  has  barely 
been  tapped.  Florida  has  20,000,000  acres  adaptable  to  crops  with 
only  about  2,000,000  acres  under  cultivation.  There  is  no  section  of 
the  State  that  does  not,  or  cannot,  produce  food. 

Farming  in  some  sections  of  Florida  is  highly  specialized.  Fertile 
soil  and  favorable  weather  conditions  do  not  necessarily  assure 
success  in  growing  any  crop.  Scientific  methods  are  needed.  Even 
the  richest  virgin  soil  will  in  time  become  impoverished  under  culti- 
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Loading  Gladioli  near  Fort  Myers  for  shipment  to  northern  states 
during  -winter  months 

vation  unless  food  elements  removed  by  plant  growth  and  erosion 
are  returned  to  the  soil. 

Knowledge  is  essential  for  successful  farming  in  Florida.  For 
the  intelligent  and  alert  farmer  there  is  plenty  of  know-how  avail- 
able. Scientific  research  has  been  conducted  in  experimental  sta- 
tions for  many  years.  Federal,  State  and  county  governments  have 
combined  their  resources  to  give  technical  advice  to  farmers.  The 
county  agent  is  a  member  of  the  largest  cooperative  enterprise  in 
the  world— the  Agricultural  Extension  Service  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture.  This  service  is  available  in  all  forty- 
eight  states.  The  wise  farmer  takes  advantage  of  the  scientific  data 
it  supplies. 

Next  to  climate  Florida's  greatest  asset  and  most  fundamental 
resource  is  its  soil.  There  are  numerous  types  of  soils  in  Florida. 
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Above,  Irrigation  of  young  celery,  near  Belle  Glade.  Below,  Fields  of  vegetables 
grown  in  the  vicinity  of  Sebring.  Picking  cucumbers. 
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Some  are  especially  adapted  to  growing  certain  crops  but  valueless 
for  others.  Therefore,  to  know  the  soil  and  its  potential  is  of  tre- 
mendous importance. 

Modern  farmers  have  soil  analyzed  to  determine  the  crops  it  will 
best  support.  Soil  scientists  can  readily  ascertain  the  chemical  ele- 
ments present  or  lacking  and  the  proper  fertilizer  formulas  needed. 
Your  county  agricultural  agent  is  your  most  reliable  and  convenient 
source  for  obtaining  this  information.  In  Florida,  Soil  Service  Foun- 
dation, a  non-profit  organization  of  citrus  and  vegetable  growers 
and  cattlemen,  offers  an  even  more  specialized  service. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  people  living  in  Florida  would  soon 
starve  if  they  depended  on  what  can  be  grown  here.  That  is  erro- 
neous. Agriculturally  Florida  could  exist  independent  of  the  rest  of 
the  world.  We  may  not  be  able  to  grow  finer  or  better  vegetables 
and  fruits  than  other  states,  but  our  climate  does  make  it  possible 
to  grow  them  when  the  rest  of  the  country  is  wholly  or  partially 
frost-bound. 

Virtually  all  fresh  foods  are  grown  in  Florida  in  both  summer 
and  winter.  A  survey  shows  that  sixty  vegetables  and  seventy  fruits 
are  grown  commercially.  A  majority  are  produced  between  October 
first  and  May  first.  Here  are  some  of  the  more  important  crops: 
tomatoes,  beans,  cabbage,  cucumbers,  peppers,  potatoes,  corn,  peas, 
carrots,  broccoli,  lettuce,  celery,  spinach,  beets,  onions,  cauliflower, 
radishes,  asparagus,  Brussels  sprouts,  egg  plant,  okra,  parsley,  pars- 
nips, squash  and  turnnips.  Fruits  include  oranges,  grapefruit,  tan- 
gerines, watermelons,  strawberries,  pears,  apples,  guavas,  pineapples, 
figs,  bananas,  blueberries,  grapes,  blackberries,  loganberries,  goose- 
berries, cherries,  limes,  lemons,  mangoes,  papaya,  peaches  and 
plums. 

This  State  leads  the  entire  eastern  section  of  this  country  in  the 
production  of  winter  fruits  and  vegetables.  These  foods  are  shipped 
all  over  the  United  States.  When  summer  is  over  and  most  of 
the  farms  in  the  North  are  snowbound,  America  turns  to  Florida 
for  the  vitamin-packed  fresh  foods  needed  for  a  healthful  daily  diet. 

These  winter  fruits  and  vegetables  begin  to  go  to  market  in 
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Above,  Picking  that  famous  Indian  River  citrus  fruit  near  Cocoa. 

Below,  left,  Portable  field  conveyor  loading  oranges  on  trucks  near  Cocoa. 

Right,  Citrus  and  blossoms  on  trees  at  the  same  time  near  Lakeland. 


Harvesting  cabbages  near  Sebring. 


early  fall  and  continue  through  late  spring.  At  least  two  crops  of 
vegetables  are  grown.  After  the  fall  crop  is  harvested,  a  second 
crop  is  planted  and  sold  before  spring  has  really  arrived  up  north. 
Fast-growing  crops  are  often  grown  on  an  even  more  intensive 
schedule. 

Florida's  acreage  of  citrus  passed  California's  more  than  fifteen 
years  ago.  Today  there  are  more  than  400,000  acres  in  citrus  here 
as  compared  with  California's  318,000  acres.  Last  season  Florida 
produced  95,000,000  boxes  of  citrus.  California's  61,000,000  box 
production  was  the  second  largest. 

Last  season  Florida  grew  more  watermelons  than  any  other  state: 
13,000,000  were  harvested  from  45,000  acres.  Most  of  this  huge 
crop  was  transported  by  truck  or  rail  to  northern  markets.  Honey 
production  is  widespread,  and  more  than  8,000,000  pounds  are 
gathered  annually.  Florida  helps  its  agriculturists  keep  the  nation 
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'Emperor  Jr.  8th,"  grand  champion  bull,  owned  by  the  Partin  Ranch  at  Kissimmee. 


partially  supplied  with  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.  Nonprofit  farm 
markets  handle  tons  of  food  daily.  The  State  is  not  in  the  business 
of  buying  and  selling  farm  produce  but  merely  assists  the  farmer  by 
providing  facilities  for  the  convenient  marketing  of  his  products. 
Twenty-five  markets  are  scattered  throughout  the  State,  bringing 
producers  and  northern  buyers  together.  While  most  of  Florida's 
fruit  and  vegetables  are  shipped  by  truck  and  rail,  air  shipments, 
especially  of  strawberries  and  tomatoes,  are  increasing. 

These  facts  may  give  you  the  impression  that  more  fruits  and 
vegetables  are  grown  here  than  can  be  consumed.  But  that  assump- 
tion is  incorrect.  While  Florida's  agricultural  production  is  tre- 
mendous, more  is  needed.  This  State  still  imports  a  large  percentage 
of  the  food  stuffs  required  by  her  growing  population.  Almost  all 
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of  these  products  could  be  raised  here.  The  future  of  many  farmers 
lies  in  Florida's  soil. 

Early  in  1949  there  were  more  than  3,000,000  chickens  and 
22,000  turkeys  on  Florida  farms.  Yet  the  market  for  poultry  in 
nearby  cities  and  towns  alone  was  greater  than  the  supply. 

In  January,  1949,  Florida  ranked  thirteenth  among  cattle  states  in 
beef  production.  Livestock  volume  in  this  State  is  increasing  each 
year.  Yet  Florida  produces  only  65  per  cent  of  its  own  demand  for 
beef,  veal,  pork  and  other  meats.  The  dairy  industry  has  advanced 
rapidly  in  recent  years.  But  herds  will  have  to  be  increased  by  60 
per  cent  before  production  equals  consumption. 

Speaking  of  cattle,  did  you  ever  see  a  cow  eat  oranges  or  pota- 
toes? It  is  said  that  meat-packing  companies  have  found  a  use  for 
every  part  of  a  pig,  except  its  squeal.  Florida  farmers  with  the  aid 
of  scientific  research  are  doing  likewise.  In  addition  to  other  live- 
stock feed,  surplus  citrus  fruit  is  now  being  used  to  fatten  cattle. 
It  "ain't  hay/'  but  it  has  proved  to  be  a  good  substitute. 

Introduction  of  new  grasses  which  can  thrive  on  Florida's  soil 
has  been  a  boon  to  the  cattle  business.  State  and  Federal  sponsored 
experiment  stations  are  continually  working  to  develop  better  cattle 
feeds  and  to  improve  the  quality  of  Florida  livestock. 

It  takes  good  common  sense  and  a  lot  of  hard  work  to  be  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  anywhere.  All  of  the  available  resources  must  be 
used  to  the  fullest  extent.  Florida  is  no  exception.  Farmers  in  this 
State  who  have  applied  the  practices  recommended  by  the  soil  con- 
servation services  have  been  able  to  reap  a  plentiful  harvest. 

More  sugar  cane  can  be  produced  in  Florida  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  United  States.  This  is  principally  because  of  the  twelve- 
month growing  season,  plus  suitable  soil  conditions.  The  average 
yield  is  twenty-six  tons  per  acre.  A  ton  of  cane  is  processed  into 
160  pounds  of  raw  sugar.  South  of  Lake  Okeechobee,  in  the  rich 
niucklands  of  the  Everglades,  vast  fields  of  sugar  cane  are  harvested. 
Located  at  nearby  Clewiston  is  the  sugar  mill  of  the  United  States 
Sugar  Corporation.  Production  of  sugar  in  Florida  as  a  raw  material 
for  numerous  industries  is  an  opportunity  which  presents  great 

150 


-•l 


3 


I 


These  Florida  youths  are  making  careful  notes  on  this  champion  Brahman  bull. 


possibilities.  Sugar  is  not  only  used  as  a  food.  It  is  also  used  in  the 
production  of  adhesives,  alcohol,  insecticides,  rubber,  cleaning  and 
polishing  fluids,  explosives,  lubricating  materials,  pharmaceuticals, 
paint,  paper  and  waterproofing  materials. 

Florida's  forests  are  another  source  of  wealth.  With  328  species 
Florida  leads  all  southern  states  in  the  variety  of  native  trees. 
Timber  stands  occupy  22,000,000  acres.  Slash  pine  is  found  over 
most  of  the  State,  and  as  a  result,  paper  and  pulp  mills  are  being 
established.  These  paper  mills,  together  with  saw  mills,  crate  plants, 
and  naval  stores  industries,  consume  a  large  volume  of  timber 
yearly.  At  the  present  time  3,000,000  cords  of  timber  are  cut  an- 
nually. Trees  are  becoming  more  valuable,  and  additional  trees  are 
being  planted  to  meet  future  demand. 


Farmers  market  at  Plant  City. 


For  those  who  want  a  rural  home  or  a  part-time  farm,  there  is 
considerable  acreage  within  easy  driving  distance  of  towns  and 
cities.  Such  small  tracts  seldom  produce  enough  for  the  sole  support 
of  a  family  without  some  outside  income.  However,  some  fruits, 
vegetables  and  poultry  can  be  raised  which  will  provide  extra  earn- 
ings and  cut  down  on  family  food  bills. 

A  world's  record  was  recently  established  on  one  of  these  small 
''sideline"  farms  in  Florida.  Two  hens  produced  700  eggs  during  a 
twelve-month  period.  These  prize  chickens  were  "beachcombers" 
and  obtained  a  great  deal  of  food  for  themselves,  such  as  shellfish 
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and  small  crabs.  This  diet  also  provided  them  with  an  abundance 
of  calcium  for  egg  shells. 

Here  in  Florida  you  have  an  opportunity  to  grow  fresh  fruits 
and  vegetables  all  year  and  to  invest  in  health  and  pleasure  by 
eating  them.  Almost  every  citizen  of  this  State  can  grow  some  fruits 
or  vegetables  in  his  own  yard;  and  most  of  them  do. 

Many  of  Florida's  soils  are  already  rich  in  plant  food  elements, 
while  others  are  low  in  these  essential  nutrients.  However,  with 
careful  management  and  proper  fertilization  a  wide  range  of  crops 
can  be  grown  profitably. 

General  publications  on  many  crops  and  types  of  farming,  such 
as  livestock,  dairy,  poultry,  citrus  and  food  crops,  may  be  obtained 
without  cost  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Tallahassee. 
Statewide  information  and  suggestions  on  suitable  locations  for  a 
particular  type  of  agriculture  may  be  obtained  from  the  Agricul- 
tural Extension  Service  at  the  University  of  Florida,  Gainesville, 
and  from  agricultural  agents  located  in  most  county  seats.  A  list 
of  all  counties  and  county  seats  in  Florida  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

As  in  all  other  sections  of  the  nation,  factors  such  as  location, 
productivity  and  existing  improvements  cause  a  wide  variation  in 
the  cost  of  land  in  this  State.  However,  unimproved  land  in  out- 
lying areas  can  still  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $1  per  acre. 

So  you  can  see  that,  contrary  to  ordinary  opinion,  Florida  is  far 
from  being  just  one  vast  sand  dune.  It  has  its  share  of  "the  good 
earth"  plus  a  climate  that  makes  things  grow,  not  a  few  months 
in  each  year,  but  every  month  in  every  year. 


CHAPTER    X 


Hitched  and  Unhitched 


I  RECENTLY  RECEIVED  an  air  mail  letter  from  a  young 
woman  who  lives  in  New  York  State.  She  wrote,  "Last  Sunday 
evening  I  heard  -  -  say  over  the  radio  that  an  annulment  could 
be  obtained  in  Florida  in  an  hour.  Would  you  please  be  kind 
enough  to  rush  me  the  details  on  this  at  once?" 

Although  I  have  not  checked  with  the  commentator  in  question 
to  find  out  whether  he  made  this  statement,  I  believe  this  young 
lady  must  have  misunderstood  him.  I'll  admit  that  while  it  is  easier 
to  get  unhitched  in  Florida  than  in  most  states,  it  isn't  quite  that 
easy,  or  done  that  quickly. 

There  are  six  states  where  it  can  be  said,  with  reservations  of 
course,  that  the  ties  of  matrimony  may  be  severed  in  a  compara- 
tively short  length  of  time.  These  states  are  Arkansas,  Florida, 
Idaho,  Nevada,  Utah  and  Wyoming. 

Florida's  QO-day  divorce  law,  enacted  in  1935,  makes  possible 
easy  dissolution  of  marriage  vows,  and  quickly  severed  couples  can 
take  another  chance  at  getting  hitched  again. 

The  divorce  ratio  in  Florida  since  the  passage  of  this  law  has 
climbed  sharply.  One  divorce  was  granted  for  every  five  marriages 
in  1928,  one  divorce  for  every  four  marriages  in  1935,  one  for 
every  three  marriages  in  1940;  and  in  1946  four  divorces  were 
granted  for  every  five  marriages.  In  1947  tne  Florida  State  Board 


The  Cloister  Wing  of  the  Boca  Club  and  Hotel,  Boca  Raton,  which  faces  the 
tennis  courts  and  garden  swimming  pool. 


of  Health  reported  that  the  number  of  marriages  was  23,959  and 
divorces  totaled  20,703. 

There; are  other  circumstances  aside  from  the  90-day  divorce 
law  which  push  Florida  well  above  the  national  divorce  average. 
These  include  the  irrational  divorce  laws  of  some  other  states,  easy 
accessibility  to  Florida  of  the  maritally  maladjusted,  and  the  pleas- 
ant by-products  of  divorce-waiting  in  this  land  of  sunshine. 

Divorces  are  granted  here  on  a  number  of  grounds.  If  the  plain- 
tiff can't  think  of  a  suitable  one,  the  attorney  handling  the  case, 
after  listening  to  the  tale  of  woe,  can  usually  suggest  one  that  will 
suffice.  Frequently  used  grounds  are  cruelty  and  incompatibility. 
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These  are  usually  acceptable,  and  there  is  seldom  any  necessity  for 
more  serious  charges,  especially  when  the  action  will  not  be  con- 
tested. 

Residence  is  of  primary  importance  in  obtaining  a  divorce  in 
Florida.  The  divorce  laws  require  the  person  seeking  a  divorce  to 
spend  a  minimum  of  90  days  in  the  State.  Then  legal  proceedings 
can  be  started.  Before  any  person  can  be  divorced,  he  or  she  must 
swear  that  this  State  is  his  or  her  legal  residence,  and  the  court  must 
find  this  statement  to  be  true. 

The  Florida  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  when  go-day  residence 
is  established  solely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  divorce  decree, 
the  law  does  not  provide  that  a  divorce  must  be  granted.  In  other 
words,  when  it  is  clearly  evident  that  parties  have  come  here  for 
that  reason  only  and  intend  to  live  elsewhere  after  the  divorce  is 
granted,  they  are  not  entitled  to  a  decree. 

The  end  of  marital  difficulties  is  not  always  gained  by  going 
to  another  state  for  a  quick  divorce.  Conflicting  state  laws  confuse 
the  issue.  Justice  Black,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  once 
pronounced:  "A  divorced  person's  liberty  hinges  on  his  ability  to 
guess  at  what  may  ultimately  be  the  legal  and  factual  conclusions 
resulting  from  consideration  of  two  of  the  most  uncertain  word 
symbols  in  all  judicial  language— jurisdiction  and  domicile/' 

A  large  percentage  of  divorce  suits  filed  in  Florida  are  by  persons 
coming  here  for  that  sole  purpose.  They  have  no  intention  of 
making  their  permanent  homes  in  the  State.  However,  many  of 
these  people  continue  to  live  in  Florida  after  their  marriage  ties  are 
severed.  One  law  firm  which  files  an  average  of  three  divorce  suits 
per  week  reports  that  it  knew  of  only  two  cases  in  the  previous  year 
where  at  least  one  of  the  parties  did  not  remain  in  this  State  after 
the  divorce  was  granted. 

The  cost  of  obtaining  a  divorce,  like  the  cost  of  staying  married, 
has  risen  sharply.  The  minimum  attorney  fee  for  obtaining  a  divorce 
in  Florida  has  increased  from  $100  to  around  $250.  But  it  may  cost 
much  more,  especially  if  the  case  is  contested.  When  the  action 
is  not  contested,  a  divorce  decree  can  usually  be  obtained  within 
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about  thirty  days  after  the  Qo-day  residence  requirement  has  been 
satisfied. 

The  number  of  divorce  actions  filed  is  always  greater  than  the 
number  of  decrees  granted.  Happily,  some  marital  difficulties  are 
patched  up. 

For  many  years  Florida  and  Nevada  have  shared  the  questionable 
distinction  of  being  the  easiest  states  in  which  to  obtain  a  divorce. 
But  these  states  now  have  some  competition.  The  Virgin  Islands,  a 
United  States  possession  located  in  the  Caribbean  1400  miles  south- 
east of  New  York,  has  recently  gone  after  the  divorce  business.  If 
United  States  couples  agree  to  disagree,  these  palm-fronded  islands 
offer  another  place  to  settle  such  difficulties. 

Moves  to  liberalize  existing  divorce  laws  are  under  way  in  many 
states.  New  York  is  one  of  them.  At  present,  adultery  is  the  only 
grounds  for  obtaining  a  divorce  in  that  State,  and  corroborating 
evidence  is  required  to  substantiate  the  charge.  Such  evidence  is 
often  faked. 

There  has  been  a  sharp  dip  in  divorces  in  the  United  States  in 
the  past  several  years.  The  Public  Health  Service  estimates  that 
there  were  415,000  divorces  in  1948  compared  with  474,000  in 
1947.  The  all-time  peak  year  was  in  1946,  with  610,000  divorces. 
This  record  was  probably  due  to  wartime  "quickie"  marriages  with 
little  chance  of  survival  once  the  excitement  of  war  died  and  glam- 
orous uniforms  were  replaced  by  civilian  clothing. 

It  seems  the  divorce  tide  is  ebbing  even  in  Florida.  It  is  claimed 
that  divorce  lawyers  here  now  get  about  25  per  cent  fewer  cases 
than  in  1946.  The  recent  decline  in  the  national  divorce  rate  was 
the  first  decrease  in  eighty  years,  except  during  the  depression  era 
when  husband  and  wife  couldn't  afford  to  get  mad  at  each  other. 

Sociologists  report  many  causes  for  marital  difficulties.  Housing 
has  been  a  prime  one.  Marriages  often  fail  when  too  many  people 
are  forced  to  live  under  the  same  roof.  Poor  management  of  finances 
is  another  leading  cause.  One  partner  wants  to  keep  up  with  the 
"station  wagon  set,"  and  the  other  doesn't.  Often  the  basic  trouble 
is  that  the  wife  pushes  the  husband  into  buying  more  than  they  can 
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afford,  and  he  resents  the  financial  load.  Such  disagreements  in- 
crease until  husband  or  wife  seeks  the  divorce  court  as  a  solution. 

The  divorce  picture  is  not  as  black  as  it  seems.  It  is  generally 
overlooked  that  86  out  of  every  100  couples  are  living  "scrappily" 
together  as  man  and  wife. 

And  here  is  a  tip  for  those  women  who  may  be  harboring  the 
idea  that  it  is  easy  to  get  another  husband,  once  they  get  rid  of  the 
present  one.  Statistics  show  there  are  approximately  one  million 
more  marriageable  women  than  men  in  these  United  States.  That 
means  that  one  million  wallflowers  never  will  be  clinging  vines  un- 
less more  men  materialize  out  of  somewhere. 

Even  so,  this  situation  is  not  as  bad  in  the  United  States  as 
in  some  other  countries.  The  Marriage  Society  of  Great  Britain  re- 
cently scanned  a  waiting  list  of  almost  6,000  women.  With  a  red 
pencil  it  crossed  out  the  names  of  all  those  who  were  more  than 
thirty  years  of  age.  They  won't  get  a  husband  through  that  Society, 
and  the  probabilities  are  that  they  will  become  old  maids.  This  may 
seem  somewhat  brutal,  but  the  Society  believes  these  women  over 
30  have  little  or  no  chance  of  marriage. 

When  it  comes  to  marriage  in  Florida,  applicants  are  required  to 
undergo  a  seventy-two  hour  wait  from  midnight  of  the  day  that 
application  for  a  marriage  license  is  made.  A  blood  test  is  also 
required. 

Florida  is  a  popular  honeymoon  state.  This  custom  may  have 
been  started  way  back  in  1886  when  President  Grover  Cleveland 
and  his  bride  spent  their  honeymoon  here.  Next  to  the  idea  of 
taking  a  trip  around  the  world,  one  of  the  most  popular  daydreams 
of  about-to-be-married  couples  is  to  honeymoon  in  the  "Sunshine 
State."  And  thousands  of  them  do  so  every  year. 
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CHAPTER    XI 


Florida  Tomorrow 


WHAT  DOES  THE  FUTURE  HOLD  in  store  for  Florida? 
What  will  this  "Empire  of  the  Sun"  be  like  twenty-five  years 
from  now? 

None  of  us  can  peer  into  future  years  and  foretell  coming  events 
with  absolute  accuracy.  But  by  looking  into  the  past,  we  can  see 
many  of  the  factors  which  have  made  the  Florida  of  today.  And  by 
analyzing  the  present,  we  can  visualize  to  some  extent  the  Florida 
of  tomorrow. 

There  are  a  few  things  about  the  Florida  of  tomorrow  of  which 
we  can  be  reasonably  certain.  This  State  will  have  just  as  many 
acres  and  just  as  many  square  miles  within  its  boundaries  as  it  has 
today.  It  will  also  have  the  same  climate  that  it  has  had  for  thou- 
sands of  years. 

But  in  many  other  respects  the  Florida  of  tomorrow  will  be 
somewhat  different  from  the  Florida  of  today.  Some  of  these  dif- 
ferences we  can  forecast  with  reasonable  certainty.  Only  in  judging 
their  scope  is  error  likely  to  creep  in. 

We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  population  of  this  State 
will  increase  steadily  and  perhaps  at  a  faster  rate  than  that  of  any 
other  state.  Twenty-five  years  ago  Florida  had  a  population  of 
1,250,000.  Today  the  population  is  2,500,000.  If  Florida  continues 
to  grow  as  rapidly  during  the  next  twenty-five  years,  its  population 
in  1975  will  be  nearing  the  5,000,000  mark.  A  part  of  this  growth 
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will  result  from  the  natural  increase  which  will  be  experienced  not 
only  in  Florida  but  all  over  the  world.  The  balance  of  this  growth 
will  consist  of  people  who  have  come  here  from  other  states  and 
foreign  countries. 

Who  are  these  thousands  of  people  who  will  move  to  Florida 
during  the  next  several  decades?  Why  will  they  come  here,  and 
where  will  they  come  from? 

They  will  be  retired  people  from  almost  everywhere  who  will 
come  because  they  want  to  live  longer,  happier  and  healthier  lives. 

They  will  be  business  and  profesional  men  and  their  families 
from  cities  and  towns  all  over  this  nation  who  will  come  to  take 
advantage  of  the  many  opportunities  to  be  found  here. 

They  will  be  workers  from  crowded  industrial  centers  who  will 
come  to  seek  and  find  employment  in  Florida's  expanding  in- 
dustries. 

They  will  be  farmers  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north  who 
will  settle  on  Florida's  vast  and  undeveloped  acres  of  land. 

They  will  be  students  from  all  over  the  world  who  will  come  to 
attend  the  improved  and  extended  educational  facilities  in  this 
State. 

All  of  these  and  many  more  will  come  to  Florida,  where  they  can 
live  cheaper  and  longer;  where  they  will  be  through  with  ice,  sleet, 
snow  and  furnace  tending;  where  they  can  be  out-of-doors  every 
day  in  the  sunshine;  where  they  can  grow  their  own  fresh  fruits 
and  vegetables  every  month  of  the  year;  where  they  can  escape  the 
nerve-wracking  strain  of  city  life;  and  where  they  will  be  less  affected 
by  conditions  of  adversity  and  depression. 

In  the  years  to  come  people  will  live  longer  and  retire  at  an 
earlier  age.  As  modern  science  continues  its  attack  on  the  diseases 
of  old  age,  more  and  more  years  will  be  added  to  the  ever-lengthen- 
ing span  of  life.  By  1975  we  will  have  20,000,000  people  in  this 
country  sixty-five  years  of  age  and  older.  By  then  the  United  States 
will  have  more  older  people  than  children. 

Many  of  my  readers  cannot  come  to  Florida  to  live,  at  least  not 
now.  Business  connections,  family  ties  and  other  circumstances 
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stand  in  the  way.  But  these  conditions  need  not  completely  close 
the  door  to  Florida.  You  can  still  follow  the  example  of  other  mil- 
lions by  spending  your  vacation  here. 

I  have  talked  with  scores  of  vacationers,  many  here  for  the  first 
time.  Almost  without  exception  they  told  me  they  were  enjoying 
themselves  and  that  they  expected  to  come  again  whenever  pos- 
sible. You  and  thousands  of  other  people  can  and  will  do  the  same. 
And  when  you  get  back  home,  you  will  tell  your  friends  that  in 
Florida  you  found  everything  that  could  be  wished  for  in  any 
vacation  land. 

As  speed  increases,  the  nation  contracts.  With  the  increased 
ownership  and  use  of  the  automobile  for  family  travel,  there  is  good 
reason  to  expect  more  and  more  visitors  to  Florida  with  every 
succeeding  year. 

A  thirty-hour  week  for  many  workers  is  not  an  improbability  in 
the  future.  The  next  generation  will  be  able  to  work  fewer  hours  and 
produce  more  goods.  In  the  last  fifty  years  our  factories  have  be- 
come more  and  more  productive.  Machines  now  do  95  per  cent  of 
our  work.  A  higher  standard  of  living,  earlier  retirement,  shorter 
working  hours,  more  take-home  pay,  more  leisure  time,  and  more 
frequent  vacations  are  the  dividends,  An  increasing  number  of 
people  will  come  to  Florida- to  live  or  to  play. 

I  predict  that  long  before  1975  Florida  will  have  become  the 
convention  state  of  the  world.  Approximately  20,000  conventions 
are  held  in  the  United  States  each  year.  From  50  to  100,000  persons 
attend  each  of  them.  These  people  spend  $200,000,000  annually. 
Such  Florida  cities  as  Miami,  Jacksonville  and  St.  Petersburg  now 
have  facilities  to  accommodate  almost  any  convention,  regardless  of 
size.  Many  smaller  cities  have  auditoriums  and  housing  to  take  care 
of  all  but  the  largest  of  these  conventions. 

Another  attraction  which  will  bring  additional  visitors  to  this 
State  is  Everglades  National  Park,  which  was  officially  dedicated  by 
President  Truman  on  December  7,  1947.  This  Park  will  be  one  of 
the  nation's  largest  and  will  consist  of  1,300,000  acres,  much  of  it  in 
unexplored  territory  lying  deep  in  the  legendary  Florida  Everglades. 
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In  the  not  too  distant  future  people  living  in  Florida  will  cease 
to  talk  about  the  tourist  season.  Even  now,  attendance  at  some 
of  the  outstanding  attractions  in  this  State  shows  that  the  time 
of  year  makes  little  difference  in  the  flow  of  visitors  through  their 
gates.  Today  Florida  is  unquestionably  the  nation's  number-one 
winter  playground.  In  the  years  to  come  it  will  become  the  nation's 
number-one  year-round  playground. 

Even  the  most  casual  observer  of  the  Florida  scene  cannot  fail  to 
share  the  conviction  that  the  future  of  this  State  is  bright  with 
promise,  brighter  in  all  probability  than  at  any  other  time  in  its 
history. 

A  friend  of  mine  recently  told  me,  "I  came  to  Florida  a  few 
years  ago  and  bought  some  country  lots  near  Miami  with  the  idea 
that  the  city  would  grow  out  that  far.  It  did!"  That  is  an  indication 
of  the  trend  which  will  continue  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  late  Henry  Ford,  when  asked  his  opinion  of  the  future  of 
this  State,  said,  "Florida?  Why  Florida  has  everything  in  this  world 
we  Northerners  want  and  need.  Whatever  it  is  that  we  want  that 
we  didn't  have  at  home,  we  can  find  here— and  all  the  comforts 
of  home,  too.  I  figure  that  more  and  more  will  Northern  people 
migrate  to  take  advantage  of  the  pleasures  and  opportunities  of 
this  wonderland." 

Florida,  perennial  host  to  the  nation,  never  takes  in  its  welcome 
sign.  Winter,  summer,  spring  and  fall  this  "Empire  of  the  Sun" 
extends  its  invitation  to  come  and  enjoy  its  matchless  climate  and 
recreational  facilities  while  one  scans  its  ever-widening  horizons  of 
education,  business,  industry  and  agriculture. 

After  living  in  Florida  for  eight  years,  I  am  inclined  to  agree 
with  one  of  this  State's  most  distinguished  citizens,  Senator  Claude 
Pepper,  who  said,  "The  Lord  has  always  thought  a  lot  of  Florida." 
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Counties,  County  Seats  and  Real  Estate  Sales  in  1948 


COUNTIES 

Alachua 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard 

B  reward 

Calhoun 

Charlotte 

Citrus 

Clay 

Collier 

Columbia 

Dade 

De  Soto 

Dixie 

Duval 

Escambia 

Flagler 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Gilchrist 

Glades 

Gulf 

Hamilton 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando 

Highlands 

Hillsborough 

Holmes 

Indian  River 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Lafayette 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison 


COUNTY  SEATS  REAL  ESTATE  SALES 

Gainesville  $     7,143,750 

Macclenny  

Panama  City  6,301,800 

Starke  900,000 

Titusville  2,025,250 

Fort  Lauderdale  41,199,100 

Blountstown  

Punta  Gorda  900,000 

Inverness  742,000 

Green  Cove  Springs  400,000 

Everglades  363,750 
Lake  City 

Miami  218,681,150 

Arcadia  

Cross  City  

Jacksonville  55,000,000 

Pensacola  11,026,000 

Bunnell  

Apalachicola  236,250 

Ouincy  

Trenton  

Moore  Haven  273,600 

Wewahitchka  450,000 

Jasper 

Wauchula  600,000 

La  Belle 

B  rooks  ville  

Sebring  3,000,000 

Tampa  43,510,300 

Bonifay  

Vero  Beach  2,238,000 

Marianna  

Monticello  

Mayo  

Tavares  10,000,000 

Fort  Myers  5,123,117 

Tallahassee  6,482,000 

Bronson  

Bristol  

Madison  
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Counties,  County  Seats  and  Real  Estate  Sales  in  1948— Continued 

COUNTIES  COUNTY  SEATS  REAL  ESTATE  SALES 

Manatee  Bradenton  7,625,400 

Marion  Ocala  3,828,200 

Martin  Stuart  3,866,400 

Monroe  Key  West  

Nassau  Fernandina  1,283,620 

Okaloosa  Crestview  375,000 

Okeechobee  Okeechobee  

Orange  Orlando  27,778,950 

Osceola  Kissimmee  3,100,000 

Palm  Beach  West  Palm  Beach  38,240,200 

Pasco  Dade  City  

Pinellas  Clearwater  80,000,000 

Polk  Bartow  26,500,000 

Putnam  Palatka  2,332,000 

St.  Johns  St.  Augustine  

St.  Lucie  Fort  Pierce  4,140,000 

Santa  Rosa  Milton  

Sarasota  Sarasota  9,853,200 

Seminole  Sanford  

Sumter  Bushnell  140,000 

Suwannee  Live  Oak  

Taylor  Perry  

Union  Lake  Butler  

Volusia  DeLand  15,816,000 

Wakulla  Crawfordville  

Walton  DeFuniak  Springs  750,000 

Washington  Chipley  

Totals $642,225,037 
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Florida  Newspapers  and  Short-Time  Mail  Order  Subscription  Rates 


NAME 


SUNDAY  ONLY 


Bradenton  Herald  .15 

Clearwater  Sun  .05 

Coral  Gables  Riviera  Times  No  Sunday 
Daytona  Beach  News  Journal  .10 

DeLand  Sun  News  No  Sunday 
Florida  Times  Union,  Jacksonville         .1 5 

Fort  Lauderdale  News  No  Sunday 
Fort  Myers  News  Press  .10 

Fort  Pierce  News  Tribune  .10 

Gainesville  Sun  .10 

Jacksonville  Journal  No  Sunday 

Key  West  Citizen  No  Sunday 
Lakeland  Ledger  .10 

Lake  Wales  Highlander  No  Sunday 
Lake  Worth  Leader  .10 

Miami  Herald  .15 

Miami  News  .15 

Miami  Beach  Star  Sun  No  Sunday 
Ocala  Star  Banner  .10 

Orlando  Sentinel  Star  .15 

Palatka  News  No  Sunday 
Panama  City  News  Herald  .10 

Pensacola  Journal  News  .10 

St.  Augustine  Record  .05 

St.  Petersburg  Independent  No  Sunday 
St.  Petersburg  Times  .15 

Sanford  Herald  .05 

Sarasota  Herald  Tribune  .15 

Tallahassee  News  Democrat  .10 

Tampa  Times  No  Sunday 
Tampa  Tribune  .15 

West  Pd/m  Bedc/z  Post  Times  .15 

Winter  Haven  News  Chief  .10 


WEEK 

.30 
•35 
•25 
.50 
.30 
.40 
.42 
.30 
.50 
.30 
.30 
.30 
.30 
.30 
.30 
.40 
.40 
•25 
•25 
.40 

•25 
.30 

•4° 
•25 
•25 
.40 

•25 
.30 
.30 
.30 
.40 
.40 
.30 


MONTH 

$1.30 


l.OO 
2.20 
1.30 

!-75 

1.10 

1.30 

1.00 

1.30 

1.10 
1.10 

1.30 

1.10 

1.30 

1-75 

!-75 
i  .10 

1.10 

l-75 
i  .00 

1.10 

2.50 

1.10 

1.05 

l-75 

1.00 

1.30 
1.30 
1.30 

l-V 
1V75 

1.30 
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Universities,  Colleges,  and  Private  Schools 


Babson  Park 

Webber  College 
Bradenton 

Brewster  Hall 
Carrabelle 

Florida  Junior  College 
Coral  Gables 

University  of  Miami 
Daytona  Beach 

Mary  Karl  Vocational  School 

Bethune-Cookman   College    (Negro) 
DeLand 

John  B.  Stetson  University 
Gainesville 

University  of  Florida 
Hollywood 

Riverside  Military  Academy 
Intercession  City 

Southern  Wesleyan  Bible  College 
Jacksonville 

Jacksonville  Junior  College 

Edward  Waters  College  (Negro) 
Lake  City 

Columbia  Forestry  School 
Lakeland 

Florida  Southern  College 

Southeastern  Bible  Institute 

Baptist  Bible  Institute 

International  Apostolic  and 
Evangelistic  Missionary  School 


Marianna 

Chipola  Junior  College 
Miami 

Barry  College 
Orlando 

Orlando  Junior  College 
Ormond 

The  Casements  Junior  College 
Pensacola 

Pensacola  Junior  College 
Sarasota 

Ringling  School  of  Art 
St.  Augustine 

Florida  Naval  Academy  Junior  College 

Florida  Normal  and   Industrial   Insti- 
tute (Negro) 

University  Foundation  Junior  College 
St.  Petersburg 

St.  Petersburg  Junior  College 
Tallahassee 

Florida  State  University 

Florida    Agricultural   and   Mechanical 

College  (Negro) 
Tampa 

University  of  Tampa 

Florida  Christian  College 
West  Palm  Beach 

Palm  Beach  Junior  College 
Winter  Park 

Rollins  College 
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Florida  State  Licensing  Boards  and  Commissions 

Florida  Real  Estate  Commission 

Florida  State  Plant  Board 

Florida  Securities  Commission 

Labor  Business. Agents  Licensing  Board 

State  Barber  Sanitary  Commission 

State  Board  of  Accountancy 

State  Board  of  Architecture 

State  Board  of  Beauty  Culture  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Chiropody  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Chiropractic  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Education 

State  Board  of  Engineer  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Examiners  in  Basic  Sciences 

State  Board  of  Examiners  for  Nurses 

State  Board  of  Massage 

State  Board  of  Optometry 

State  Board  of  Funeral  Directors  and  Embalmers 

State  Board  of  Law  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Naturopathic  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Osteopathic  Medical  Examiners 

State  Board  of  Pharmacy 

State  Board  of  Veterinary  Examiners 
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Chambers  of  Commerce 

Florida  State  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Jacksonville,  Florida  * 
Local  Chambers  of  Commerce 


CITY 


CITY 


CITY 


Altamonte  Springs 
Anna  Maria  Island 

Fellsmere 
Fernandina 

Miami 
Miami  Beach 

Apalachicola 
Apopka* 
Arcadia 

Flagler  Beach 
Fort  Lauderdale 
Fort  Meade 

Milton 
Mims 
Moore  Haven 

Astatula 
Auburndale 
Avon  Park 

Fort  Myers 
Fort  Pierce 
Fort  Walton 

Mount  Dora 
Naples 
Narcoossee 

Bartow 
Belle  Glade 

Frostproof 
Gainesville 

New  Port  Richey 
New  Smyrna  Beach 

Blountstown 
Boynton  Beach 
Bradenton 

Green  Cove  Springs 
Haines  City 
Hallandale 

North  Miami 
Ocala 
Okeechobee 

Bristol 

Havana 

Oldsmar 

Bushnell 
Canal  Point 

Hernando 
Hialeah 

Orange  City 
Orlando 

Carrabelle 
Cedar  Keys 
Center  Hill 

High  Springs 
Holden  Heights 
Hollywood 

Ormond 
Pahokee 
Palatka 

Charlotte  Harbor 

Homestead 

Palm  Beach,  Inc. 

Chattahoochee 

Horseshoe 

Palmetto 

Clearwater 
Clermont 
Clewisfon 
Cocoa 
Coral  Gables 

Indian  River  City 
Jacksonville 
Jacksonville  Beach 
Keystone  Heights 
Key  West 

Panama  City 
Panasoffkee 
Pensacola 
Pierson 
Pinecastle 

Cottondale 

Kissimmee 

Pinellas  Park 

Crawfordville 

La  Belle 

Plant  City 

Crestview 
Cross  City 
Crystal  River 

Lady  Lake 
Lake  Alfred 
Lake  Butler 

Pompano  Beach 
Port  Richey 
Punta  Gorda 

Dade  City 
Dania 
Davenport 
Davie 
Daytona  Beach 
DeFuniak  Springs 
DeLand 
Delray  Beach 
De  Soto  City 
Dunedin 

Lake  City 
1  Lake  Hamilton 
4  Lakeland 
Lake  Mary 
Lake  Placid 
Lake  Wales 
Lake  Worth 
Leesburg 
Live  Oak 
Lockhart 

Quincy 
Riviera  Beach 
Ruskin 
Safety  Harbor 
St.  Augustine 
St.  Cloud 
/St.  Petersburg 
San  Antonio 
Sanford 
Sarasota 

Dunnellon 
Eau  Gallic 

Lynn  Haven 
Madison 

Sebring 
South  Bay 

APPENDIX 

Local  Chambers  of  Commerce— Continued 

CITY  CITY  CITY 

Englewood  Marathon  Starke 

Eustis  Marianna  Stuart 

Everglades  Melbourne  Tallahassee 

Tampa,  The  Greater  Venice  Winter  Garden 

Tampa,  West  Vero  Beach  Winter  Haven 

Tarpon  Springs  Warrington  Winter  Park 

Tavares  vWest  Palm  Beach  Ybor  City 

Tavernier  Wildwood  Zephyrhills 

Titusville  Williston 

Local  Offices  of  the  Florida  State  Employment  Service 
CITY  ADDRESS 

Bartow    160  East  Summerlin  Street 

Belle  Glade Hendry  Building 

Bradenton 422  Ninth  Street 

Clearwater    38  North  Fort  Harrison  Avenue 

Cocoa  103  Brevard  Avenue 

Daytona   Beach 121  Orange  Avenue 

Fort  Lauderdale 201  S.  E.  First  Street 

Fort  Myers 1001  Main  Street 

Gainesville    334  East  Main  Street,  South 

Jacksonville 40  East  Bay  Street 

Key  West 314  Simonton  Street 

Lake  City City  Hall 

Lakeland 215  South  Tennessee  Avenue 

Leesburg 101  West  Main  Street 

Marianna    208  Lafayette  Street 

Miami 501  N.  E.  First  Avenue 

Ocala 220  North  Magnolia  Street 

Orlando    22  East  Pine  Street 

Palatka   no  North  Third  Street 

Panama  City 443  Oak  Avenue 

Pensacola    400  South  Palafox  Street 

Perry Court  House 

St.   Petersburg 1004  First  Avenue,  North 

Sarasota    133  Sixjh  Street 

Tallahassee 129  North  Monroe  Street 

Tampa    514  Jackson  Street 

West  Palm  Beach 416  Third  Street 

Winter  Haven 352  N.  W.  Third  Street 
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Private  Employment  Agencies 


CLEARWATER— 

Clearwater  Employment  Agency 

Jackson  Building 

619  Cleveland  Street 
CORAL  GABLES— 
Butler  Employment  Agency 

141  Frow  Avenue 
Coral  Gables  Employment  Agency 

198  S.  Dixie  Highway 
Jobscouts 

2426  Ponce  de  Leon  Boulevard 
Proxy  Parents 

1 24  Mendoza  Avenue 
DANIA— 

Mann's  Employment  Agency 

125  N.  W.  Fifth  Avnue 
DAYTONA  BEACH— 
Bazemore  Employment  Agency 

108 !/2  S.  Beach  Street 
Daytona  Beach  Employment  Agency 

2o6V2  S.  Beach  Street 
DELANO— 
DeLand  Employment  Agency 

4  Stewart  Building 
FORT  LAUDERDALE— 
Fay  Employment  Service 

4  N.  E.  Sixth  Avenue 
Federated  Employment  Bureau,  Inc. 

216  S.  E.  Second  Avenue 
Fort  Lauderdale  Employment  Agency 

124  S.  E.  Second  Street 
Hollywood  Employment  and  Reservation 
Agency 

303  S.  W.  First  Avenue 
Sylvia's  Employment  Agency 

301  S.  W.  Second  Street 
HOLLYWOOD— 
Atomic  Theatrical  Agency 

2301  Cleveland  Street 
Hollywood  Employment  and  Reservation 
Agency 

2041   Harrison  Street 
HOMESTEAD— 
Homestead  Employment  Service 

205  N.  Krome  Avenue 


JACKSONVILLE— 
AA  Personnel  Service 

301  Masonic  Temple  Building 
City  Employment  Service 

805  Main  Street 
Davis  Employment  Agency 

1933  Davis  Street 
Employers'  Service  of  Jacksonville,  Inc. 

221  West  Adams  Street 
The  Employment  Counselors 

28  East  Bay  Street 
The  Employment  Counselors 

221  West  Adams  Street 
Hollon  Employment  Agency 

116  Graham  Building 
Nurses  Private  Duty  Registry 

640  Shearer  Avenue 
The  Personnel  Clinic 

5-6  Atlantic  National  Bank  Annex 
Personnel  Consultants 

325  Main  Street 
Star  Attractions 

230  West  Forsyth  Street 
Covara  Brandt  Agency 

Rm.  208,  218  W.  Adams  Street 
Thomas  Agency 

231  W.  Adams  Street 
LAKELAND— 

Polk  Placement  Service 

2ojl/2  E.  Main  Street 
MIAMI— 
A-i  Employment  Service 

51  N.  E.  Fifth  Street 
AA  Southern  Employment  Agency 

141  N.  E.  Second  Street 
Abbott  Employment  Agency 

127  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Ace  Employment  Service 

12-7  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Acme  Employment  Service 

11  N.  W.  Fifth  Street 
Advance  Employment  Agency 

24  N.  W.  First  Avenue 
Aid  Employment  Service 

127  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
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Private  Employment  Agencies— Continued 


Aladdin   Employment  Service 

327  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Alert  Employment  Agency 

140  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Allen  Employment  Service 

7  N.  E.  Fifth  Street 
All  State  Employment  Service 

218  N.  W.  Fifth  Street 
American  Medical  Placement  Service 

417  Seybold  Building 
American  Hotel  Placement  Service 

417   Seybold   Building 
Apgar  Employment  Agency 

907  Langford  Building 
Approved  Personnel  Service 

504  Dade   Commonwealth  Building 
Bell  Employment  Service 

130  N.  E.  Second  Avenue 
Biscayne  Employment  Service 

127  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Brown  Employment  Bureau 

323  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Capital  Employment  Agency 

121  N.  E.  Second  Street 
City  and  Beach  Employment  Service 

229  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Coronet     Academy     of     Modeling    and 
Agency 

McAllister  Hotel 

10  Biscayne  Boulevard 
Dade   Employment   Service  and   Nurses 
Registry 

221  Republic  Building 

107  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Emergency  Employment  Capitol 

327  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Empire  Employment  Agency 

734  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Employers  Service  of  Miami,  Inc. 

127  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Ethical  Employment  Service 

17  N.  W.  Fourth  Street 
Famous  Employment  Agency 

340  N.  E.  Second  Avenue 
Adele  Hampton  Placement  Bureau 

718  Langford  Building 


Hills   Employment   Agency 

127  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Johnson  Employment  Service 

103  N.  E.  Second  Street 
Majestic   Employment  Agency 

303  N.  E.  Second  Avenue 
Miami  Employment  Service 

425  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Miller's  Employment  Agency 

310  N.  W.  gth  Street 
Roland  Muse  Agency 

34  West  Flagle*  Street 
Evelyn  Nixon   Hotel  Placement  Service 

139  N.  E.  First  Street 
Bill  Peckes  Theatrical  Agency 

1178  N.  W.  First  Street 
Personalized  Service 

139  N.  E.  First  Street 
Personnel  Engineers 

612  N.  E.  Second  Avenue 
Personnel  Service  Bureau 

206  Congress  Building 

111  N.  E.  Second  Avenue 
Portlock     and      Graham      Employment 
Agency 

6500  N.  W.  i5th  Avenue 
A.  A.  A.  Employment  Agency 

225  N.  E.  First  Street 

Roberta's  Charm   and   Modeling  Studio 

223  East  Flagler  Street 
Select  Employment  Agency 

253  N.  W.  Fifth  Street 
Southern      Nursing      and      Professional 
Service 

226  W.  Flagler  Street 
Star  Employment  Agency 

444  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Stewart  Employment  Agency 

127  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
Victory  Employment  Agency 

814  N.  W.  Third  Avenue 
Warwick  Placement  Service 

203  Hahn  Building 

140  N.  E.  First  Avenue 
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Private  Employment  Agencies— Continued 


MIAMI  BEACH— 

Buddy  Allen  Agency 

420  Lincoln  Road 
Beach  Employment  Office 

1444-A  Drexel  Avenue 
Sammy  Clark  Agency 

540  West  Avenue 
Herbert  Marks  Talent  Agency 

600  Lincoln  Road  Building 
Miami  Beach  Employment  Service 

1034  Fifth  Street 
Miami  Beach  Nursing  Service 

605  Lincoln  Road 
National   Employment  Service 

825  Michigan  Avenue 
Howard  Ross  Agency 

1011  Fifth  Street 
Select  Employment  Agency 

1436  Drexel  Avenue 
Sid  White  Agency 

1613  Alton  Road 
OCALA— 
Gulf  Teachers  Agency 

14  South  Magnolia  Street 
ORLANDO— 
Donnell  Employment  Service 

205  E.  Jackson  Street 
PALM  BEACH— 
Palm  Beach  Employment  Agency 

248  Royal  Palm  Way 
Reimer   Employment  Agency 

2041/2  Royal  Palm  Way 
SARASOTA— 
C.  See  Employment  Service 

433  Central  Avenue 
Pan  American  Booking  Agency 

333  Central  Park  Court 
ST.  PETERSBURG— 
City  Employment  Service 

645  First  Avenue  North 


Employer's  Service 

710  Central  Avenue 

Erickson's      gth      Street      Employment 
Bureau 

800  First  Avenue,  North 
Opportunity  Employment  Agency 

68y-A  Central  Avenue 
Personnel  Services 

501  Florida  Theatre  Building 
Sumner  Placement  Bureau 

951  Central  Avenue 
Victory  Employment  Agency 

i  Seventh  Street  North 
TAMPA— 
American  Capital  Employment  Agency 

717  Morgan  Street 
Employers  Service  of  Tampa,  Inc. 

3161/2  Franklin  Street 
American-Latin  Employment  Agency 

1425^2  E.  Broadway 
Peninsular  Employment  Service,  Inc. 

409  E.  Cass  Street 

Arcade  Building 
Personnel  Consultants 

310  Tampa  Street 
Personnel  Service 

1107  First  National  Bank  Building 
Vocational  Service 

404  Franklin  Street 
WEST  PALM  BEACH— 
Executive    Service    Bureau    and    Stevens 
Employment  Agency 

500  Guaranty  Building 
Physicians  and   Surgeons   Exchange  and 
Nurses  Exchange  Registry 

422  Evernia  Street 
Scott's  EmDloyment  Service 

5151/2  Clematis  Street 
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